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Yard & Garden Service
30 Years Experience - Dependable

Commercial, Residential,
Cemeteries, etc.

Bo Patterson
Firewood

Leaf Raking
*Clean Fence Lines & Empty Lots   *Bush Hogging
*Now is the best time to get bushes cut back & fence lines cleaned.
*We also install Septic Tanks and Sewer Lines.  *Stump Grinding
*We also cut limbs hanging over houses and trim shrubs.

Free Estimates
We do Trenching for Water Lines.
* We Specialize in Grass Planting & Lawn Preparation.
  125 Victor St., Durant           653-3576           653-9935

(Anywhere in Holmes County)

*Dave Says
(Continued from page 6.)

ations I’ve seen in all my 
years of teaching are seniors 
who have paid-for homes 
and nothing saved or invest-
ed. Money isn’t the most 
important thing on earth, 
but it is a fact of life. That’s 
why I encourage people to 
build an emergency fund of 
three to six months of ex-
penses and begin saving for 
retirement before they tack-
le paying off their homes.

Then, after all that is ad-
dressed, take every dollar 
you can scrape together 
and put it toward paying 
off your mortgage as fast 
as possible. Good question, 
Mark!

Dave
* Dave Ramsey is America’s 

trusted voice on money and 
business, and CEO of Ramsey 
Solutions. He has authored 
seven best-selling books. The 
Dave Ramsey Show is heard by 
more than 12 million listeners 
each week on 575 radio sta-
tions and multiple digital plat-
forms. Follow Dave on Twitter 
at @DaveRamsey and on the 
web at daveramsey.com.

There are risks in every 
form of activity but one of the 
most necessary for life is ag-
riculture. Producers certainly 
recognize this fact but the in-
dependence they enjoy along 
with their love of nature and 
close connection to the land 
keep them sustained in dealing 

with the inherent risks that are 
both economic and physical.

It’s rare to see a farmer who 
has spent a lifetime working 
with all kinds of machinery, 
excitable livestock, and the 
extremes of weather who has 
not suffered physical injury 
in the form of broken bones, 

By: Ernie Flint, Ph.D., CCA, Regional Specialist – Agronomy
Mississippi State University Extension Service 

Field Notes
Use a system to beat the odds

lost fingers, impaired vision, 
respiratory problems, and 
conditions related to exposure 
to toxic materials. They are of 
course not the only group that 
is subject to these things but 
farmers continue taking these 
chances every day year after 
year for their entire working 
careers. They are an extremely 
dedicated lot.

When we come to the eco-
nomic risks they are extensive 
and varied. These issues are 
related to all the other fac-
tors connected with farming 
including commodity prices, 
weather, pest management, 
soil management, location, 
and many others. These fac-
tors determine whether farm-
ers will be able to continue do-
ing what they love or change 
to some other form of busi-
ness.

You might say that farmers 
are in a sense gamblers. One 
of my friends who is a farmer 
has coined a term for those 
who spend some of their 
time in casinos as engaging 
in what he refers to as “fast 
farming”.  As we all know, 
the “house” makes a lot of 
money on these folks who 
trade their money for a very 

short adrenaline rush. Some 
of the smarter members of 
the regular gambling crowd 
have become adept at win-
ning and are frowned upon 
by the casinos. These people 
have developed what they 
call a “system” for outsmart-
ing the odds. Very often these 
folks are banned from visiting 
gambling establishments sim-
ply because they win most of 
the time.

By now everyone is prob-
ably wondering why I have 
related this story but there is 
a point here believe it or not. 
Farmers who also live in a 
world of risk can be a lot more 
successful if they develop 
their own “system” to over-
come some of the odds con-
nected with the “game” they 
are playing. Only in this game 
there is no floor boss watching 
to catch anyone beating the 
odds. In fact we recognize and 
revere these people who have 
consistently won the game. 
We watch them and try our 
best to emulate their methods. 
Agricultural researchers and 
Extension workers like myself 
spend entire careers perfecting 
and promoting the methods 
that work best.

Businesses and Services Directory

$16/WEEK
Three Months Minimum

No BoNes
ABout It!

THIS SPOT COULD 
BE YOURS!

Call the Herald to find out how! 662-834-1151

Allen’s Furniture & Appliance
See us in Durant!

332 E. Mulberry St.
Stop by in Kosciusko!

124 Veterans Memorial Dr.
662-289-9366662-653-3149

Why call an 800 
number when you 
have a satellite 

dealer in 
Holmes County?

Visit us in Tchula, Lexington, 
Durant, Pickens and Canton.

109 Carrollton
Lexington • 662-834-9007

Locally owned 
and operated!

Mon. - Fri. 9 a.M. to 5 p.M.  •  662-653-4106  
15481 Bowling green road •  durant, MS

Need help getting approved 
for Long Term Care?

Let us guide you through 
the application process.

List your 
business here!

CaLL Matthew or 
JuLie 

at 662-834-1151

AttAlA lAwn & GArden
Outdoor Power equipment

CAll KAren fOr finAnCinG OPtiOns 662-289-4002

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • fINANCING

426 Hwy 12 East • Kosciusko, MS 39090

DIXIE CHOPPER
STIHLCub CaDET

 

“She’s 
Back!”

Ezell
Accounting

& Tax
Service

ph: 662-653-0247
fax: 662-653-3126

Email:
taxtoes@msn.com

343 E. Mulberry St.
DURANT

A Flair for Hair
Manicures/Pedicures

Senior Citizen Discount
65 and older

Kids Cut under 10

$10
*Child’s First Haircut

Free

81 Gilwood Drive  •  Durant, MS  • 662-809-1864

Owner: 
Marjorie Binegar

The odd thing is that there 
are still participants in this 
game that have the idea that 
they can beat the odds without 
using the proven methods of 
the system. Every year there 
are producers who fail to ad-
dress the fertility and physical 
needs of their fields, they em-
ploy insufficient or excessive 
pest management methods, 
till their soil to the extreme, 
plant unproven varieties, and 
in general go about the pro-
duction of crops as if the ba-
sic principles do not apply to 
them at all. The amazing thing 
is that when they lose they 
seem not to understand why.

This has been a “vintage” 
year for many growers, par-
ticularly those who have em-
ployed the basic principles of 
the proven system. Some of 
the others have also gotten 
lucky for a change. This is 
the opportunity of a lifetime 
to begin using all the proven 
principles. The first steps are 
to test the soil and plant cover 
crops. That will raise the odds 
significantly for a winning 
hand next year. If you need 
help with the next move give 
us a call.

Thanks for your time.


