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LIST WITH US!

HOLMES COUNTY HERALD
CLASSIFIED LISTINGS

FREE
• 25 words max. for three weeks. Any lon-
ger in word count or run time and listing 
must be paid for.
• Must be submitted by U.S. Mail, faxed 
or in person. No phone calls.  No emails. 
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS FRIDAY 
BY NOON FOR THE FOLLOWING WEEK’S 
EDITION.
• Classifieds are a personal, single sale 
item listing. (i.e. House for sale/rent, car, 
boat, free dog/cat)
• Items must be located in Holmes County 
only.
• No job listings, Avon, Mary Kay, YARD 
SALES, produce, etc.
• The Herald reserves the right to edit or 
withhold content.

FAX TO: 
662-834-1074

MAIL TO:
 P.O. Box 60
Lexington, 

MS 
39095

Sheriff.
Neighbor.
Polio Eradicator.

Midlife adjustments?
Dear Dave,

My husband and I are in our 
50s, and we have just $12,000 to 
pay off before we’re debt-free. 
We’ve paid off almost $70,000 
in debt in the last two years. We 
would like to buy a house soon, 
but we know we also need an 
emergency fund. It would take 
us almost a year to build up an 
emergency fund, so should we 
make adjustments to the Baby 
Steps since we’re getting older?

Dawn
Dear Dawn,

No! It shouldn’t take you two 
a year to build up an emergen-
cy fund considering the rate at 
which you’ve been paying off 
debt. You need a fully funded 
emergency fund or three to six 
months of expenses set aside be-
fore you start saving for a down 
payment on a home.

You’ve been making great 
progress, and you obviously 
have a good income to be able 
to pay off debt that quickly. 
Maybe in your case you could 
lean a little more toward the 
three-month side with your 
emergency fund before you start 
saving for a house. Then, after 

you’re all moved in, you could 
revisit the emergency fund and 
beef it up to six months.

Just stay on course and stick 
with the plan, Dawn. Fifty isn’t 
old. You two have plenty of time 
to get your finances in order, 
find a great home, and look for-
ward to many great years ahead!

Dave
Skipping to the Altar

Dear Dave,
My wife and I make good 

money, and our daughter’s col-
lege education is pretty much 
paid for through pre-paid tuition 
and scholarships. We just start-
ed your plan to get out of debt 
and take better control of our 
finances. When we get to Baby 
Step 5, which is saving for col-
lege, can we substitute that with 
saving for a wedding?

Bob
Dear Bob,

That would be fine. I’m glad 
you’re thinking ahead. It’s al-
ways a good idea to save toward 
a wedding if you have the finan-
cial resources to do so, because 
weddings are real and they’re 
coming.

The average wedding in 
America today runs around 

Rain clouds are still moving 
across our region as they have 
been for weeks. Tropical storm 
Cindy has come and gone, but 
the wet pattern continues with a 

few breaks during which some 
fields are being replanted to 
soybeans. A few fields of cot-
ton were planted well into the 
month of June as well. 

By: Ernie Flint, Ph.D., CCA, Regional Specialist – Agronomy
Mississippi State University Extension Service 

Field Notes

We can help crops recover

$35,000. Of course, you don’t 
have to pay anywhere near that 
amount to make it a beautiful 
occasion. Your household in-
come, debt, savings and other 
factors will all play into how 
much you can afford.

Just remember to pay cash for 
the wedding, Bob. If you have 
to go into debt to make it hap-
pen, then you’re talking about 
too much money. It’s as simple 
as that. Crunch the numbers 
with your wife, and see what 
you two can handle. 

And remember, there’s abso-
lutely no correlation between 
the cost of a wedding and the 
success of the relationship!

Dave

* Dave Ramsey is America’s 
trusted voice on money and 
business, and CEO of Ramsey 
Solutions. He has authored 
seven best-selling books. The 
Dave Ramsey Show is heard by 

more than 12 million listeners 
each week on 575 radio stations 
and multiple digital platforms. 
Follow Dave on Twitter at @
DaveRamsey and on the web at 
daveramsey.com.

Dealing with extremes of high 
rainfall as well as drought is a 
way of life for farmers in Mis-
sissippi. Methods for manag-
ing crops through these periods 
have been employed by farmers 
with varying success through 
the years. Some of these tech-
niques work and some don’t but 
it seems that when crises arrive 
we want to do “something” in 
an effort to get the crop back on 
track even if the effort may be 
futile. 

Sometimes the best plan is to 
do nothing at all rather than ex-
pend funds that may or may not 
be rewarded in yields. In other 
cases a few basic principles 
may be brought to bear on the 
problem and actually help crops 
recover more rapidly than might 
be expected if left alone. 

As we discussed in an earlier 
piece, the depletion of oxygen 
from the soil as the result of 
soil saturation is probably the 
most direct factor contributing 
to problems with crop develop-
ment during a wet period like 
this. 

The first thing that comes to 
mind in this case is that some 
form of tillage may permit new 
oxygen to enter the root zone 
but this operation will require 
that the soil support the heavy 
equipment needed to accom-
plish the task. 

The use of tillage to prune 
roots and allow oxygen into the 
root zone was not a great prob-
lem when animal power was 
used to pull implements. 

Toward the end of the horse 
drawn era farmers kept a mule 
or two specifically for this pur-
pose, but that time has passed. 
Today we must wait for fields to 
dry down sufficiently for the use 
of other means of tillage. Even 
now this may be a good practice 
especially for cotton. 

There are other ways to help 
crops get back on track. Most 
of these are suited to cotton. 
We must of course manage 
plant development through ap-
plications of PGR products as 
well as boron to help plants re-
direct their energy toward the 
production of fruit rather than 
vegetation. Many growers will 
apply additional nitrogen since 
the appearance of cotton plants 
may suggest that much of their 
applied nitrogen has been lost 
through denitrification and/or 
leaching. 

Usually the actual nitrogen 
loss is far less than we may 
think and plants will “find” it 
later and it will produce exces-
sive growth, shed of the fruit 
load, and quality loss from 
boll rot. A light application of 
between 75 and 100 pounds of 
ammonium sulfate will supply 
around 20 pounds of N as well 
as sulfate which will aid in the 
uptake and utilization of N. 

Supplementation of potash 
may be even more important for 
cotton than nitrogen. Like ni-
trogen, potash is leached down-
ward through the soil profile 
especially on light textured silt 
and sand cotton soils. 

The fact that most roots are 
near the surface compounds this 
problem as well, making the 
surface application of K very 
important to resume good fruit-
ing for cotton plants. 

A topdress of 100 pounds of 
potash (0-0-60) may be the most 
cost effective measure for get-
ting cotton soil fertility back on 
track for respectable yields this 
year. A similar application may 
also provide good benefits for 
soybeans although the body of 
research is not as great as that 
supporting it in cotton.

Thanks for your time.


