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ATTENTION!!!!
DEER HUNTERS

LEXINGTON
FARM SUPPLY   

 Store Hours:  Mon. - Fri.   8 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sat. 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Highway 12 East    834-3388    Lexington

We have a huge selection of  dog collars 
(14 - 26) and leashes in a wide variety of  

lengths with a great assortment of  colors.
We also carry tags for all our collars. We 

engrave name and phone number on tags.

We now carry berry flavored Rice 
Bran and seeds for deer plots.

In stock now: 
Square Bales of  Hay

Look Who’s 21!!!!

Keonta Le'Shun Mallett

October 11, 
1996 

March 16, 
2014 

Love Always & Forever
Mom, Dad, Grandparents, Aunts, Uncles, Cousins, 

Friends and Class of 2015

HAPPY BIRTHDAY

This time of year in the South 
people who don’t commonly 
pay much attention to fields as 
they pass by begin to notice the 
ones that have been planted to 
cotton. These fields transform 
within a few days from the usual 
green to veritable snowbanks of 
white. A lot of passers-by from 
other regions will stop to look in 
amazement at the miracle that 
we southerners have come to 
know.

Cameras capture this wonder-
ment as people from childhood 
to the professional photographer 
snap cotton-framed images of 
friends and family, newlyweds, 
as well as farmers themselves 
with their grandchildren. Some 
well-meaning folks also seem 
to think that these fluffy bolls 
are free for the taking as souve-
nirs, but I suggest that this not 
be done without the permission 
of the farmer who may cherish 
not only the beauty but the mon-
etary value of them.

Some of us have been around 
cotton so much through the de-
cades that it has become a part 
of us much deeper than we re-
alize. A walk through a field of 
open cotton speaks volumes, re-
vealing the results of the season 
that has produced the crop. The 
apparent differences in plant 
size can no longer be trusted 
since farmers modify this pa-
rameter with regulators.

The things that really catch 
my attention are the number of 
missing positions on the plants, 

the degree to which each boll 
has opened, the overall size and 
fluff of the boll, and of course 
the color of the fiber. I have be-
come used to seeing some level 
of bolls that instead of the stan-
dard four locules or “locks” per 
boll have five locks. The level 
of this characteristic within the 
field is normally low enough 
that I must actively search for 
bolls with five locks.

This year is different in that 
the level of five lock bolls 
“seems” to be much higher than 
usual in that they are very easy 
to see just walking down each 
middle. Often there are two of 
them on one branch and many 
branches have at least one. A 
very unscientific estimate of the 
difference from previous years 
may be as much as a change 
from one five lock boll or less 
in a dozen to as many as three or 
four or more per dozen.

Anyone who has worked with 
crops will be quick to point out 
that this is very subjective, and 
they would be correct. Howev-
er, I suggest that you take a look 
for yourself even though I real-
ize there may be fields in which 
this is the case and others where 
it is not. As with any growth or 
plant development character this 
issue will be influenced by sev-
eral of the old standard factors 
including variety, soil fertility, 
drainage, and weather, as well 
as the more debatable things 
like tillage system, soil type, 
rotation program, and so on to 

By: Ernie Flint, Ph.D., CCA, Regional Specialist – Agronomy
Mississippi State University Extension Service 

Field Notes

The year of the five lock boll?
Another movie review, an-

other animated franchise’s third 
installation. This time it’s The 
Lego Ninjago Movie, and like 
the other third efforts I’ve re-
viewed, it’s not as good as the 

first two. Just to make sure of 
that opinion, I revisited both ear-
lier Lego movies before I wrote 
this review, and I was right: of 
the three Lego movies, the first 
two are the true gems and the 
third is just an empty imposter 
of the concept pioneered by its 
predecessors.

Warner Brothers stumbled 
onto an unexpected hit when 
it released The Lego Movie 
back in 2014. It was charming 
and wonderfully animated and 
chocked full of celebrities of-

Reel
Raves

By Cary 
Littlejohn

infinity. Some of the older folks 
may even include the stages of 
the moon at the time of planting, 
a factor that is still commonly 
considered by more people than 
we may want to admit.

This year however has been 
a little different somehow, and 
I want to believe that the early 
stages of this crop were supplied 
better with moisture as well as 
improved balance of nutrients to 
support a more vigorous plant. 
These conditions that were 
more favorable to growth in turn 
likely stimulated the plant to 
produce many embryonic bolls 
with an “extra” carpel that de-
veloped into the increased level 
of these larger and more produc-
tive bolls.

I suspect that we have seen 
similar effects in other crops as 
well, but since cotton is the one 
I notice most readily I have lim-
ited this wandering discussion 

to it.
It would be interesting to 

know whether others across the 
region are seeing this difference 
as well, or if I am seeing a local-
ized phenomenon. Regardless, I 
will suggest that for many fields 
in this area this is “The year of 
the five lock boll”.

Thanks for your time.

fering their voices to the charac-
ters. The studio doubled down 
on the success of The Lego 
Movie with an even stronger fol-
low-up earlier this year with The 
Lego Batman Movie. It seemed 
like an unlikely recipe for suc-
cess, but it continued the charm 
and added a brilliant dose of 
meta-commentary on the entire 
Batman franchise. Like the best 
Pixar films, the first two films in 
the Lego universe were full of 
humor for both kids and adults, 
and I found myself laughing out 
loud on numerous occasions. 
While I expected the same from 
Ninjago based on the previews, 
sadly I found myself sitting in 
the theater wishing I found it 
funnier than I did.

The story follows the tur-
bulent teenage years of Lloyd 
Garmadon (Dave Franco) who

(Continued on page 8.)


