Durant monument slated at
Liberty Park for slain Catholic sisters

By Matthew Breazeale

The brutal slayings of two
Catholic sisters who lived in
Durant and worked in Lexing-
ton and beyond, are still felt
through the local communities
they served.

August 25 will mark one
year since the two sisters were
found stabbed in their home on
Castalian Springs Road and the
arrest of Rodney Earl Sanders.

A grassroots effort to memori-
alize the two servants of Christ
is developing with the hopes of
erecting a monument at Liberty
Park in Durant.

Carolyn Riley, who is part of
the efforts, said she is carrying
on from a conversation she had
a with another friend who is
now deceased.

“After the incident that hap-
pened, you know Mrs. Jonell
was talking and I was telling
her that I didn’t realize that the
nuns were so well loved in Hol-
mes County,” said Riley. “A lot
of people I saw at the scene (the
day the two sisters were found
murdered), they were so emo-
tional about it, seeing how the
people in Holmes County, espe-
cially in Durant, how much they
loved the sisters because of their
dedication. They were so dedi-
cated to the community.”

Riley’s friend Jonell Payton
passed away in November. Pay-
ton was serving as alderman for
Durant in Ward 1 at the time,
whom Riley replaced in a spe-
cial election.

“I began to tell Mrs. Jonell,”
said Riley, ““We don’t need to
let this pass us up, for noble la-
dies like these. We don’t need to
forget them, I think there should
be something to remember and
honor their work.’

“So we went to the (Durant
Board of Aldermen) and the
board OK’d that we could do
this monument,” Riley con-
tinued, “put the monument in
Liberty Park in their honor. We
wanted to check with the dio-
cese, the church, and make sure
it was OK with them. I talked
to Father Greg (Plata) in Lex-
ington. He began to tell me he
thought it was a great idea that
they would be honored. We
wanted him to get up with (the
sisters’) families and see when
they could be available for a
memorial service and how they
would want it. We wanted their
input, because we didn’t want to
do anything against their wishes
or offend them.

“My plans were, and the City

Sr. Paula
Merrill, SCN

This memorial has been erected by
the City of Durant in honor of these
noble women who dedicated their
lives to serving Jesus Christ, and
improving healthcare for the poor in
Holmes County.

There is no greater love than to lay down
one’ life for one’s friends.

Sr. Margaret
Held, ES'?S'F

John 15:13

Pictured above is a rendering of what the proposed monument
could look like memorializing the two sisters. Plans are under
way to erect the monument at Liberty Park in Durant.

of Durant’s, was to ask the dif-
ferent churches, businesses, to
offer a donation so we can pay
for this monument in honor of
them,” Riley said. “Any of the
money left over, I would love
for it to go in to a scholarship in
their honor also. I think, if I’'m
not mistaken, that there is one
set up by the families, so if we
have any funds left over it can
go to them.”

Riley explained that donations
would be accepted through the
City of Durant through a sepa-
rate fund.

“Like I was telling Father
Greg, I really didn’t know how
to go about doing this. I didn’t
want to accept any money, me
personally. 1 asked the mayor
(Tasha Davis), she said it could
be sent to the City of Durant and
the city would be over it, in a
separate account” with the left
over funds put towards a schol-
arship.

The exact location within Lib-
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erty Park has not been selected
yet, according to Riley, but she
thinks it would on the opposite
side of the park gazebo from the
current 9/11 Memorial.

“I hoping after next week
we’ll have everything settled,”
said Riley.

A memorial service is set for
Saturday, May 20 at 3 p.m. in
Liberty Park in Durant. The
park is located at Northeast De-
pot Street and MS Highway 12.

A time of prayer and reflec-
tion will be held followed by a
light reception.

Riley added that she also has
future plans to erect a monu-
ment for deceased Durant ward
two alderman Jonell Payton
whose seat on the board she
replaced. Payton died at a Jack-
son hospital in November 2016
after sustaining a head injury at
the Holmes County Courthouse.

For more information about
the event contact Riley at car-
olynriley56@yahoo.com.

DOWN UNDER SADLE
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Everythingis $1.00
Cash and Carry ONLY
Peoples Drug Store
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Staying on the right track

By Gary Andrews
gary@gadevotionals.com

Living in a town where trains
pass through each day, I am go-
ing to be caught at a crossing sit-
ting and waiting for all of these
cars to go by. This is nothing
unusual and for all of us that
have done this just wish the train
would hurry up and get out of the
way.

Recently I started noticing,
or paying attention to, the cars
the big engines were pulling.
Many are nice and clean, some
are rusty or dirty, and some
have graffiti written all over
them. This reminds me of going
through life. Some of us have our
baggage that we carry, some of
us have lived a pretty clean and
uneventful life, and some of us
are really marred with things
that have happened to us and we
just need a good cleaning or soul
searching to get ourselves on the
right track. Just as the train head-
ed up the tracks the cars can’t
comprehend what they are doing
and haven’t a clue where they

are headed. Does you life seem
this way on occasions? It is up
to us to find the direction that we
want our lives to go in. I remem-
ber reading a statement from
Ken Keyes that said, “A loving
person lives in a loving world.
A hostile person lives in a hos-
tile world. Everyone you meet is
your mirror.” Attitude plays a big
role in the way our lives are go-
ing. Some of us may seem to be
on the tracks of life and not have
an inkling of what we are doing
or the direction we are going in.
Many of us have jumped into
quick fixes or feel good regimes,
yet can’t seem to find satisfac-
tion within our own life. The
writer of Ecclesiastes in chapter
2:24 -26 tells us, “A man can do
nothing better than to eat and
drink and find satisfaction in his
work. This too, I see, is from the
hand of God for with him, who
can eat or find enjoyment? To the
man who pleases him, God gives
wisdom, knowledge and happi-
ness, but to the sinner he gives
the task of gathering and storing

The nonprofit teaching ministry of Max Lucado

Key to Spiritual Growth

The key to spiritual growth
isn’t increased church atten-
dance or involvement in spiritu-
al activities. People don’t grow
in Christ because they’re busy
at church. They grow in Christ
when they read and trust their
Bibles.

Desire some “Glory Days?”
Engage with the Bible. Think
and re-think God’s Word. Let it
be your guide. Set your sights
on the unchanging principles of
God. Let God’s Word be the au-
thoritative word in your world.

To begin, join me in our
Scripture Memory Challenge.
It’s an adventure to hide God’s
Word deep in our hearts. This
week let’s memorize Joshua
1:9, God’s promise of power.
“Have I not commanded you be
strong and courageous. Do not
be afraid. Do not be discour-

aged for the Lord your God will
be with you wherever you go!”

Take the challenge at GloryD-
aysToday.com!
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up wealth to hand it over to the
one who pleases God. This too is
meaningless, a chasing after the
wind.” Self-examination of what
we are doing with our lives is in
order. We should all understand
that if we are a child of God then
we are going to prosper and be
taken care of when this meaning-
less life is over, for only He can
give us eternal life. Don’t be like
the train on the tracks with cars
following a engine with no idea
where they are going to end up.

Prayer: Thank you for loving
me as [ am. I pray that whatever
1 do will be pleasing to you and
that my life will be a good wit-
ness to others. Amen.

Suggested daily Bible read-
ings: Sunday - Romans 14:1-8;
Monday - Psalm 51:10-12; Tues-
day - Ruth 1:8-22; Wednesday -
Deuteronomy 20:5-9; Thursday -
Matthew 19:14; Friday - Genesis
13:8-9; Saturday - 1 Corinthians
16:15-18.

Gary Andrews is the author of
Encouraging Words: 30-days in
God's Word. To obtain a copy go
to his website www.gadevotion-
als.com.

Lisen to UpWords with Max
Lucado at OnePlace.com.

UpWords, with Max Lucado
is a popular daily Bible devo-
tion. This Max Lucado devo-
tional offers wisdom and insight
for applying Biblical truths to
the ups and downs of everyday
life.  Reading daily devotions
provides strength and encour-
agement in your daily walk with
Jesus Christ.

Used by permission.

DO ALL THINGS CHILDREN'S CIRCLE
is now accepting
SUMMER PROGRAM ENROLLMENT

for Project Elevation
“Mentoring through the Performing Arts”

Children Ages 7-17

Registration: (4-6 p.m.)
Wed., May 10
Fri., May 12
Mon., May 15
Registration Fee:
June $25.00
July $25.00

VOLUNTEERS
ARE NEEDED

Located at:
The Holmes County
Arts Council
Building
E. China St. ¢ Lexington
Modeling/Talent
Pageantry/Social Etiquette
Greek Stepping/Drama/Theatre
FOR MORE INFO. CONTACT:
ARNITA KNIGHT @ 601-660-2207

EMAIL AT:
doallthingscc@gmail.com

Tl ottber’s @ay

75 %ay /L :

' exington, MS
o002-834-1188 :

Open Saturday May 13 :

9 am. to 1l pm.




