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WiLLiAm DAniEL BRETT
William Daniel Brett, 73, of 

Lexington, MS, passed away 
May 30, 2017, at his home.  Mr. 
Brett was preceded in death by 
his mother Dorothy Pearce Brett.  
Mr. Brett is survived by his wife 
Sandra Hammett Brett of Lex-
ington; three children, William 
Gregory (Anna Laura) Brett of 
Hattiesburg, MS, Camille Brett 
(Senn) Catchings of Madison, 
MS and Keith Hampton (Natalie) 
Brett of Atlanta, GA; and six lov-
ing grandchildren, Chance and 
Callie Catchings, Will, David, 
Andrew and Patrick Brett.

Visitation was held June 2, 
2017 at First United Methodist 
Church in Lexington. A funeral 
service was held at 11 a.m.  Burial 
followed at Odd Fellows Cem-
etery in Lexington.

Memorials may be made in 
Danny’s memory to the Hammett 
Educational Fund for the benefit 
of Central Holmes Academy or 
the charity of your choosing.

JAn JAmiSOn
Jan Jamison, 64, of Koscius-

ko, MS passed away Wednes-
day, May 31, 2017 of natural 
causes at Baptist Attala Medical 
Center in Kosciusko.

Funeral services were held, 
Monday, June 5, 2017 at Park-
way Cemetery in Kosciusko. 
Winters Funeral Home handled 
the arrangements.

REBA nixOn miLES
Reba Nixon Miles, 96, died 

Friday, May 26, 2017 at her res-
idence in Ridgeland.  Graveside 
services were held on May 28, 
2017 in Oak Grove Cemetery.

LinniE mAE ROBY
Mrs. Linnie Mae Roby, 90, 

of Goodman, MS passed away 
Friday, June 2, 2017 of natural 
causes at St. Dominic Hospital

Funeral services will be held, Sat-
urday, June 10, 2017 at St. James 
Church of Deliverance in Durant, 
MS with burial in Shady Grove 
Cemetery in Goodman. Winters 
Funeral Home in Kosciusko is han-
dling the arrangements.

WiLEnA H. STARk
Wilena Higginbotham Stark 

passed away Wednesday morn-
ing, May 31, 2017, at Hos-
pice Ministries in Ridgeland, 
Mississippi. She was born in 
1923 in the Methodist parson-
age in Louise, Mississippi, the 
daughter of the Rev. C.Y. and 
Fannie Sarah Whittington Hig-
ginbotham. Wilena grew up in 
a number of towns where her 
father served as minister for the 
Mississippi Methodist Confer-
ence. She graduated from Johns 
High School in Rankin County 
in 1940.

After completing studies at 
Clark Business School in Jack-
son, she was employed by the 
Mississippi Forestry Commis-
sion for ten years as Secretary 
to the State Forester. It was here 
that she met Meredith Osborn 
(Mike) Stark, a Forestry gradu-
ate of Louisiana State Univer-
sity and a native of Bunkie, 
Louisiana, and Gulfport, Mis-
sissippi. Wilena and Mike were 
married in September 1945 at 
Galloway United Methodist 

Church in Jackson. After four 
years as a district forester for 
the state Mike was employed 
with International Paper Com-
pany, while Wilena remained at 
the Forestry Commission. They 
moved to Lexington, Missis-
sippi, in 1952 to establish Stark 
Timber Company.

During her 41 years in Lex-
ington, Wilena (Wil) was active 
in the First United Methodist 
Church, serving as president of 
the United Methodist Women, 
as a member of the church’s 
Administrative Board, as chair-
man of various committees and 
as a Sunday school and vaca-
tion Bible school teacher. She 
was also a member of the Lex-
ington Garden Club and the 
Lucky 12 Club. In addition to 
helping her husband in his busi-
ness throughout the years, she 
was a caring wife, mother, aunt 
and grandmother and a talented 
hostess and homemaker. Her 
children remember fondly her 
seafood gumbo, shrimp creole, 
beef and pork roasts, delicious 
pound cake and fresh vegetables 

from Mike’s garden.
Wil and Mike enjoyed travel-

ing and she continued to do so 
after his death in 1986. She espe-
cially liked visiting the National 
Parks and several Elderhostels, 
including two weeks in Austria. 
Upon returning to Jackson in 
1993 Wilena joined St. Luke’s 
United Methodist Church where 
she was active in the United 
Methodist Women, Wednesday 
for Adults and an adult bible 
study class. She spent her last 
years at The Orchard retirement 
home in Ridgeland, where she 
renewed friendships with prior 
acquaintances from around Mis-
sissippi and made many new 
friends, played bridge, enjoyed 
music performances and bingo 
and other activities and read on 
her iPad.

Mike and Wil were blessed 
with three children, Rebecca 
Stark (David Sachs) of Man-
hattan, Kansas, John Meredith 
Stark (Christy) of Abu Dhabi, 
United Arab Emirates and 
Katherine Landrum (Larry) of 
Florence, Mississippi. “Mama 
Wil” was grandmother to Ben-
jamin Stark-Sachs and Jonathan 
Stark-Sachs of Manhattan, Kan-
sas and Ann Stewart-Sachs of 
Stockholm, Sweden. Additional 
survivors include Christy’s chil-
dren and grandchildren in Ten-
nessee, Texas, and Colorado; 
Larry’s children and grandchil-
dren in Washington and Idaho; 
her older brother John (Evelyn) 
Higginbotham of Brandon; 
younger siblings Sarah Halford 
of Meadville, Cole (Clara) Hig-

ginbotham, Jr., of Pearl, and 
Ralph (Kay) Higginbotham of 
Clinton; and her Higginbotham 
and Stark family nieces and 
nephews in Mississippi, Loui-
siana, Texas, Alabama, Georgia, 
North Carolina, New York, New 
Jersey and Maine. She was pre-
ceded in death by her husband 
M.O. Stark and her brother-in-
law Wayne Halford of Mead-
ville.

A funeral service was held on 
Saturday, June 3, at 2:00 p.m. 
at St. Luke’s United Methodist 
Church, 621 Duling Avenue, 
Jackson, Mississippi, in the Fon-
dren neighborhood. A graveside 
service was held at 3:00 p.m. 
the following day, Sunday, June 
4, at Odd Fellows Cemetery in 
Starkville, Mississippi.

Parkway Funeral Home in 
Ridgeland, Mississippi, was in 
charge of arrangements. The 
family is thankful for the won-
derful service provided by Wile-
na’s many caregivers at the Uni-
versity of Mississippi Medical 
Center, The Orchard, Sta-Home 
Health, St. Joseph Hospice out-
patient care, and Hospice Min-
istries. Memorials may be sent 
to St. Luke’s United Methodist 
Church in Jackson or to a char-
ity of your choice.

Obituaries
Holmes graduate 
earns pharmacy degree

Anthony Russell of Jackson 
is one of six hundred fifty-nine 
students graduated from Union 
University May 20 during 
spring commencement services 
of the 192nd graduating class at 
Oman Arena.

Russell, who is the grand-
son of the late Bruce and Min-
nie Colbert of Tchula and a 
graduate of S. V. Marshall High 
School, graduated with a Doctor 
of Pharmacy.

Gregory Wills, dean of the 
School of Theology at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
gave the commencement ad-
dress, emphasizing to the gradu-
ates the importance of remem-
bering.

“Remembering is more than 
an exercise of intellectual ca-
pacity,” he said. “To remember 
is a moral act.”

As part of the ceremony, 
the first class of students from 
Union’s EDGE program re-
ceived their post-secondary 
certificates of completion. The 
two-year program, which began 
in 2015, exists to give students 
with intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities the oppor-
tunity to have a college experi-
ence.

Located in Jackson, Tenn., 
Union University is a liberal 
arts-based university affili-
ated with the Tennessee Baptist 
Convention. Founded in 1823, 
Union is the oldest institution 
relating to the Southern Baptist 
Convention.
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Hello everyone! West Public 
Library will be having its first 
summer program this Friday 
June 9 at 10:00 a.m. We will 
be having Freedom Ranch with 
exotic animals!  I am extending 
sign-up one more day and giv-
ing out summer T-shirts until 
they run out, if you check out 
five books or more.

May was a busy month for 
Glyn and Inez Dickerson.  Their 
grandson Alex Borst graduated 
from Ole Miss, Cum Laude and 
his sister Allie Grace finished 
her first year in pre-med with a 
grade of 4.0. Their granddaugh-
ter Emilee Branch was married 
to Charles Stevens at the beau-
tiful Beau Jardin Gardens in 
Natchitoches, LA with a large 
group of family and friends in 
attendance. Emilee is finishing 
her nursing degree and Charles 
is employed with the Bossier 
City, LA Fire Department.

Billy and Carolyn Tate cel-
ebrated their 41st wedding an-
niversary on May 20 in Vicks-
burg. The highlight of the day 
was attending the Ballet and Tap 
recital of four year old great-
granddaughter Lauren Rae 
Davis. On Saturday night they 
were treated to a family and 
friend cookout by granddaugh-
ter and her husband, Kassey and 
Gerald Ray Davis. 

Visiting with Billy and Caro-
lyn Tate this past week was her 
mother Mrs. Allene Peters of 
Louisville.  They had an enjoy-
able time, shopping, eating and 
relaxing.


