
 HICKORY, N.C. – 
Lenoir-Rhyne University 
and Director of Intercol-
legiate Athletics Kim Pate 
announced Dec. 7 that 
Drew Cronic, offensive 
coordinator and quarter-
backs coach at Furman 
University, will be the 
new head football coach 
at Lenoir-Rhyne. Univer-
sity officials welcomed 
Cronic to the Bear family 
at a press conference last 
Thursday.
 “We are excited to wel-
come Coach Cronic to 
Lenoir-Rhyne,” said Dr. 
Fred Whitt, University 
President. “Drew was our 
top choice among an im-
pressive group of over 200 
applicants and we could 
not be more pleased to 
have him as our head foot-
ball coach. He is highly 
regarded and respected 
by his players and col-
leagues, and his recruit-
ing success and network 
throughout the Southeast 
will help us become cham-
pions both on and off the 
field.”
 Cronic comes to LR 
after a successful year at 
Furman University. The 
No. 22-ranked Paladins 
ended the season with 
an 8-5 overall record and 
a 6-2 Southern Confer-
ence (SoCon) record. The 
Paladins posted a sec-
ond place finish in the 
Southern Conference and 
earned an at-large bid to 
the NCAA FCS Playoffs 
where they advanced to 
the second round. The 
offense finished first in 
the Southern Confer-
ence in scoring with 34 
points per game while 
quarterback P.J. Blazeo-
wski was named 2nd team 
All-Southern Conference 
quarterback.
  “I am pleased to wel-
come Drew Cronic along 
with his wife Amelia and 
their three boys Noah, 
Elijah, and Isaiah to the 
Bear Family,” said Kim 
Pate, Director of Athletics. 

“He brings tremendous ex-
perience and a true pas-
sion for developing young 
men and preparing them 
for success in life. He un-
derstands how to build a 
culture of excellence and 
truly values the student-

athlete experience. I feel 
confident he will build a 
championship caliber pro-
gram that will make our 
campus, community, and 
alumni very proud.”
  Prior to Furman, Cronic 
served at Reinhardt (Ga.) 
University for five years 
where he played a key 
role in the establishment 
of Reinhardt football as 
a startup program begin-
ning in November of 2011. 
He spent the first three 
years serving as assistant 
head coach, offensive co-
ordinator, quarterbacks 
coach, and recruiting co-
ordinator and was named 
head coach following the 
2014 campaign. In his first 
year, he directed the Ea-
gles to a 9-2 record. Dur-
ing fall 2016, he led the 
Eagles to a 13-1 campaign, 
Mid-South Conference 
championship, and semi-
final finish in the National 
Association of Intercol-
legiate Athletics (NAIA) 
playoffs with a squad that 
averaged 51.1 points and 
550.6 yards per game.
  In addition to leading 
the NAIA in scoring and 
total offense, Reinhardt’s 
revved up offense topped 
the country in rushing 
offense (360.0 ypg) and 
rushing touchdowns (71) 
while also boasting the 
nation’s second highest 
passing efficiency rating 
(178.0) and registering 25 
touchdown passes. Like-
wise, the Eagles’ defense 
finished second nation-
ally in points allowed (13.8 
ppg) and sacks (46), and 
fifth in total defense (283.5 
ypg).
  In his two seasons as 
head coach at Reinhardt, 
Cronic was twice named 
Mid-South Conference 
West Division Coach of 
the Year and American 
Football Coaches Associa-
tion (AFCA) NAIA Region 
I Coach of the Year. In 
2016, Reinhardt produced 
14 all-conference selec-
tions and 24 academic 
all-conference honorees 

— which were both league 
highs. 
  Cronic’s teams also ex-
celled in the classroom 
as demonstrated by the 
team posting an impres-
sive 3.11 GPA for the fall 

2016 semester and a 3.04 
the previous year. Of the 
147 student-athletes in 
the program in the fall of 
2016, 97 had a grade point 
average of 3.0 or better. Of 
those, 54 had a 3.5 GPA or 
better, and 18 had a per-
fect 4.0 GPA. As a team, 
the Eagles posted a 3.11 
GPA for the semester.
  Cronic’s move back to 
his native Georgia fol-
lowed a nine-year ten-
ure at Furman, where 
he worked under Coach 
Bobby Lamb (2002-10) 
and served in a number of 
key roles, including wide 
receivers, running backs, 
and tight ends coach, as 
well as recruiting coordi-
nator.
  His first Furman tenure 
was highlighted by sev-
eral outstanding seasons, 
including the 2004 South-
ern Conference Champi-
onship (10-3) season and 
11-3 campaign in 2005 re-
sulting in the Paladins ad-
vancing to the NCAA FCS 
national semifinals. Dur-
ing this tenure, Furman 
made four trips to the 
FCS post-season.
  Cronic joined the coach-
ing staff at James Madi-
son as receivers coach 
and assistant recruiting 
coordinator in 1999, where 
he worked for three sea-
sons before heading to 
Furman in 2002. During 
1999, JMU garnered an 
Atlantic 10 Championship 
earning a bid to the NCAA 
1AA Playoffs.
  A native of Sharpsburg, 
Ga., he played quarter-
back for his father, Danny 
Cronic, at East Coweta 
(Ga.) High School before 
moving on to the Univer-
sity of Georgia, where he 
played wide receiver and 
served on special teams. 
He lettered twice as a 
member of the Bulldog 
program and participated 
in both the 1995 Peach 
Bowl and 1997 Outback 
Bowl.
  After earning his bach-
elor’s degree in math-
ematics education from 
Georgia, he served as a 
graduate assistant coach 
in charge of receivers at 
West Georgia for the 1998 
season and secured his 
master’s degree in educa-
tional leadership in 1999.
  “I am so excited to be 
the head football coach at 
Lenoir-Rhyne University,” 
said Cronic. “I feel blessed 
to have this opportunity 
at such a tremendous 

academic institution with 
great football tradition. I 
have been so impressed 
with the people here, and 
am impressed by the vi-
sion Dr. Whitt and Kim 
Pate share for the Lenoir-
Rhyne athletic programs. 
Starting today, we will put 
every ounce of our energy 
into rebuilding a culture 
of excellence, to achieving 
success in the classroom, 
in the weight room, on the 
field, in relationships, and 
in life. I can’t wait to get 
started.”

Cronic becomes Bears’ 
22nd Head football coach 

in school history
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First of all, I would like to say that it is an honor to
serve as your newly-elected Chairman of the Alexander
County Board of Commissioners. I will always do what
I believe is the best thing for our county and our citi-
zens. Thank you for allowing me to serve.

I suppose many of our citizens, especially in the Beth-
lehem Community, have heard about the upcoming
widening project on NC Hwy. 127. The NC Department
of Transportation held a public meeting on November
14 to provide more information about the state project
and to address concerns of property owners who live
along the route, which extends from Cloninger Mill
Road in Catawba County to Richey Road in Alexander
County. Right-of-way acquisition is scheduled for 2021,
with construction to begin in 2023.

As your County Commissioner, I believe this project
is extremely important to future growth in the Bethlehem area as it will in-
crease the likelihood of businesses moving into our county. There is no doubt
that this project will be a game-changer here in Alexander County in terms
of economic development and residential growth, while greatly improving
traffic flow.

As you know, Hwy. 127 is a major north-south road and is one of only two
major crossings for Alexander County over Lake Hickory, which makes the
road a critical link between Alexander County and Catawba County. The
existing Hwy. 127 has a capacity of 15,400 vehicles per day; however, it cur-
rently has more than 19,300 vehicles per day. Without this significant
NCDOT widening project, the problem would only get worse as the commu-
nity grows and traffic increases. 

The project, which is estimated to cost $30,800,000 in state funds, will
improve traffic conditions and safety by widening the existing roadway from
two lanes to four lanes with a median, and replacing the existing bridge
over Lake Hickory. It seems there are two options for the bridge -- the
NCDOT would either build a second two-lane bridge or build a new four-
lane bridge and demolish the current one. If you’ve ever traveled on Hwy.
127 in the morning on the way to work or in the evening after work, you
know there is a true need for this widening as traffic congestion is a real
problem. The project is also important for emergency access.

There is also a history of rear-end collisions on Hwy. 127, particularly
near the bridge. A reduction in congestion will certainly help to reduce ac-
cidents in the area, and shorten commute times.

I encourage those who own property along this section of Hwy. 127 to have
patience during the project, because in the end it will be well worth it.

If you’d like to learn more about this project and others, visit
www.ncdot.gov/projects.

Ronnie Reese
Alexander County

Commission 
Chairman

Hwy. 127 widening project to benefit
Bethlehem and Alexander County
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Will buy junk cars, trucks & vans. 

Also, misc. scrap metal. 

Will clean out estates, 

foreclosures, farms & misc. items. 

If there’s a job you don’t want to 

do, just call us, we’ll get it done.
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The best Japanese
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Merry
Christmas

Thank you for your support 
throughout the year. May all the 

joy and blessings of this 
Christmas Season be yours.
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