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L E G A L  N O T I C E S

LEGALS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
FOR SURPLUS PROPERTY

OWNED BY THE CITY OF DURANT
The City of Durant, Mississippi has de-

clared a certain parcel of land owned by the 
City of Durant to be surplus and no longer 
needed for municipal or related purposes 
and is not to be used in the operation of 
the municipality. Said property being known 
as parcel number 041-12-015.00 and be-
ing more particularly described as follows, 
to-wit:

A lot or parcel of land in the City of Durant 
described as being a lot 45 feet wide by 48 
feet deep off the North end of a lot being 
described as being 45 feet fronting Madison 
Street and running 140 feet parallel to and 
with Depot Street, and said lot or parcel to 
be described, being more particularly de-
scribed as running from the intersection of 
the West line of Depot Street with the North 
line of Madison Street, (this said intersec-
tion being 160 feet North 63 degrees West 
from the West right-of-way line of ICRR) 
along the West line of Depot Street North 
27 degrees East for 92 feet to the beginning 
of the lot to be described, thence North 63 
degrees West for 45 feet parallel with the 
North line of Madison Street, thence North 
27 degrees East for 48 feet parallel with De-
pot Street, thence South 63 degrees East 
for 45 feet parallel with Madison Street, 
thence South 27 degrees West for 48 feet 
along Depot Street to the Point of Begin-
ning, and all being a part of Lots 2 and 9 
in the City of Durant, Holmes County, Mis-
sissippi. This being that same property 
conveyed unto the City of Durant by Hol-
mes County, Mississippi by Warranty Deed 
dated June 25, 1979 and recorded in Deed 
Book 139 at page 663 of the land records of 
Holmes County, Mississippi.

The City of Durant, Board of Alderper-
sons, will offer for sale to the highest bid-
der in the manner provided by law. The City 
of Durant will retain all mineral rights that it 
owns, pursuant to Mississippi Code of 1972, 
Section 21-17-1.

Bids will be received by the City Clerk 
until 5:00 P.M. on the 13th day of October, 
2017, and opened at the Regular Meeting at 
6:30 P.M. on the 17th day of October, 2017, 
in the City Hall Conference Room.

Sealed Bids should be plainly marked 
"BID PROPOSAL FOR DEPOT STREET 
LOT PARCEL NUMBER 041-12-015.00". 
Bids should be filed in the City Clerk's Office 
in the Durant City Hall at 106 West Mulberry 
Street, Durant, Mississippi 39063, or mailed 
to City of Durant, ATTN: Ursula Perry, City 
Clerk, Post Office Box 272, Durant, Missis-
sippi 39063.

The Board reserves the right to reject any 
and all bids.

Given by Order of the Board of Alderper-
sons, this the 19th day of September, 2017.

/s/ Ursula Perry
URSULA PERRY, City Clerk
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IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
HOLMES COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF DAVID E.
GILBERT, DECEASED

Civil Action No.17-00118
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Letters of Administration having granted 
on the 15 day of September, 2017, by the 
Chancery Court of Holmes County, Mis-
sissippi to the undersigned, Debbie Gilbert 
Meeks, on the Estate of David E. Gilbert, 
deceased, notice is hereby given to all per-
sons having claims against said estate to 
present the same to the Clerk of this Court 
for probate and registration according to 
the law within ninety (90) days from the first 
publication of this Notice or they will be for-
ever barred.

This the 15th day of September, 2017.   
/s/ Debbie Gilbert Meeks
Debbie Gilbert Meeks, 
Administratrix of the Estate 
of David E. Gilbert, deceased

Prepared By:
Charles Edwards, Esq, MSB#99773                                      
The Law Office of Marc Boutwell, PLLC
P.O. Box 956
Lexington, Mississippi 39095
Phone (662) 834-9029
Fax (662) 834-3117
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IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
HOLMES COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

TRUSTMARK NATIONAL BANK 
PLAINTIFF

VS.               CAUSE NO.      17-0134 RGC
MICHAEL K. HERRINGTON

DEFENDANTS
AND THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF
T. R. BARRETT, DECEASED

SUMMONS
(BY PUBLICATION)

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI  COUNTY 

IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
HOLMES COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

SANDRA D. BUCHANAN AND
LISA L. BUCHANAN           PETITIONERS
vs.                                          NO.: 17-0133
ALL UNKNOWN STATUTORY WRONG-
FUL DEATH BENEFICIARIES OF CLAR-
ENCE BUCHANAN, DECEASED

RESPONDENTS
SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
TO: All unknown statutory wrongful 
death beneficiaries, under the Mississip-
pi Wrongful Death statute, of Clarence 
Buchanan, deceased

You have been made Respondents 
in the suit filed in the Chancery Court of 
Holmes County, Mississippi, by Sandra D. 
Buchanan and Lisa L. Buchanan, seeking 
a Petition to Determine Statutory Wrongful 
Death Beneficiaries of Clarence Buchanan, 
deceased.

You are summoned to appear and de-
fend against the Petition filed against you 
in this action at 1:30 p.m., on Thursday, 
November 16, 2017, before The Honorable 
Robert G. Clark, III, Chancery Court Judge, 
at the Yazoo County Courthouse in Yazoo 
City, Mississippi, and in case of your fail-
ure to appear and defend, a judgment will 
be entered against you for money or other 
things demanded in the Petition.

You are not required to file an Answer 
or other pleading, but you may do so if you 
desire.
ISSUED UNDER MY HAND AND THE 
SEAL OF THIS COURT, this, the 21 day of 
September, 2017.    
 HENRY LUCKETT, 
 CHANCERY CLERK 
(SEAL) HOLMES COUNTY, 
 MISSISSIPPI
 BY: /s/ Charlie Luckett
 DEPUTY CLERK
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IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
HOLMES COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF 
KENYITA CAMPBELL, DECEASED

CIVIL ACTION, FILE NO. 16-0066
SHAWDA CAMPBELL, ADMINISTRATRIX

SUMMONS
THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
TO: Kenneth Ashford, who cannot be found 
in the State of Mississippi after diligent 
search and inquiry and whose last known 
post office address and street address was 
2016 Attala Road 1205, Kosciusko, Missis-
sippi 39090;

The  Heirs at Law and Wrongful Death 
Beneficiaries under the Mississippi Wrong-
ful Death Statute of Kenyita Campbell, de-
ceased.

You have been made a Respondent 
in the Petition To Determine Heirship and 
Wrongful Death Beneficiaries, the Petition 
For Authority To Settle Doubtful and Dis-
puted Claim and the Petition For Approval 
of First and Final Accounting and for Au-
thority To Discharge Administratrix and to 
Close Estate filed in this Court by Shawda 
Campbell, in her individual capacity and as 
the duly appointed and acting Administra-
trix of the Estate of Kenyita Campbell, de-
ceased, joined therein by Kentrell Boatman, 
Shameeka Campbell Williams and Taneaka 
Campbell, seeking a determination of heir-
ship and wrongful death beneficiaries of 
Kenyita Campbell, deceased, seeking au-
thority to settle estate claim and seeking ap-
proval of first and final accounting and au-
thority to discharge administratrix and close 
the estate. Respondents other than you in 
this action are Shawda Campbell, Kentrell 
Boatman, Shameeka Campbell Williams 
and Taneaka Campbell.

You are summoned to appear and de-
fend against the Petitions filed against you 
in this action at 9:00 A.M. on the 16th day 
of January, 2018, in the courtroom of the 
Holmes County Courthouse in Lexington, 
Mississippi, and in case of your failure to 
appear and defend a judgment will be en-
tered against you for the  things demanded 
in the Petitions.

You are not required to file an answer 
or other pleading but you may do so if you 
desire.

ISSUED UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL 
OF SAID COURT, this the 19th day of Sep-
tember, 2017.

HENRY LUCKETT, 
CLERK OF THE CHANCERY 
COURT OF HOLMES 
COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI
2 Court Square
Post Office Box 1211
Lexington, Mississippi 39095

SEAL     By: s/Charlie Luckett, Deputy Clerk     
Katherine B. Riley, MSB #99109
Don Barrett, P.A.
P. O. Box 927
404 Court Square North
Lexington, MS 39095
Telephone: 662-834-2488
Fax:            662-834-2628
Attorney for Estate
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IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
HOLMES COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE ESTATE OF
L. C. RUSSELL,DECEASED
TONI TURNER,EXECUTOR
VS.                    CAUSE NO. 17-0103 RGC
THE UNKNOWN WRONGFUL DEATH 
BENEFICIARIES OF L. C. RUSSELL, 
DECEASED                      RESPONDENTS

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION
THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
TO: HEIRS AT LAW OF L. C. RUSSELL, 
DECEASED

You have been made respondents in the 
Petition filed in this Court by Toni Turner, 
Executor of the Estate of L. C. Russell, De-
ceased, seeking a Decree that Toni Turner, 
Katina Russell, Jonah Russell and Khadi-
sha Clark are the only heirs at law of L. C. 
Russell, deceased. Respondents other than 
you in this action are not known, if any.

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED to 
appear in the Courtroom of the YAZOO 
COUNTY Chancery Court, in YAZOO, Mis-
sissippi at 1 :30 P.M. o' clock a.m. on Thurs-
day the 16th day of November, 2017, before 
the Honorable Robert G. Clark.

Your failure to appear and defend a judg-
ment will be entered against you for the 
money or things demanded in the compliant 
or petition.

You are not required to file an answer 
or other pleading but you may do so if you 
desire.

Issued under my hand and the seal of 
said Court, this the 8th day of September, 
2017.
(Seal) /s/ Henry Luckett
 Chancery Clerk of
 Holmes County, Mississippi
 By: /s/ Charlie Luckett, D.C.
Melvin L. Pace, Esq.
The Pace Law Firm, Inc.
310 Edgewood Terrace, Suite A
Jackson, MS 39206
601-981-8004
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
TO THE CREDITORS OF VIVIAN WHITE 
BUCHANAN, DECEASED:

Letters Testamentary on the Last Will 
and Testament of Vivian White Buchanan, 
Deceased, were issued by the Chancery 
Court of Holmes County, Mississippi in 
Cause No. 17-0047 on the 21st day of April, 
2017, to the undersigned as the Executrix 
of said Estate.  All persons having claims 
against said Estate are hereby notified that 
they are required to have the same pro-
bated and registered by the Clerk of said 
Court within ninety (90) days of the date of 
the first publication of this notice or they will 
be forever barred.

This the 28th day of September, 2017, 
which is the date of first publication of this 
notice.

\s\ Sandra Buchanan Lindsey
Sandra Buchanan Lindsey, 
Executrix Estate of Vivian 
White Buchanan, Deceased
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SPECIAL COMMISSIONER’S
NOTICE OF SALE

WHEREAS, on December 20, 2010, 
Steve Marshall and Stella Marshall, Hus-
band and Wife executed a certain deed of 
trust to Dennis F. Hardiman, Trustee for the 
benefit of Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Embrace 
Home Loans, Inc., its successors and as-
signs which deed of trust is of record in 
the office of the Chancery Clerk of Holmes 
County, State of Mississippi in Book 2010 
at Page 4881; and confirmed by Chancery 
Cause No. 16-0150RGC; and 

WHEREAS, said Deed of Trust was sub-
sequently assigned to Nationstar Mortgage 
LLC by instrument dated December 20, 
2016 and recorded in Book 2016 at Page 
1047 of the aforesaid Chancery Clerk's of-
fice; and

WHEREAS, J. Gary Massey was ap-
pointed Special Commissioner by order of 
the Chancery Court dated September 29, 
2017, in Chancery Cause No. 16-0150RGC 
and was instructed to judicially foreclose on 
the subject property; and

WHEREAS, default having been made 
in the terms and conditions of said deed of 
trust and the entire debt secured thereby 
having been declared to be due and pay-
able in accordance with the terms of said 
deed of trust and the Chancery Court, 
having requested the undersigned Special 
Commissioner to execute the trust and sell 
said land and property in accordance with 
the terms of said deed of trust and for the 
purpose of raising the sums due thereunder, 
together with attorney's fees, trustee's fees 
and expense of sale.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, J. Gary Massey, 
Special Commissioner, will on November 2, 
2017 offer for sale at public outcry and sell 
within legal hours (being between the hours 
of 11:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.), at the North 
Door of the County Courthouse of Holmes 
County, located at Lexington, Mississippi, 
to the highest and best bidder for cash the 
following described property situated in Hol-
mes County, State of Mississippi, to-wit:  

The following described real property 
situated in the Gwinton Subdivision, East of 
the Railroad, in the Town of Tchula, Holmes 
County, State of Mississippi, to-wit: 

Begin at a point where the west side of 
Poplar Street intersects the north side of 
Cedar Street and run South 43 degrees 15 
minutes west a distance of 32.5 feet; thence 
run North 46 degrees 45 minutes west a 
distance of 75.7 feet; thence run north 41 
degrees 15 minutes east a distance of 170 
feet; thence run south 49 degrees 15 min-
utes east a distance of 76.7 feet; thence 
run south 43 degrees 15 minutes west a 
distance of 143.5 feet to the POINT OF BE-
GINNING, and being situated in and adja-
cent to Block 11 of the Gwinton Subdivision 
of the Town of Tchula, East of the Railroad. 

Being the same property conveyed from 
Cora Baker to Steve Marshall by deed re-
corded March 14, 2002 in Book 228, page 
8 in the registrar's office of Holmes County. 
Parcel ID#: 0531109800 

I WILL CONVEY only such title as vested 
in me as Special Commissioner.

WITNESS MY SIGNATURE on this 4th 
day of October, 2017.

J. Gary Massey, Special Commissioner
Shapiro & Massey, LLC
1080 River Oaks Drive
Suite B-202
Flowood, MS 39232
(601) 981-9299
125 Cedar Street
Tchula, MS 39169
16-016882BD
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IN THE CHANCERY COURT OF 
HOLMES COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF WEBSTER DAVENPORT

CAUSE NO.:17-0022RGC
ALBERTA DAVENPORT       PETITIONER

RULE 81 SUMMONS
(Summons by Publication)

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
COUNTY OF LEE
TO: ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN HEIRS AT 
LAW OF WEBSTER DAVENPORT

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT(S)
You have been made a Defendant in the 

suit filed in this Court by ALBERTA DAVEN-
PORT, Petitioner, seeking Determination of 
Heirs at Law and Wrongful Death Beneficia-
ries of WEBSTER DAVENPORT.

You are summoned to appear and de-
fend against said complaint or petition at 
1:30 p.m. on the 16th day of November 
2017, in the courtroom of the Yazoo County 
Chancery Building in Yazoo, Mississippi 
and in case of your failure to appear and de-
fend a judgment will be entered against you 
for the money or other things demanded in 
the complaint or petition.

You are not required to file an answer 
or other pleading but you may do so if you 
desire.

Issued under my hand and the seal of 
said Court, this 5th day of October, 2017.
(Seal) /s/ Henry Luckett
 Clerk of Holmes County,
 Mississippi
 By: /s/ Charlie Luckett, D.C.
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HOLMES CO BD OF SUPERVISORS
CLAIMS SUMMARY FOR: 9/2017

FOR THE PERIOD ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2017
FND-DPT  DEPARTMENT NAME                                 DEPT TOTAL
-------------  ------------------------------                  ------------------
001-000  GENERAL COUNTY PAYROLL                              272054.20
001-100  BOARD OF SUPERVISORS                             13364.72
001-101  CHANCERY CLERKS DEPT                                   4204.12
001-102  CIRCUIT CLERKS DEPT                                  2651.15
001-105  ASSESSOR/TAX COLLECT                                         10026.87
001-151  MAINT OF BLDG & GROUP                                21476.67
001-152  DATA PROCESSING DEPT                                   1640.00
001-154  VETERAN SERVICE OFFICE                                     1038.00
001-160  CHANCERY COURT                                               5426.20
001-161  CIRCUIT COURT                      18190.26
001-163  JUVENILE COURT                                      2764.50
001-165  LUNACY COURT                                                  225.00
001-166  JUSTICE COURT                       8202.26
001-167  CORONER                             1491.87
001-168  DA SPACE RENTAL                                            600.00
001-169  CO PROSECUTING ATTY                                  600.00
001-180  ELECTIONS                           1427.73
001-200  SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT                                      24122.19
001-240  EMER MEDICAL SERVICE                                       19000.00
001-341  WASTE TIRE GRANT                                   3452.00
001-400  PUBLIC HEALTH ADM                                         60.00
001-420  HEALTH CENTERS                                                5000.00
001-440  MENTAL HEALTH                                                 2233.33
001-450  WELFARE ADMINISTRATION                                  3666.28
001-458  ATTORNEYS FOR PAUPER                                   8055.56
001-631  COUNTY EXTENSION SER                                     7356.27
001-680  NEIGHBORHOOD S/F                                         21.60
001-686  INDUST PARK UTILITIES                                  4968.85
013-000  AOC DRUG/DUI FUND                                  4984.31
013-172  AOC DRUG/DUI FUND                                     7833.34
025-163  YOUTH COURT REFEREE EXPENSE                          987.92
032-000  VICTIMS OF CRIME ACT GRANT                                       13521.80
032-168  VOCA EXPENSES                                       276.60
048-341  SMALL MUN & LTD POP GRANT                                      1880.00
096-000  REAPPRAISAL OF PROPERTY P/R                                  15025.46
096-153  REAPPRASIAL OF PROPERTY                              5560.50
097-000  911 ENHANCED FUND                                        5903.93
097-265  911 ENCHANCED FUND                                      5246.79
101-690  ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT                                   40.00
104-131  LAW LIBRARY                                       2779.97
105-000  SOLID WASTE PAYROLL                               13166.89
105-340  SOLID WASTE - EXPENSES                         12094.38
105-351  LEASE PURCHASE GARBAGE TRUCKS                            4611.45
106-000  FIRE PROTECTION/TAX PAYROLL                                 914.03
106-251  FIRE PROTECTION/TAX                                   194.34
124-000  HHR CANTEEN FUND                                      3289.15
124-220  HHR CANTEEN FUND                                  431.68
151-301  DISTRICT 1 EXPENSES                                             20761.53
151-311   LEASE PAYMENT DUMP TRUCK                                    1509.02
151-321  DISTRICT ONE LEASE PAYMENT                               1744.50
152-000  DIST 2 R&B PAYROLL                              14306.87
152-302  DISTRICT 2 EXPENSES                                           14007.74
152-332  DISTRICT 2 LEASE PAYMENT                             1655.37
152-362  DISTRICT 2 LEASE PAYMENT                                     1730.19
152-372  LEASE PURCHASE MOTOR GRADER                                  1730.19
153-000  DIST 3 R&B PAYROLL                                    12921.23
153-303  DISTRICT 3 EXPENSES                                         28456.25
153-313  DISTRICT 3 LEASE PAYMENT                                  1509.01
153-323  DISTRICT 3 LEASE PAYMENT                                   1551.37
153-353  DISTRICT 3 LEASE PAYMENT                              1744.50
154-000  DIST 4 R&B PAYROLL                               19655.34
154-304  DISTRICT 4 EXPENSES                                              52031.31
154-314  DISTRICT 4 LEASE PAYMENT                           3202.68
154-334  DISTRICT 4 LEASE PAYMENT                                1655.37
155-000  DIST 5 R&B PAYROLL                                 13156.03
155-305  DISTRICT 5 EXPENSES                               14728.22
155-315  DISTRICT 5 LEASE PAYMENT                             1509.01
155-325  DISTRICT 5 LEASE PAYMENT                                 2411.16
155-345  DISTRICT 5 LEASE PAYMENT                                  1648.33
161-000  DIST 1 B&C PAYROLL                                          13214.90
161-301  DIST 1 BRIDGE & CULVERT                            4000.00
161-311  DISTRICT 1 LEASE PAYMENT                                    917.29
161-331  LEASE PURCHASE EXCAVATOR                                    1555.90
161-341  DISTRICT 1 LEASE PAYMENT                               880.54
162-302  DIST 2 BRIDGE & CULVERT                              1500.00
162-332  LEASE PURCHASE JD TRACTOR                          611.02
163-303  DIST 3 BRIDGE & CULVERT                            1500.00
163-343  DISTRICT 3 LEASE PAYMENT                                906.67
163-363  LEASE PURCHASE MOTOR GRADER                                   1481.49
164-304  DISTRICT 4 BRIDGE & CULVERT                                            1500.00
164-314                                     1190.54
165-305  DIST 5 LEASE PAYMENT                                      1500.00
165-315  DIST 5 BRIDGE & CULVERT                                 1042.59
165-335                                     1153.13
172-342  STATE AID ENGINEER                                         6381.24
192-303                                    29375.00
193-303  DISTRICT 3 ROAD ROAD                                                            406.74
200-800  PRINCIPAL DEBT                                                   3050.27
304-100  CONSTRUCTION FUND                                     11144.71
402-000  HHRCF PAYROLL                                          156057.90
402-220  EXPENSES                           58606.16
650-000  ASSESSMENT CLEARING                                              23850.25
654-000  REGIONAL LIBRARY                                                         4349.86
664-000  CONSTABLES                          2450.00
690-000  HOLMES COMMUNITY COLLEGE                                                 5842.01
691-000  HOLMES COMMUNITY COLLEGE IMP                            6066.42
698-000  GENERAL CLEARING ACCOUNT                                  76845.95
   *** TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS ***                  1173067.97
THIS IS A SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURES FOR SEPTEMBER, 2017 LISTING THE TO-
TAL DISBURSEMENTS BY EACH DEPARTMENT.  A COMPLETE LIST OF ALL EXPENDI-
TURES REPRESENTING THESE TOTALS IS RECORDED IN SUPERVISORS DOCKET 
AND IS OPEN FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION IN THE CHANCERY CLERKS OFFICE DUR-
ING REGULAR HOURS.

__________________________________________________
CLERK OF THE BOARD
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OF HOLMES
TO: THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF T. R. 
BARRETT, DECEASED

You have been made a Defendant in the 
suit filed in this Court by the above refer-
enced Plaintiff, seeking to quiet title and 
judicially foreclose.

You are required to mail or hand deliver 
a written response to the Complaint filed 
against you in this action to James Eldred 
Renfroe, Attorney for the Plaintiff whose 
address is 648 Lakeland East Drive Ste A, 
Flowood MS 39232.

Your response must be mailed or deliv-
ered not later than thirty days after the 28th 
day of September, 2017, which is the date 
of the first publication of this summons.  If 
your response is not so mailed or deliv-
ered, a judgment by default will be entered 
against you for the money or other relief de-
manded in the complaint.

You must file the original of your Re-
sponse with the Clerk of this Court within a 
reasonable time afterward.

Issued under my hand and seal of said 
Court, this the 14 day of September, 2017.

Lexington County Chancery Clerk
PO Box 1211
Lexington MS 39095
by Charlie Luckett, D.C.

Prepared by:
Hon. James E. Renfroe, MSB# 10096 
648 Lakeland East Drive, Suite A 
Flowood, MS 39232
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Q: After two years of chemo-
therapy for acute lymphocytic 
leukemia, our 6-year-old daugh-
ter is now in remission. We’ve 
recently noticed she has dif-
ficulty focusing and staying on 
task. Otherwise, she is bright, 
happy and well-behaved. Her 
physician told us that chemo-
therapy involves neurotoxins 
that can cause focusing issues 
in children. He referred us to a 
neuropsychiatrist who adminis-
tered a five-hour battery of tests, 
diagnosed ADD and prescribed 
an ADD drug. 

After reading you for years, 
I don’t believe that an “illness” 
called ADD truly exists. But is 

  Living With
         Children

By John Rosemond
Copyright 2017, John K. Rosemond

chemotherapy-induced ADD a 
valid thing and if so, what do 
you recommend?

A: Indeed, chemotherapy-
induced neurological problems 
are a verified reality. They in-
clude several that are also symp-
tomatic of what has come to be 
known as ADD or ADHD.

The symptoms in question 
– known as “chemo-brain” – 
include lowered IQ as well as 
memory, attention span, focus-
ing, and hand-eye coordination 
problems. In adults, this symp-
tom cluster is associated with 
strokes, Alzheimer’s, and other 
neurological events and dis-
eases. In that regard, I’ve never 
heard of a stroke or Alzheimer’s 
patient being prescribed an 
ADD drug.

In other words, I don’t under-
stand how a psychiatrist would 
justify diagnosing ADD when 
your daughter’s symptoms are 
chemotherapy-induced. And 
then there’s the issue of giving 
a five-hour battery of tests to a 
six-year-old. Even my attention 
span would suffer. Furthermore, 
the Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual lists not one test-based 
criteria for a diagnosis of ADD/
ADHD (and sixteen of the eigh-
teen symptoms are prefaced by 
the word “often,” whatever that 
means).

Mind you, I am differentiating 
a set of behaviors from a diag-
nosis. So, to be clear, “chemo-
brain” and ADD are two 
different diagnostic entities (ac-
cording to medical literature). 
I am unaware of something 
known as chemotherapy-in-
duced ADD but there is such a 
thing as chemotherapy-induced 
distractibility, short attention 
span, and forgetfulness.

Because a child’s brain is 
very “plastic,” the symptoms 
of chemo-brain in a child are 
generally not permanent. The 
literature reports a healing pro-
cess of indeterminate length that 
eventually corrects or at least 
significantly diminishes these 
late effects.

Psychiatric medications in-
volve unpredictable side effects 
in children that need to be fig-
ured into this calculus. These 
drugs, because they act on the 
central nervous system, might 
interfere with your daughter’s 
healing process.

Ethically, I can’t tell you not 
to follow a physician’s advice. 
Furthermore, you might have 
misunderstood something the 
psychiatrist told you. At the 
very least, you should go back 
to your daughter’s physician 
and discuss your concerns with 
him.

Nonetheless, I can ethically 
tell you what I’d have recom-
mended had you sought my 
advice; to wit, I would have 
suggested that (a) you exhaust 
non-invasive therapies before 
using potentially risky medica-
tions and (b) you start by con-
sulting with a pediatric occu-
pational therapist. In my view, 
your daughter’s brain has suf-
fered enough assault already.

(For more information, go 
to: https://www.cancer.org/
treatment/children-and-cancer/
when-your-child-has-cancer/
late-effects-of-cancer-treatment.
html)

Family psychologist John 
Rosemond: johnrosemond.com, 
parentguru.com.


