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Clinton High School Arrows hope to make t|tIe run again

By Danny C. Davis

Just what will the 2017 football sea-
son bring for the Clinton High Arrows,
defending Class 6A state champions?

The Arrows are coming off a dream
season, going 15-1 in 2016 and win-
ning their first-ever Mississippi High
School Activities Association state
championship since the playoff sys-
tem started in 1981.

After graduating All American quar-
terback Cam Akers, a four-year starter
at quarterback and a guy that smashed
all Clinton offensive records and
many state records, the Arrows will
be a different team in 2017.

Sixth-year Arrows head coach Judd
Boswell has been in a similar position
before, after leading Class 3A Forest
to a state championship, and knows
how hard it is to repeat after losing a
lot of talent.

“I do not think it will be hard to
motivate this team to work hard to
win another championship,” said Bo-
swell. “But the main thing is that the
kids have got to play with a chip on
their shoulder this year. Their drive
has got to be that we do not have
Cam Akers and Darius Mayberry
anymore. We are going to have to
prove people wrong who do not think
we will be very good this year. To do

that, we are going to
have as a team, play
smart, and play with
a little bit of an atti-
tude.”

“We are a much
more balanced team
this year,” said Bo-
swell. “Our strengths
are on the defensive
line and the offensive
line, where we have
the most experience.”

Outside of the line
on both sides of the
ball, the Arrows have
a lot questions.

The number one
question is, who will replace Cam Ak-
ers at quarterback? The answer will
probably be two guys who are proven.
Senior Walker Burchfield, who has
backed up Akers for two years and
played quite a bit in 2015 when Akers
was injured, is a proven good running
quarterback and has improved passing
this summer. Junior Hunter Hulsey, a
summer transfer from Madison Rid-
geland Academy, is an effective pure
pocket passer and an improved runner.
So, that gives CHS two good quarter-
back options heading into the season.

The number two question is, who
will replace three-year starter and

Southern Miss signee Darius May-
berry at running back? The answer is
three-fold. Senior Tommy Garner has
been impressive in the spring and fall
camps and looks to be an effective run-
ner. Junior Ryan Davis a 215-pound
linebacker convert to running back,
giving Clinton the first big running
back option since the early 1990s, and
senior Trey Banks, who has a lot of
speed and potential at running back.
The Arrows offense will also count
on a couple of juniors who played
big roles in last year’s record-set-
ting offense. Wide receiver Christian
Johnson and Des Baker will both be

counted on to play a
larger role this sea-
son. But CHS will
also be counting on
new players who have
not played in the past
to make an impact at
receiver.

“We’ve got some
young receivers who
are going to be put
in the position of
making third down
catches to keep drives
going that are going
to have come through
for us early.”

Photo by Danny Davis A solid offensive
line returns with starters back at every
position who should pave the way to
put up a lot of yardage and hopefully
a lot of scoring.

Last season, the Arrows scored so
quickly it often forced the defense to
play a lot more snaps and tire out late
in the game. This year, the offense
may consist more of long drives, giv-
ing the defense more of a rest.

Defensively, the Arrows have all se-
nior starters returning on the defen-
sive line, but at linebacker and in the
defensive secondary are a lot of new
faces who are going to need early sea-
cont. on page 27
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Clinton Christian
Women’s Job Corps

CHRISTIANWOMEN'S

Powered for Life - Job Prep,
Bible Study, Mental Wellness,

Programs Offered:

Light Supper,
Childcare (if needed),
and Christian Friends!

It’'s FREE!
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CW]JC is run by volunteers, interested
donors and First Baptist Church, Clinton.

JOB CORPS’

a ministry of WMU®

Register Sept. 7, 2017

Thursdays at 5:45 pm
12 weeks

For more info, call 769-610-9713
First Baptist Church, 100 E. College Street, Clinton, MS 39056

CW]C is a ministry of Women’s Missionary Union (WMU) of the Southern Baptist Convention.
We want to train women in a Christian setting for life and work. As women, we know everyone
and every situation has strengths. CW]JC tries to help each person find her strengths and answers
to her problems. We work with women to build independence, not dependence on us.




