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Arrow Nation: A history of Clinton High School football

By Abigail Walker

Last year’s state championship win
marked the dawn of a new era for
Clinton Arrows football, and, thanks
to Arrows fan and Clinton resident
Delvan Irwin, there is now a book
that celebrates the journey. From or-
igin to championship, Arrow Nation:
Clinton High School Football 1920
to 2016 is the ultimate history of
Clinton football that showcases those
who have helped build the Arrow
legacy to what it is today.

Arrow Nation is a chronological his-
tory of Clinton football that covers
a total of 933 games throughout the
years, along with game scores, sum-
maries, and even quotes from past
players or coaches from as far back
as the 1940s. The book includes an
index that lists every known Clin-
ton football player and the years
they played, as well as homecoming
queens and cheerleaders.

“There are 2,600 people mentioned
by name in the book,” Irwin says. “I
really tried to make it something the
community would enjoy.”

Irwin and his family have lived in
Clinton since 2000.

“My son played at Clinton, my
daughter cheered there, and I was on
the Board,” Irwin says. “My son’s

last year was 2015, but, since Clin-
ton won the championship in 2016,
it seemed like a good place to stop.”

The book, which required exten-
sive research, took Irwin a little over
a year to put together. Irwin spent
hours sifting through newspaper mi-
crofilms at the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Archives and History for
game records. He also used articles
from The Clinton News, The Clinton
Courier, and The Clarion Ledger, as
well as yearbooks from Clinton High
School and the Quisenberry Library.

But the history wasn’t always
straightforward. Irwin had to search
through newspapers from the towns
that Clinton had played over the
years to help fill in the gaps.

“Sometimes it took scouring the so-
cial section to find out that someone
went to a Clinton game and that we
won,” Irwin says. “It’s like a big puz-
zle.”

Irwin says the human interest part of
the research was what he enjoyed the
most—putting a story behind a name.

“You read everything about a past
team, so when you are done writing
about a year, you feel like you know
those players,” he says. “You feel
like you’ve watched them play or
that you’re a part of the team.”

Past Clinton football players helped

provide game details Irwin would
never have known about, and, thanks
to their information, he was able to
include players of the week and end
of the year awards.
“This is a frater-
nity,” says Irwin.
“I think the peo-
ple who paved the
way for what the

bleeds black and red.

“I’ve only missed two home games
since 1980,” Davis says. “And I've
been to about ninety percent of the
away games.”

Davis provided Irwin
with all the
articles  he’s
written about
the Arrows

program is today
should have just
as much recogni-
tion as the ones
who held the tro-
phy last year.”
Danny Davis,
who wrote the
forward for Ar-
row Nation,

since 1976, as
well as game
programs and
photos.  Irwin
says it would
have taken much
longer to com-
plete the book
without  Davis’
help.

was also a vi-
tal source. Ir-
win says, “If
it weren’t for
Danny, we
would not
have the de-
tails that we do in the book.”
Davis moved to Clinton in 1976 and
has been involved with Clinton foot-
ball for over forty years. From being
the “voice” of the Clinton Arrows
games to writing articles about the
team for The Clinton Courier, Davis
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“I’'m a histo-
ry buff myself,”
says Davis. When
he wrote for The
Clinton News,
he would dig up
old sports articles
for “Arrow Flash-
backs.” Davis says high school
football is a “passion” for him, and
he’s excited that there is now a book
celebrating a team he’s proud to call
his own.
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Call to schedule your
tour today!

o0 1-710-5970

101 W. Northside Dr. Clinton, MS

Find us on Facebook, Instagram & Twitter!

Hear what a parent has
to say about CCA!

Eliza to be.

and spiritually.

Thank you,
Melanie Naquin
Mother of Eliza Naquin

| knew from the moment we walked through the doors at CCA, to tour,
that this would be the place for Eliza. We got such a warm welcoming
vibe, and | knew in my heart that CCA was exactly where God wanted

There are so many wonderful reasons why we love CCA and why it has
been so good for Eliza. My husband and | have seen such a tumaround
in her. She is happier, has much more confidence, and her overall
attitude towards school has been positive. She is growing academically

| wanted to share with you, something that means more to me than
anything else. A couple nights ago, Eliza came to me at bedtime, to
give our nightly hugs and kisses, and she leaned way in and said,
"Mom, | don't know what it is about CCA that gives me such a good
feeling, but | think it's God. | feel like I'm growing closer to Christ each
day I'm there.” We hugged, and | cried.

You, your staff, her teachers, are all such a positive influence in her life. |
thank God daily for CCA and we are so happy knowing Eliza is thriving
in such a warm, loving, structured, Christian environment.



