State board of education proposes new diploma

options to college and career opportunities for students

The Mississippi State Board on a proposal that would give
of Education (SBE) voted to-
day to invite public comment

students the opportunity to earn
an endorsement with their high dents with disabilities earn a

school diploma and would en-
sure that the majority of stu-

Crop CBOT Delivery Futures EGT Net Change
Month Period Price Basis Price

Wheat Sep 17 2017 July 506 -022 484 -0.05
Wheat Sep 18 2018 July 565 -022 543 -0.04
Corn Sep 17 2017 July 375 -009 366 -0.01
Corn Sep 17 2017 Aug 375 -009 366 -0.01
Soybeans Sidon Nov17 2017 AugSep 998 -0.33 0.00 0.00
Soybeans Gwood  Aug 17 2017 July 985 020 9.65 -0.04
Soybeans Gwood Nov17 2017 AugSep 998 -0.17 9.81 -0.04
Soybeans Minter City Nov 17 2017 AugSep 998 -022 0.00 0.00
Rice Sep 17 11.840 0.425
Rice Sep 18 12.370 0.695
Cotton Oct 17 68.57 1.390
Cotton Dec 17 67.76 1.650

N\ Prices as of 2:00 p.m. on 7/17/17

\/ Call to get daily bids by cell phone or email »

www.ExpressGrain.com 662-453-0800 .

The Town of Tchula held sum-
mer fire and safety camp for
area youth the week of July 4.
Tammy Peavy (Pictured above
at right), fire safety education
officer, along with others from
the Mississippi Fire Marshal’s
Office, conducted a simulation
of a house fire and educated
participates on how to safely
exit a burning house and have
a plan of action.

(Photos by Matthew Breazeale)

traditional diploma.

The proposal follows a state-
wide effort to increase college
and career opportunities for all
students and a new state law
that eliminates the Mississippi
Occupational Diploma (MOD)
option for students with dis-
abilities starting with fresh-
men entering high school in the
2017-18 school year.

The proposed diploma op-
tions include a traditional di-
ploma for all students and an
alternate diploma option for
students with Significant Cog-
nitive Disabilities. Students
will also have the opportunity
to earn additional credits to
qualify for a traditional diplo-
ma with a Career and Technical
Education (CTE) endorsement,
an academic endorsement or
a distinguished academic en-
dorsement. Students can earn
more than one endorsement.

“The proposed diploma op-
tions will give students more
opportunities to demonstrate
their strengths and achieve-
ments and will clearly com-
municate that they are well
equipped for their next stage
in life,” said Dr. Carey Wright,
state superintendent of educa-
tion. “These options will pro-
vide all students, including
students with disabilities, with
meaningful opportunities to
succeed.”

The proposed diploma op-
tions would take effect in the
2018-19 school year. Students
entering grades 10, 11 and 12
in the 2017-18 school year
who are currently in a course
of study that leads to the MOD
option must get parental per-
mission to remain on the MOD
track. Otherwise, their Indi-
vidualized Education Program
(IEP) team would be encour-
aged to consider a course of
study that leads to a traditional
diploma.

The traditional diploma will
require all students graduating
from Mississippi high schools
to have the same basic require-
ments and to earn 24 Carnegie
Units. After meeting the tradi-
tional diploma requirements,
students can take additional
CTE coursework to meet the
requirements for the CTE en-
dorsement or advanced, col-
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Pickens’ Deli would like to
take this opportunity to express
our appreciation and gratitude
to the citizens of Pickens, sur-
rounding towns and counties for
your loyal patronage and sup-
port. Pickens’ Deli celebrated
20 years in business on Monday,
July 17,2017 and is looking for-
ward to serving the community
for many more years to come.

bw

Firewood
Leaf Raking

Yard & Ganden Senvice
30 Yearns Expercence - Dependalble
Commerncial, Residential,

Cemetences, ete.

Bo Patterson

*Clean Fence Lines & Empty Lots *Bush Hogging

*Now is the best time to get bushes cut back & fence lines cleaned.
*We also install Septic Tanks and Sewer Lines. *Stump Grinding
*We also cut limbs hanging over houses and trim shrubs.

Free Estimates

( We do Trenching for Water Lines )

125 Victor St., Durant

* We Specialize in Grass Planting & Lawn Preparation.

(Anywhere in Holmes County)

653-3576 653-9935
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Congratulations to Mrs. Sarah
March. She graduated from
Mississippi  Valley State Uni-
versity.

Congratulations goes to Joe
Morgan, Jr. He got married on
Friday after the 4th of July. May
God bless him with a success-
ful, happy marriage.

Mrs. Jeannette Johnson is

doing fine. She is still taking
therapy.

A few months ago, I found out
people outside of Holmes Coun-
ty enjoy reading this column.
Recently I found out people in
California enjoy reading this
column.

To get your news in this col-
umn call 662-834-1489.

lege-preparation  coursework
to earn an academic or distin-
guished academic endorse-
ment. The CTE and academic
endorsements require students
to earn 26 Carnegie Units. Stu-
dents must earn 28 Carnegie
Units to qualify for the distin-
guished academic endorsement.

“The diploma endorsement
options will encourage students
take advantage of their senior
year in high school to earn a cre-
dential that will benefit them in
college, postsecondary training
or the workforce,” Wright said.

The alternate diploma is de-
signed for the approximately 1
percent of students who have
met the criteria on their IEP for
having a Significant Cognitive
Disability. This diploma re-
quires students earn 24 credits
in an alternate course of study.
The alternate diploma is not
equivalent to the traditional
high school diploma and is
not recognized by postsecond-
ary entities that require a high
school diploma. However, the
alternate diploma certifies that
a student with a Significant
Cognitive Disability has suc-
cessfully completed a course
of study aligned to academic
standards.

Other students with an IEP
may exit high school with a tra-
ditional diploma, with or with-
out an endorsement, or with a
Certificate of Completion. The
Certificate of Completion is
granted to students who have
reached the maximum age of
service under the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act
(IDEA), which in Mississippi
is age 20, and have not been
able to meet the requirements
for a traditional diploma. The
Certificate of Completion is not
equivalent to a high school di-
ploma.

“The proposed diploma op-
tions will ensure that the vast

majority of Mississippi’s stu-
dents are getting the instruction
they need to earn a traditional
high school diploma. Our stu-
dents deserve the opportunity
to graduate with a diploma that
is recognized by employers,
postsecondary institutions, the
military and colleges and uni-
versities,” Wright said.

Learn more about the pro-
posed diploma options here.

The proposed diploma op-
tions will be open for public
comment for 30 days.
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Ashley Boatner

Jacob Williamson
September 23

Sara O’Reilly
Jamie Boyette
October 7

Laura Ellis
Justin Rennhack
October 21

Brett Spell
Grey Clark
November 20
Katelyn Bienemann

Davis Ables
December 9
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Court Square 834-2721 Lexington

MEMORIES OF MOM

Lenzell (Nell) S. Nelson
July 15, 2016

We, th

v

nzell, would like to extend a special

THANK-YOU on her birthday to the only two of Lenzell’s
granddaughters that were there to assist her with her care
during her time of illness: Margaret (Jason) Nelson-Dural
and Monica (Jeremy) Nelson-Huntley.

Ma, have a Happy Birthday as you rest in heaven.
Alpha: July 15, 1922 ~ Omega: December 17, 2016
Love,

Children: John, Ozie, and sonly grandson, Chesalon Nelson.




