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The conservation of habi-
tat plays an important role for
Mississippi. Conservation ease-
ments are one of the most land-
owner-friendly  conservation
tools to preserve a particular
conservation ecthic. Easements
enable a landowner to protect
habitat while at the same time,
taking advantage of federal tax
benefits.

The federal government, spe-
cifically the Internal Revenue
Service, recognizes that a con-
servation easement has poten-
tial public benefits and as such
could qualify the owner for a
substantial tax deduction.

The easiest way to understand
conservation easements is to
look at rights that come with
owning land. When a conser-
vation easement is placed on a
property, the owner may give
up certain rights (e.g., develop-
ing the property). Restrictions
on the property are specified in
the easement document, which
must be perpetual in order to re-
ceive tax benefits. The easement

document is a legal instrument
that is filed with the Chancery
Clerk’s office in the county of
record.

There are three important as-
pects of any conservation ease-
ment that must be met. First, the
casement must meet a definite
conservation purpose. The pri-
mary purpose, in most cases,
would be the protection and/or
restoration of important habi-
tats. Second, in order to qualify
for a conservation easement, the
casement must be granted to or
be held by a “qualified conser-
vation organization,” such as
the Mississippi Land Trust. The
easement gives the organization
the right and responsibility to
monitor and enforce the restric-
tions placed on the property and
ensure adherence to the ease-
ment document. A third, but
equally important aspect of the
conservation easement process,
is the development of what is re-
ferred to as a baseline ecological
assessment. It is an ecological
“snapshot” of the property and

records the condition and uses
of the property.

Except for the restrictions
described by the easement, the
property owner retains all other
rights. Hunting, fishing and for-
est management can still be con-
ducted.

When one places a conserva-
tion easement on the property,
the owner can be assured that
it will remain in a natural state
forever. The property owner is
rewarded by the fact that the
easement will promote his or
her conservation ethic while re-
ceiving immediate tax benefits.
Conservation easements are
increasingly being recognized
as a tool for property owners.
Through the efforts of land-
owners we can be assured that
Mississippi’s cherished natural
resources will be passed on to
future generations.

If you are possibly interested
in placing a conservation ease-
ment on your property, or would
like more information, contact
the Mississippi Land Trust, PO
Box 23, Stoneville, MS 38776.

James L. Cummins is execu-
tive director of Wildlife Missis-
sippi, a non-profit, conserva-
tion organization founded to
conserve, restore and enhance
fish, wildlife and plant resources
throughout Mississippi.

State budget cuts force health
department to reorganize

On Monday, June 12, the Mis-
sissippi State Department of
Health (MSDH) announces an
agency reorganization that will
greatly reduce administrative
costs without affecting services
delivered to the public.

Currently organized into nine
public health districts, the agen-
cy will shift to a three-region
model effective July 1, 2017.
Regional offices will be located
in Tupelo, Jackson, and Biloxi.

“By closing two-thirds of our
district offices, we’re imme-
diately saving $1.5 million in
administrative overhead,” said
MSDH State Health Officer Dr.
Mary Currier. “We have reduced
district level leadership and
our overall agency workforce
through retirements, resignations
and reassignments. We have also
realigned federal funds to sup-
port our clinic and district opera-
tions; therefore no layoffs within
county clinics and district offices
are anticipated at this time.”

At the same time, the super-
vision of many county-level
programs — immunizations, tu-
berculosis control, epidemiol-
ogy, disease intervention, and

emergency preparedness — will
be centralized to relieve some of
the burden in the field.

Dr. Currier said the goal of this
reorganization has always been
to reduce overhead and stream-
line operations while maintain-
ing core public health services
in the state and minimizing the
impact on service delivery.

“Adapting to changes in
budget and revenue has been a
fluid process. We are continu-
ally working hard to determine
where more cuts can be made,
if needed, and we will continue
to monitor and evaluate our pro-
grams and services throughout
the state,” she said. “We are now
and always will be committed
to protecting and promoting the
health of all Mississippians.”

Follow MSDH at HealthyMS.
com/connect.

MA TEEGADIMVMAUDIS/IIT/S
AGoOGHEL IMEA X LIERER|IE
S|A|GIOJMAIN/OMA|L|I E|[SIEMR|O|DIE
C LA I/ MSIK/1/LITSIIO/P/E/INED
SETANSMAPILIAIN
P AR TR | DIGEISIMD|I|A[LIEIC[T|S
ODEMSCADSEARIETEIRHIUE
LAMAB | MPIBSLIICIEJEN|I[CIE
EMANATERTH INEJDIE[CK|S
IINIL'YJIF RIAINKJNC/OR|K
WAINE SJIO/R/AL'EJl|B/R|A|VIA[D|O
R I DSHRP/LIAICEJY|[O/UBBE DE|N
ADEPR IMEIPIERISEINEILIL
PEIRICE/ I VIEJNP|OIS[I|TITIVIEIL]Y
ROSEMS OSHS/IRE
ALB/IINOJMS/PO[T|SIEINIE/S TIER
DO ESIINE|VERMOREJNT[IILE
I INEEJEVENBAIL E[SIMERIAS
TEINSHEIRANTHEENOD/SIMDE|NT

SALADS -

FRANKS

www.frankschevy.com

|
sfranks@frankschevy.com
Office (662) 289-4611

Fax I 662 : 633-4400

Businesses and Services Directory

$16/WEEK

Three Months Minimum
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BAR-B-QUE & CATERING SERVICE
SLOW SMOKED TENDER MEATS

RIBS - TIPS - PULLED PORK - PAN TROUT

BEEF BRISKETS - FISH -

SIDES
BAKED BEANS - POTATO SALAD - COLE SLAW
DESSERTS - BURGERS -
OWNER WINDA (JERRY) STEVERSON \
277 SE Depot St. *» Durant *» 662-653-0025/0602

SAUSAGE - CHICKEN

FRIES - MORE

LT

STEPHEN FRANKS

1001 Hwy 35 N » Kosciusko, MS 39090

RO. Box 1065
312 Sauth Mound Street
Yazoo City, MS 39194

ALL TYPE OF GLASS & MIRROR CUT TO ORDER
Windshield Installation & Repair

Phone: 662-746-1983
Cell: 662-571-6064
Fax: 662-746-8864

. :.:s N& BONES

Y ABOGUT IT! R

i '?::. Call the Herald to find out how! 662-834-1151

Commercial-Raesidential - “FREE ESTIMATES”
Store Front / Canopies / Overhead & Garage Doors
Store Front Hardware & Locks
DELTA GLASS & DOORS
JIMMY PHILLIPS

LIST -Iﬁ;-I'HE DIRECTORY

‘ b,
all the Herald at 662-834-11

Qanlsanqﬂe

Land and Hon

Smﬂl

Cell: 601-668-5697
Office: 601-898-2772

Fax: 601-898-8278

www. TomSmithLand.com
Sam @TomSmithLand.com

o1 Crescent Blvd. Suite 103
I’[Dm
Expect Mare. Ge More. - Ridgeland, MS 39157
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Pop’s Produce

327 Hwy 12 W., Kosciusko, MS 39090
“Across from the Hospital”
Monday - Saturday 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Fresh - Local - Delicious
Shelled Peas & Butter Beans
Watermelons & Cantelopes

Owners Kenny & Anita Horne

Amish Cheese!

662-582-2450
662-633-1839
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10
Lexington

Locally owned -
and operated!

arroliton
- 662-834-9007

LIST YOUR
BUSINESS HERE!
CALL MATTHEW OR
JULIE

Durant

L\ CALL THE HOLMES
,‘e___oum HERALD
% TODAY TO SEE
S WHAT OUR
ADVERTISING
SPOTS CAN DO
FOR YOU!

%662-834-1151

y
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AT 662-834-1151

SCOTT PETROLEUM CORPORATION

www.scottpetroleuminc.com

309 Depot St
Lexington, MS 39095

Office: 662-834-1089

Fax 662-834-6082

Cell 662-299-7461
kjoiner@scottpetroleuming.com

SCOTT

KENNY JOINER

Division Manager Visit us in Tchula, Lexington,

Durant, Pickens and Canton.

Healthcare, LLC

MON. - FRI. 9 A.Mo To 5 poM. ® 662-653-4106
15481 BOWLING GREEN ROAD ¢ DURANT, M$

LIST YOUR
BUSINESS HERE!
CALL MATTHEW OR
JULIE
AT 662-834-1151




