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POLITICAL
ANNOUNCEMENT
The Holmes County Herald has 
been authorized to announce 
the following candidates for 
office in the May 2, 2017 Pri-
mary Election.

DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES
MAYOR

CITY OF LEXINGTON
Clinton Cobbins
Robin McCrory

MAYOR
CITY OF DURANT

Dr. Henry Robinson, Jr.

Friends and family of Ed and 
Judy Hathcock are glad his sur-
gery went well Monday. Thank-
fully he is home to recover.

It’s good to hear that Mitch 
Land is somewhat improved but 
remains a patient at a Jackson 
hospital.

We are glad Brother Lyn is 
feeling better after ill health for 
several days. He is a very good 

Durant News
by  Rowena Hill

preacher and we at First Bap-
tist are thankful he’s our pastor. 
Come worship with us.

Friends of Mr. and Mrs. Wil-
liam Ingram are thankful that he 
could spend time last week with 
his entire family.

During the spring break last 
week, Lamar Land and sev-
eral students from BSU Holmes 
Community College enjoyed a 
mission trip to Texas.

The many friends of Mrs. Dot 
Blanton are very thankful she is 
somewhat improved after sev-
eral weeks of sickness.

Prayers and best wishes for 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Crowder. He 
hasn’t been in church for two or 
three weeks and we miss him. 
Hope he will feel well very 
soon. 

Mr. Pete Snell underwent a 
surgical procedure in Jackson 
last week. It was good to see 
him out and about Sunday.

Mrs. Edith Word visited a 
Jackson doctor during the week. 
Thankfully she is feeling some 
better. All look forward to a 
good report.

Durant First Baptist’s Ladies 
Night Out is set for 5 p.m., Sat-
urday, April 1, at Kaffay’s in 
Durant. The guest speaker will 
be Megan Summers.

On Sunday evening, March 
26, the First Baptist Congrega-
tion will travel to Central Hills 
for an Easter drama, The Road 
to Calvary. The church van will 
be leaving from First Baptist at 
5 p.m. for those who don’t drive 
or would like to go.

The Community Easter Sun-
rise Service will be at First Bap-
tist Church on Sunday, April 
16 at 7 a.m. Plan to attend for 
blessings, fellowship and food.

The first day of corn planting 
is difficult because it forces the 
grower to consider all the fac-
tors that influence this important 
part of the production system. 
Through the years I have lis-
tened as farmers go through the 
decision making process for that 
important first day of planting 
their crops. Since corn is usually 
the first crop to be planted there 
is extra concern about getting it 
done right.

Many factors come together 

to influence the outcome of 
the corn planting operation. 
We have to control as many of 
them as possible because there 
are several that are controlled 
by the environment, specifically 
rainfall and temperature, along 
with the duration of any weather 
events that occur before, during, 
and after the planters roll.

My background in seed tech-
nology forces me to consider the 
seed first because the packaged 
living organism we place into 

By: Ernie Flint, Ph.D., CCA, Regional Specialist – Agronomy
Mississippi State University Extension Service 

Field Notes
Planting corn is a tough job

the soil contains the entire plant 
in miniature. Close examination 
with a microscope will reveal 
the embryonic beginnings of 
stalk, roots, leaves, and the re-
productive structures that will 
develop in seventy to eighty 
days following emergence.

The care with which the seed 
are placed into the soil is very 
important. Good conditions 
are essential for imbibition of 
water warm enough to support 
the process of respiration that 
converts stored energy into cell 
production and expansion. This 
complex process produces the 
coleoptile, the specialized struc-
ture that pierces the soil above 
the seed and allows the first 
leaves to open in sunlight rath-
er than below the soil surface 
where they would otherwise 
likely die. The first roots also 
emerge and begin the process 
of taking in water and nutrients 
from the soil.

Corn seed can tolerate fairly 
cool soil conditions, but the 
minimum recommended soil 
temperature of 50 degrees F is 
in my opinion cutting it close 
with regard to maintaining the 
rate of seedling development 
that produces good stands. I 
would prefer a soil temperature 
in the 60 to 65 F degree range 
to produce the uniform stand 
that will later influence yield so 
strongly. 

The reality is that most grow-
ers plant when fields will sup-
port their equipment. Fortu-
nately they usually succeed 
since corn seed are very tough 
when there is adequate moisture 
and oxygen that are needed for 
respiration. Depth of placement 
is a big factor since too shallow 
will allow seed to dry out or for 
seedlings to fail in their effort 

Students, staff and faculty from the University of Minnesota Duluth took a spring break tour 
across the southern United States to learn about Civil Rights history last week. The groups were 
making stops, that included Lexington, Nashville, TN, Selma, AL, Memphis, TN, and St. Louis, 
MO. The visitors reported they enjoyed seeing the thriving Court Square and even got to taste 
some fried chicken from “the gas station off the square.” Pictured above, the group met with 
local community leaders with ties to the Civil Rights Era at the Holmes County Vo-Tech Center 
on Olive Street. Presentations were also given by members of the group on Civil Rights songs, 
speeches on leaders and the legacy those leaders left. A university spokesman said a return trip 
is set around December 9.                         (Photo submitted)

to produce good roots. On the 
other hand, too deep may place 
the seed into saturated condi-
tions where there is inadequate 
oxygen, leading to weak or dead 
seedlings. 

Through the years we have 
come to believe that a depth of 
about 1.5 inches is minimal in 
most of the soils of this region 
while depths in excess of 2.5 
inches may delay emergence 
and even reduce final stands. 
The “happy medium” of around 
1.75 to 2.25 inches is about 
right in my opinion. The deeper 
placement is more appropri-
ate in no-tillage or “stale” soil 
conditions which are the most 
common today. In this case the 
coleoptile emerges through the 
slit created by the coulter(s) and 
crusting is seldom an issue.

Drainage is critical for emerg-
ing corn, or any other crop for 
that matter. Standing water is 
essentially a death sentence for 
seed of any crop. I prefer plant-
ing on beds, but in many cases 
this is not done these days. The 
alternative is to make certain 
that water flows off the field 

before it can puddle and force 
oxygen out of the soil.

Row spacing, even spacing 
down the row, and population 
are important issues, but vary a 
lot with the many factors which 
are tied to the diversity of pro-
duction systems in use these 
days. Just remember that the 
seed you plant is alive and will 
do its best to produce plants for 
you, but it helps to make sure 
the conditions are as desirable 
as possible.

Thanks for your time.


