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Michael Brooks (pictured center) was named Support Person 
of the Year for 2016-2017 during the Holmes County School 
District 13th Annual “Excellence in Education” Awards that 
was held on Thursday, April 6 at the Holmes County Arts Cen-
ter. Brooks was nominated by Holmes County Career Technical 
Center. Presenting the awards was Holmes County Superinten-
dent Dr. Angel Meeks (at right) and Assistant Superintendent 
Isaac Haynes.                                (Photo by Matthew Breazeale)

Eddie Allen (pictured center) was named Administrator of the 
Year for 2016-2017 during the Holmes County School District 
13th Annual “Excellence in Education” Awards that was held 
on Thursday, April 6 at the Holmes County Arts Center. Allen 
was nominated by Holmes County Learning Center. Present-
ing the awards was Holmes County Superintendent Dr. Angel 
Meeks (at right) and Assistant Superintendent Isaac Haynes. 
          (Photo by Matthew Breazeale)

In 1971, a psychologist named 
Fitzhugh Dodson published a 
book titled How to Parent. It did 
so well that he came out several 
years later with How to Father. 
By 1971, Dodson was one of a 
handful, if that, of child-rearing 
traditionalists left in psychol-
ogy, but his titles were quite 
progressive. In short order, par-
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ent and parenting became verbs, 
however illicit.

The word “parenting” im-
plies a technology and indeed, 
parenting is far different than 
just raising kids—or, as I pre-
fer, raising adults. I asked my 
mother, in her later years, what 
parents had called said process 
in the 1950s. She thought for a 
moment, then said, “We didn’t 
call it anything. We had children 
and raised them to be respon-
sible adults and that was that.”

It wasn’t called anything be-
cause it was just something 
people just did—a natural pro-
cess requiring only common-
sense, not great intellect much 
less great study. Parents of the 
1950s and before didn’t even 
think about it much. Looking 
back, I rarely got the impression 
that my parents were thinking 

about me and on the rare occa-
sion when I realized they were, 
I began to worry.

Paradoxically, raising an adult 
is both a huge responsibility 
(mostly, to one’s neighbors) and 
a simple,  non-scientific process. 
It becomes difficult, arduous, 
and exhausting when one reads 
parenting books, magazine ar-
ticles, and newspaper columns. 
(Irony alert!) These materials, 
with rare exception, lend to the 
impression that child rearing is 
parenting and parenting is a dis-
cipline, a technology to be mas-
tered. So, today’s mothers read 
“parenting” books in an ongo-
ing effort to perfect their parent-
ing and, by extension, perfect 
their children.

Dads, by and large, do not 
read parenting books. They are 
not trying to perfect their par-
enting or their children. That’s 
important – very important, in 
fact – to understand. Moms are 
trying to accomplish Immacu-
late Parenting. Dads are not, 
which greatly bothers lots of 
moms.

Immaculate Parenting will, 
apparently, produce the ideal 
child, one who makes straight 
A’s, makes it into the gifted 
and talented program, wows 
adults from an early age with 
his knowledge and insights, and 
never, ever gets into trouble for 
doing a bad thing. They don’t 
do bad things anymore anyway, 
because bad things don’t fit 
the “parenting” narrative; they 
simply do unintentional things 
called “bad choices” which they 
never mean to do.

Mothering—the female form 
of parenting—is very hard 
work. Mind you, raising adults 
is not hard work, but mother-
ing? That’s a horse of a different 
color, for sure. The mothering 
mom is in constant child-orient-
ed motion because to slow down 
is to risk the possibility that one 
of the plates she is spinning 
will begin to wobble and come 
crashing down, and that simply 
will not do. Mothering is all 
about work. Mothers who moth-
er even work at demonstrating 
love to their kids. Everything 
about mothering requires great 
mental concentration and physi-
cal energy.

Parenting is all about psychol-
ogy. Raising adults, by contrast, 
is about nothing more than com-
monsense—comprised of equal 
parts of unconditional love and 
unequivocal leadership. Par-
enting is all about ascribing le-
gitimacy to children’s feelings, 
whereas one raises an adult with 
the commonsense knowledge 
that children are drama facto-
ries.

Parenting is demanding and it 
is almost a given that children 
who are parented will be de-
manding, which demands even 
greater parenting.

And ‘round and ‘round they 
go!

Family psychologist John 
Rosemond: johnrosemond.com, 
parentguru.com.

Trashing your truck
Dear Dave,

My husband has two trucks, 
one of which is a work truck at 
his construction site. It’s in re-
ally bad shape, and he wants to 
take $16,000 out of savings to 
buy another one. We only have 
$17,000 in the account. What 
should we do?

Caroline
Dear Caroline,

Your husband 
wants to drain 
your savings to 
buy a $16,000 
vehicle and roll it 
up to a construc-
tion site? I think 
this guy has been 
watching too 
many macho-man truck com-
mercials.

In the real world, some hard 
hat will run into it with a piece 
of heavy equipment or drop a 
load of bricks off center and put 
some big time damage on this 
truck before he puts 1,000 miles 

on it. He wants to buy way too 
much truck. This kind of deci-
sion will wreck your finances 
and spell bad news for the busi-
ness, too. 

You can buy a perfectly 
good work truck for $6,000 or 
$7,000, and that’s what he needs 
to do. This truck is going to get 
destroyed, and trashing an in-
expensive truck is a much bet-
ter idea than trashing the family 

finances!
Dave

* Dave Ramsey 
is America’s 
trusted voice 
on money and 
business, and 
CEO of Ramsey 
Solutions. He 

has authored seven best-selling 
books. The Dave Ramsey Show 
is heard by more than 12 mil-
lion listeners each week on 575 
radio stations and multiple digi-
tal platforms. Follow Dave on 
Twitter at @DaveRamsey and 
on the web at daveramsey.com.

“I think this guy 
has been watching 
too many macho-man 
truck commercials.”

-Dave Ramsey


