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Let’s return cursive writing

Can you read the original
Declaration of Independence?
How about Mississippi’s origi-
nal 1817 Constitution, now on
display around the state? Or
a letter from your own grand-
mother? If you’re my age or
older, the odds are that you
can read these important docu-
ments. If you’re younger, the
opposite is likely true.

What happened? Cursive
writing, our traditional, cultural
tool of putting thoughts on pa-
per, has gone missing in our
mandated school curriculums.
I’'m one who believes the ben-
efits of teaching cursive writing
are important enough to offer
our students the opportunity to
learn it. That’s why I’ve intro-
duced HB 417, “Lexi’s Law,”
which will ensure that the prac-
tice is carried forward through
the new generations. It requires
students to be able to write leg-
ibly in cursive by the end of the
third grade.

Because cursive writing is not
one of the standardized, mea-
sured items in Common Core
or other curriculum programs,
the lessons many remember

from our own childhoods are
no longer taught. The thinking
has been that printing should be
enough, and if not printing, then
word processing on a computer
is the next best thing.

Several experts believe that
printing and word processing
do not address the same” brain
pattern disciplines” that writing
cursive does.

Psychologists believe that
learning cursive writing has
many more benefits to chil-
dren than just making pretty
sentences. Creating the strokes
and serifs and swishes in the
concentrated exercise not only
develops hand-eye coordina-
tion, but it gives students an op-
portunity at self-teaching a skill
that they can basically evaluate
themselves. For folks with dys-
lexia, the concentrated effort it
takes to create cursive words is
a good tool to help them, or so
those who are trained in teach-
ing students with dyslexia say.
There are those who believe
that writing in cursive is much
faster than printing, and thus
students can take better notes
because they are more likely
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to be able to keep up with the
lecture. And, it keeps them fully
engaged in the subject matter,
which word processing doesn’t
necessarily do.

I posed the question on social
media asking whether people
thought cursive writing should
be mandated in our schools. The
responses were amazing — the
post has reached over 100,000
people at this writing and had
been shared over 800 times.

Here are some of the re-
sponses in favor, which was the
heavy majority of responses:

“Our son B has dyslexia. One
of the things that helps dyslex-
ics is reading cursive writing.
He's in 3rd grade and he started
practicing it last year in 2nd
grade. 1 always took pride in
perfect cursive penmanship. I
still do to this day. It's just good
southern manners in my person
opinion.”

“I absolutely think they
should. It makes sense physio-
logically and anatomically. The
muscles and tendons in little
hands work better when work-

ing with circular motion rather
than the straight block strokes
it takes for printing. Plus, the
high schoolers today can't read
or write cursive and that's sad.
They could take notes and write
essays quicker if they were flu-
ent in cursive writing.”

“I teach at the community
college level and I have recent-
ly begun to see students that
cannot read cursive writing. |
have had students tell me that
they cannot read anything that
I have written on the board be-
cause it was in cursive. I have
great penmanship, so [ was
perplexed. Upon investigation,
it was discovered that they can-
not read cursive. Imagine the
handicap that creates for these
students! And this is just the
beginning. We will begin see-
ing more and more that cannot
communicate, especially read
and understand.”

“As a school administrator
and former classroom teacher, |
say it is much needed. We have
very highly intelligent kids go-
ing through our education sys-
tem, but when you look at their
handwriting, it is not neces-

Unemployment rate falls again, lowest
unemployment in more than 12 years

Mississippi’s seasonally ad-
justed unemployment rate fell
again in December to 5.6%.
This is the lowest level of un-
employment since January 2004
when the rate was also 5.6%.
The December 2016 rate is
one-tenth of a percentage point
lower than a month earlier in
November 2016, when the rate
was 5.7%, and 1.2 percentage
points lower than a year ago in
December 2015, when the rate
was 6.8%.

The number of unemployed
Mississippians also dropped
again in December by 1,200 to
72,200.

This is the lowest number of
Mississippians ~ without jobs
since July 2001 when 70,300
were unemployed. The Decem-
ber 2016 figure is 15,100 lower

than a year ago in December
2015.

The Labor Force, which is
made up of everyone who has a
job or is looking for a job, in-
creased in December by 4,200
to 1,288,200. Over the year
since December 2015, the Labor
Force decreased by 900.

The number of people work-
ing in Mississippi rose in De-
cember by 5,400 to 1,216,000.
For the year since December
2015, employment in our state
posted an increase of 11,100.

The preliminary projections
from a separate sampling of em-
ployers are that the number of
non-farm jobs in December de-
creased by 7,200 to 1,133,600.
Over the year since December
2015, non-farm jobs decreased
by 11,100.
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sarily reflective of their intel-
ligence level. It has also been
scientifically proven that cur-
sive writing helps one connect
thoughts and "trains brains" to
think quicker--because writing
in cursive requires constantly
thinking "ahead" without one
even realizing it.”

While the teaching of cur-
sive writing does exist in the
current education standards, it
is not mandated. My bill will
mandate the instruction, and it
is patterned after a similar suc-
cessful bill in Alabama and is

named “Lexi’s Law” after the
sponsoring legislator’s grand-
daughter when he realized
that the system was not being
taught in schools there. I hope
we end this session with our
Mississippi  school children
better equipped to succeed
because they will be taught
cursive writing in their class-
rooms.

*Rep. Tom Miles represents
House District #75 in Rankin
and Scott Counties and can be
contacted at tmiles@house.
ms.gov

The nonprofit teaching ministry of Max Lucado

Imagine a Perfect World

Try this. Imagine a perfect
world. Whatever that means to
you...imagine it. Does that mean
peace? Then envision absolute
tranquility. Does a perfect world
imply joy? Then create your
highest happiness. Will a per-
fect world have love? Ponder a
place where love has no bounds.
Whatever heaven means to you,
imagine it.

Get it firmly fixed in your
mind. Delight in it. Dream
about it. Long for it. And then
smile as the Father reminds you
from the apostle Paul’s words
in 1 Corinthians 2:9, “No one
has ever imagined what God
has prepared for those who
love him.” No one has come

close. No one. Think of all the
songs about heaven. All the art-
ists’ portrayals. All the lessons
preached, poems written and
chapters drafted. When it comes
to describing heaven, we are all
happy failures!

From “The Lucado Inspira-
tional Reader.”

UpWords, with Max Lucado
is a popular daily Bible devo-
tion. This Max Lucado devo-
tional offers wisdom and insight

for applying Biblical truths to

the ups and downs of everyday
life.  Reading daily devotions
provides strength and encour-
agement in your daily walk with
Jesus Christ.

Used by permission.

Obitwaries

GARLAND

Marion Williard Montgom-
ery Garland was born on May
7, 1929 to the late Mr. and Mrs
Samuel (Maude) Montgomery.
She was the youngest of three
children born and raised in Hol-
mes County Mississippi where
she received her education. She
confessed hope in Christ at an
carly age and was a strong be-
liever all of her days.

Marion met and married the
late Robert Garland on August
31, 1946.

Family was very important to
Marion. She was an extremely
loving and nurturing mother,
grandmother and sister. She had

patiently cared for her mother,
stepfather and son during their
declining years of life.

Marion departed this life on
January 11, 2017 in the evening.

She was preceded in death by
her mother and father, her son
Robert and her brother Samuel
Montgomery.

She leaves to cherish her
memories five dedicated chil-
dren, Robbie Nixon (Ron) of
Durant, MS, Joycelyn John-
son of Durant, MS, Gregory
Garland (Ruthie) of Memphis,
TN, Marva Garland of Stone
Mountain, GA, Joseph Gar-
land (Esther) of Snellville, GA;
one loving brother Joe Nathan
Montgomery (Louise) of Chi-
cago, IL; and a host of grand-
children, nieces, nephews, cous-
ins, other relatives and friends
around the country.

The family wishes to express
their sincere gratitude for all
acts of kindness shown towards
them in their hour of need. Your
love makes the load we bear a
little easier. God bless you.
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