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Clintonians are encouraged to wel-
come spring to the community in 
Olde Towne on Saturday, April 8, as 
the famed community caterpillar Cal-
liope makes her annual visit to the 
brick streets. Business owners and 
residents are busy decorat-
ing with colorful caterpillars 
to make Calliope feel right at 
home. Families are invited to 
join the parade that Saturday, 
which will be led by the 50' 
caterpillar and her troupe of 
children and adults.
Children and parents are in-

vited to gather at Lions Club 
Park with decorated strollers, 
bikes, wagons, etc. for the 
parade. At 9:30 a.m., emcee 
and host James Anderson will 
start the event with the an-
nual reading of Eric Carle’s 
The Very Hungry Caterpil-
lar. The parade will begin at 
the conclusion of the reading 
(approx. 10 a.m.) and is led 
by Calliope. The finale of the 
parade includes former Cat-
erpillar Queens, the Butterfly 
Court, and the 2017 Caterpil-
lar Queen riding on her char-
iot. Each child will receive 
balloons or noisemakers as 
they line up to follow Calliope the 
Caterpillar through the brick streets of 
Olde Towne. The parade ends at the 
intersection of Jefferson Street and 
West Leake Street, where the 2017 
Caterpillar Queen will be crowned 
by the outgoing 2016 Queen Marilyn 
Hetrick. Following the parade, chil-
dren are invited to enjoy the annual 
magic show, face painting and chil-

dren’s activities while parents stroll 
through the Spring Into Green craft 
market. The first 250 children will re-
ceive a free butterfly chrysalis at the 
conclusion of the parade. 
Again this year, the Caterpillar Queen 

invites any young girl to join her But-
terfly Court. The Butterfly Court will 
march together in the parade wear-
ing wings and sashes and will be rec-
ognized alongside the Queen at the 
crowning ceremony. Butterflies will be 
asked to wear their best butterfly cos-
tume and must register with the Main 

Caterpillar Parade, Spring 
Into Green set for April 8

Street office by March 31. Free but-
terfly wings will be given away to the 
first twenty girls who sign up to serve 
in the Queen’s Court. Applications for 
the Queen’s Court can be found on the 
Main Street Clinton web site. After the 
parade, participants are invited to join 
the newly crowned Queen at Meme’s 

Brick Street Bakery for a Butterfly 
Brunch. The brunch costs $12 to at-
tend, and reservations are required. 
Another parade highlight is the group 

of decorated golf cart floats. Clinton 
businesses, organizations or clubs are 
invited to enter a golf cart float in the 
parade. Organizers say it offers a fun 
opportunity for groups to show their 
community spirit by decorating their 

golf cart for spring and 
handing out goodies to 
the families gathered for 
the parade. Businesses 
interested in entering 
a golf cart float should 
contact the Main Street 
Clinton office for an ap-
plication or download 
one from the Main Street 

website. There is no fee to participate. 
In addition to the Caterpillar Parade, 

Olde Towne will host the first craft 
market of the year – the Spring Into 
Green Market. Held from 9 a.m. until 
1 p.m., the market will take place on 
Jefferson Street and highlight unique 
handcrafted items and local food 
trucks. Shoppers have the opportunity 
to go “green” with their purchases at 
the market, buying from responsibly 
sourced or give back businesses. These 
select booths will be indicated by “Pur-
chase with a Purpose” signage.
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Calliope will be on hand to lead the annual Spring into 
Green parade in Olde Towne Clinton on April 8.

Download Butterfly Court applications from  
www.mainstreetclintonms.com/ButterflyCourt.  

Download golf cart float applications from  
www.mainstreetclintonms.com/GolfCartFloat. 

For more information, contact the Main Street 
Clinton office at 601-924-5472 or visit  

www.mainstreetclintonms.com/CaterpillarParade.


