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NOTICE OF PROPOSED 
AD VALOREM TAX EFFORT

HOLMES COUNTY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

The Holmes County School District will hold a 
public hearing on its proposed school district 
budget for fiscal year 2017-2018 on June 20, 
2017, 10 A.M. at the Office of the Superinten-
dent of Education, 313 Olive Street, Lexington, 
MS 39095. At this meeting, a proposed ad va-
lorem tax effort will be considered.

The Holmes County School District is now 
operating with projected total budget revenue 
of $7,359,979.00. Of that amount,17.47 percent 
or $4,779,770.00 of such revenue is obtained 
through ad valorem taxes. For the next fiscal 
year, the proposed budget has total projected 
revenue of $4,589,448.00. Of that amount, 
$4,970,961.00 percent or 20.22% is proposed to 
be financed through a total ad valorem tax levy.

For the next fiscal year, the proposed increase in 
ad valorem tax effort by Holmes County School 
District may result in an increase in the ad va-
lorem tax millage rate.

Ad valorem taxes are paid on homes, automo-
bile tags, utilities, business fixtures and equip-
ment and rental real property.

Any citizen of Holmes County School District is 
invited to attend this public hearing on the pro-
posed ad valorem tax effort, and will be allowed 
to speak for a reasonable amount of time and 
offer tangible evidence before any vote is taken.

/s/ A. L. Meeks
Dr. Angel Meeks
Superintendent of Education
Holmes County School District
Lexington, MS  39095

*Living
(Continued from page 5.)

“psychological parenting” – the 
expert-driven parenting para-
digm America embraced in the 
late 1960s – fails miserably at 
teaching children to put their 
emotions under the control of 
rational thinking. Emotional 
control is incompatible with 
children having a supposed 
right to express their feelings 
freely, one of the most power-
ful of the post-1960s parenting 
memes. Public schools that no 
longer teach critical thinking 
skills don’t help the situation.

In danger of being forgotten 
is that American teenagers were 
once generally respectful, trust-
worthy, rational, hard-working, 
and the like. What was not so 
long ago the norm has become 
the exception to the teen whose 
feelings rule. The upshot of 
this is a dramatic rise in teen 
mental health problems since 
the 1960s. Some researchers 
estimate that today’s children, 
compared with 1960s kids, are 
ten times more likely to experi-
ence a major emotional setback 
by age 16.

Put this all together with open 
adoption and you have a poten-
tial “I want to go live with my 
birth mother because she really 
understands me” soap opera 
when the adopted child hits ad-
olescence. The fact is, your son 
doesn’t know what is best for 
him. His birth mother doesn’t 
know what’s best for him, ei-
ther. If she did, she wouldn’t be 
engineering this from behind the 
curtain. Of the players, only the 
two of you truly know him and 
have his best interests in mind.

The further tragedy is that 
judges sometimes treat these 
situations as they would treat a 
custody dispute following di-
vorce. Furthermore, the agree-
ments you signed at the time of 
adoption put you in a legal bind 
here. Therefore, the best thing 
for you to do is get yourselves 
a family attorney who has had 
a good amount of experience in 
such matters.

By Gary Andrews
gary@gadevotionals.com
Eleanor Roosevelt once said, 

“People grow through experi-
ence if they meet life honestly 
and courageously. This is how 
character is built.”

Webster’s Dictionary describes 
character as a distinctive trait, 
quality, or attribute; the pattern 
of behavior or personality found 
in an individual or group; moral 
constitution; moral strength; 
self-discipline, fortitude; reputa-
tion, a statement about the be-
havior, qualities, etc. of a person.

The Psalmist says in Psalm 
106:3, “Blessed are they who 
maintain justice, who constantly 
do what is right.”

Do people say you are a person 
of good character?

Character is not something 
given to anyone but a trait that 
has to be earned by believing in 
yourself and doing what is right. 
Character comes in two different 
flavors, one being good and the 
other being bad.

Character is talked about all 
through the pages of the Bible. 
We see that the Lord has devel-
oped individuals and kings with 
bad character and the results of 
their living is brought down and 
defeated by the Holy God.

In the book of Job, Satan is 
roaming about the earth wanting 
to test the Lord and God tells him 
in Job 1:8: “Have you considered 
my servant Job? There is no one 
on earth like him; he is blame-
less and upright, a man who fears 

What does your character say about you?
God and shuns evil.”

As we read the book of Job we 
find that Job did not give in to the 
temptation of Satan even though 
he was stripped of his family and 
wealth. Job held strong to his 
character and belief in God.

In today’s society so many 
of us give in to the temptation 
of the world or Satan, and find 
ourselves struggling because we 
have jeopardized our character 
and belief. We even find people 
in the pulpits of our churches 
who are compromising God’s 
Holy places with the works of 
Satan and his disciples.

The Apostle Paul told the 
church at Corinth, “Do not be 
misled; bad company corrupts 
good character.” (1 Corinthians 
15:33).

Your character is you. It is how 
you are going to be known to your 
family, friends, and peers. We are 
to pattern ourselves after the Lord 
Jesus Christ and know that after 
this short life on earth we will 
spend an eternity with Him.

If you’ve spent much time 
traveling through Mississippi, 
especially close to dawn or dusk, 
chances are you have seen a red 
fox. The red fox (Vulpes vulpes) 
is frequently found in and around 
cities and towns.

The red fox is a medium-sized 
mammal, with the general ap-
pearance of a small dog, having 
a pointed muzzle, prominent 
ears, black feet and reddish-yel-
low to tawny across the upper 
section of the body and whitish 
or grayish on the underside. The 
most distinguishing feature is its 
tail. The red fox’s tail accounts 
for approximately one-third of 
its total body length and is bushy 
with the terminal portion being 
black, tipped with white.

The red fox prefers upland 
woods and farmlands with mead-
ows, cultivated fields, pastures and 
woodlots, but can also be found in 
bottomland woods, especially ad-
jacent to agricultural areas.

The main part of the red fox’s 
diet consists of small mammals 
such as rabbits, mice and voles, 
but they also eat small birds, 
insects and a variety of plant 
foods, especially certain fruits. 
Occasionally the red fox will 
feed on carrion found along 
roadways.

The red fox is a monogamous 
animal and it is not unusual for 
them to be mated for life. They 
pair off and breeding usually oc-
curs in January and February. 
Den sites are typically located 
in wooded areas adjoining fields, 
along wooded rivers or streams 
or in rocky outcroppings. A den 
can be excavated in a cut bank or 
gully, or a natural or abandoned 

Conservation Corner
by James Cummins
Executive Director 

of Wildlife Mississippi

cavity may be suitable. Most den 
sites have numerous entrances. 
Dens are generally only used to 
rear young or as shelter from 
harsh weather.

Females produce one litter 
per year after a gestation period 
of 51 to 53 days. The litter size 
varies from 1 to 11, but 4 to 5 
is average. The young are born 
in March or April; at birth the 
young are blind and weigh about 
10 grams. They open their eyes 
at the age of 1 week. The young 
will first emerge from the den 
when they are about 3 weeks 
old. Both parents take an active 
role in providing food for the 
young. The young fox is weaned 
at about 2 months of age and at 
6 months of age will begin to 

Judy and Ed Hathcock visited 
Stacey and family in Yazoo City 
during the week.

Vacation Bible School is un-
derway this week, Monday 
through Wednesday, at First 
Baptist Church. Prayers are for 
all in attendance.

Mrs. R.E. (Ann) Irby spent 
time with Cathy and family 
while recovering from recent 
eye surgery. We sure missed her.

Mrs. Dot Blanton is home af-
ter a good visit with Beth and 
family in Fort Smith, Arkansas. 
We missed her a lot.

Our church and community 
have recently lost two of its 
best citizens and faithful church 
members, Frankie Farmer and 
Mitch Land. All will miss them 
for a very long time. May God 
bless the families and give 
peace and comfort to each.

leave the den and forage on its 
own. The females will reach 
sexual maturity and first breed at 
10 months of age.

It is interesting to note that 
there was a debate as to whether 
the red fox species in Missis-
sippi is the introduced European 
subspecies or the native Ameri-
can red fox. The red fox was not 
always present over much of the 
state when it was forested, al-
though it may have been present 

in the Blackland Prairies. Land 
clearing for agricultural purpos-
es provided suitable habitat and 
the red fox extended its range. 
Evidence now favors the view 
that the European subspecies 
never became well established 
and that the present day popula-
tions consist of various subspe-
cies of native red fox.

James L. Cummins is execu-
tive director of Wildlife Missis-
sippi.

Durant student named to 
medical scholars program

Carey Williams, of Durant, 
was selected to participate in 
this year’s Rural Medical Schol-
ars Program at Mississippi State 
University.

This year’s program runs 
through June 29. RMS is an 
opportunity for high school stu-
dents between their junior and 
senior years to learn more about 
careers as family practice physi-
cians. 

The rigorous program pro-
vides significant insight into the 
academic requirements neces-
sary to becoming a physician 
coupled with a real world look 
at the day-to-day practice of 
medicine and some of the issues 
relevant to the work and person-
al life of rural physicians.

Durant News by  Rowena Hill


