“Without or with offense to friends or foes we sketch your world exactly as it goes.” Lord Byron
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By DR. JAMES L. SNYDER

Several weeks ago, I was at
home alone when the doorbell
rang. [ answered the door to find
representatives from a local Girl
Scout troop doing what they do
so well; selling Girl Scout cook-
ies.

The Gracious Mistress of the
Parsonage was not home so dan-
ger was not lurking behind the
living room curtains. When Girl
Scouts come selling cookies, I
am cookie dough in their fund-
raising hands.

“Hello, mister,” they chimed,
“We’re selling cookies to raise
money for ...” I immediately
interrupted and exclaimed, “Yes,
yes, I'll take all you have!”

When the passion of the
moment passed, I did not need a
fortune cookie to know I was
going to be in big trouble with
the wife, one tough cookie.
Catching me with my hand in
the cookie jar is serious business
with her.

After all, 27 boxes of Girl
Scout cookies are rather difficult
to conceal, let alone explain. I
was about to toss my cookies
when an idea presented itself.
What I needed was a good sure-
fire excuse.

Excuses, which are a way of
life for many people, have been
around as long as mankind. In
fact, it was the first man, Adam,
who invented the pass-the-buck
phenomenon for the benefit of
all those who would follow him.

It occurred in the Garden of
Eden, if you remember your
Bible stories, just after Eve
encountered the serpent, entic-
ing her to eat of the forbidden
fruit. Eve immediately baked an
apple pie a la mode for Adam.

When God confronted Adam
with the situation, Adam imme-
diately said, “The woman whom
thou gavest to be with me, she
gave me of the tree, and I did
eat.” This, then, was the begin-
ning of excuse-making to get
out of a difficult situation.

Although a man may have
invented excuse-making, it took
a woman to develop it into an art
form. Men, you see, are too lit-

eral and unsophisticated to
develop a series of plausible
excuses.

For example, a man will say,
“Bob, my wife won’t let me go
fishing with you next Sunday,”
and it stops there. Nothing needs
to be added, Bob knows exactly
what the score is. After all, he
has been there with his own
wife.

Women feel compelled to
introduce the element of emo-
tion into every situation. Why is
it that women are more gifted
than men when it comes to mak-
ing believable excuses? I cer-
tainly don’t know the answer,
and that’s the only excuse I can
think of at the moment.

Getting back to those Girl
Scout cookies, I knew I needed
to come up with some excuse or
better yet, several excuses to
explain why I bought 27 boxes
of cookies when I’'m not sup-
posed to eat cookies.

Because I’'m just a man, the
only excuse I could come up
with was “the Devil made me do
it.”

Unfortunately, my wife did
not accept that excuse and I
immediately knew I was in trou-
ble. Exasperated, my wife
decided to help me come up
with a list of viable excuses to
use the next time Girl Scouts
with cookies knock on the par-
sonage door.

Reasons I can’t buy cookies:

*= My mother made me eat
cookies when I was young.

= I only eat cookies at
Christmas and Easter.

= 1 don’t believe in eating
packaged cookies.

= I’m satisfied with watching
people on TV eat cookies.

= ’'m too busy to eat cookies.
Try another time.

= [ don’t have any good cloth-
ing to wear while eating cook-
ies.

* I'm too old and cookies
really are for the young.

= [ don’t believe cookies really
exist.

= ] don’t eat cookies. | prefer
donuts.

* 'm afraid the roof will fall
in if I eat cookies.

= My wife and I cannot agree
on which cookie we like.

To put it mildly, I was
impressed with the growing list
of excuses my wife was able to
come up with in such a short
period. It showed she had prac-
ticed this art form for many
years. I never could have come
up with such a list on my own.

As 1 studied my new list, 1
was certain I could face any Girl
Scout in the future. My wife
does not share my confidence
and no longer permits me to
answer the door when the Girl
Scouts are on the prowl. She is
worried any preconceived
excuse would quickly dissolve
at the first sight of those cook-
ies.

What is an excuse? An excuse
is a lie at both ends, held togeth-
er by the glue of convenience.

For some people, a bad excuse
is better than no excuse at all.
These people spend their whole
lives justifying everything they
do or don’t do.

After this experience, | began
to understand all the excuses
people have given me over the
years for not attending church.
Whenever I approached the sub-
ject, they seemed ready with
some excuse and usually backed
by plenty of others if needed.

I now see they spent quality
time devising these excuses that,
to their thinking, got them off
the hook.

All excuses seem quite ridicu-
lous in light of what the Bible
says. “Not forsaking the assem-
bling of ourselves together as
the manner of some is; but
exhorting one another; and so
much the more, as ye see the day
approaching” (Hebrews 10:25).

Not all the excuses in the
world will stand the test of eter-
nity. That is just the way the
cookie crumbles.

Dr. James L. Snyder is pastor
of the Family of God Fellowship,
1471 Pine Road, Ocala, FL
34472. He lives with his wife in
Silver Springs Shores. Call him
at 352-687-4240 or
e-mail jamessnyder2@att.net.
The church web site is www.
whatafellowship.com.

Meeting Schedules

6:00 p.m.

month's meeting location.

Russell Springs Council - 2nd Thursday of the month at the municipal room at the City Hall.
Jamestown Council - 3rd Thursday of each month in the basement of Jamestown City Hall...

Fiscal Court - 2nd Monday of the month at 6:00 p.m. in the Russell County Courthouse.

School Board - Every 3rd Monday of the month at 7 p.m. Various locations.

Russell County Chamber of Commerce - Meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month at various local
businesses at 12 noon CST. Contact the chamber office at 270-866-4303 for details of this

Lake Cumberland Area Development District - Board of Directors - 4th Thursday of every odd
numbered month at the Area Development District office at 11 a.m.

Russell County Health Department Board - The local health board meetings are held anually
and occur in February. District board meetings are held quarterly.

Russell County Ambulance Board - On the 2nd Tuesday of the month.

Russell County Library Board - 2nd Tuesday of every month at 5:00 p.m. at Jamestown Library.

County Extension Office Board meetings - Three meetings a year, one in September; no time
set yet for the remaining meetings, located at the extension office.

Partners in Prevention - Meeting takes place the fourth Thursday of each month at noon at the
Russell County Auditorium/Natatorium Complex.

Airport Board - 1st Tuesday of every month at 5:00 p.m. at the airport.

Lake Cumberland Tourist Commission Board - Meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month at
12:30 PM CDT at the Tourist Commission located at 650 S. Hwy. 127 between Arby's and Long

John Silver's restaurants.

County Conservation District - 1st Monday of the month at 12 p.m. at the district conference
room located at 159 FERCO WAY, Jamestown

Russell County Industrial Development Authority - 4th Monday of the month at 8:30 a.m. at
Duo County Telephone

WHAT’S YOUR OPINION?
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
We appreciate your letters and your comments. Send to
PO Box 190 Russell Springs, KY, 42642.

Remember they must be signed and a telephone number included.
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Lawn at 6:30 pm

ghting & Children's Ornament
the Russell County Judicial Center

Pop-Up Shops & Local Vendor Booths with
Horse Drawn Carriage Rides Around the
Historic Square

Photos with Santa Claus Sponsored by the

Jamestown Lions Club in Beck Park

Beginning at 5 pm

SPECIAL DEALS @ LOCAL

RESTAURANTS * FAMILY FUN

*HOT CHOCOLATE * HORSE
DRAWN CARRIAGE RIDES
*PHOTOS WITH SANTA *
ACTIVITIES @ ARTWORKS

*SHOP WITH LOCAL VENDORS * ENJOY THE
SIGHTS & SOUNDS OF CHRISTMASTIME!
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