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Christmas season begins with 
annual parade on December 2

The Clinton Courier

The Clinton Courier is encour-
aging Clintonians to support 
their local small businesses this 
holiday season.
With the annual Small Business 

Saturday set for November 25, 
the Courier will use this date as a 
time to push a “shop local” mis-
sion with a contest for readers to 
potentially win a purchase refund of 
up to $250.
Readers are asked to “Shop Local” 

as much as possible on November 25 
and enter to win. Entry boxes will be 
set up at each participating Clinton 
Courier advertiser. When a reader 
shops or spends money with that lo-

Shop Courier advertisers for 
a chance to win up to $250

cal advertiser, they can drop their re-
ceipt and entry form into the box for 
a chance to have The Clinton Courier 
reimburse them for their purchase. 
Participating advertisers include 
stores, restaurants and dining estab-
lishments and entertainment venues.
For more information or to partici-

pate, call 601-990-9511.

light hours. The annual parade is 
a more than 40-year-old tradition, 
always held on the first Saturday in 
December.
This year’s theme, “A Disney 

Christmas,” encourages entrants to 
dress as their favorite Disney char-
acter or decorate their floats in a 
Disney scene. Float entries will be 
competing to see who can win Best 
Interpretation of Theme. The pa-
rade will also include a motorcycle 
road show, 114th military vehicles, 
the Hinds Hi-Steppers and several 
bands.
The floats and marching units will 

pass businesses in the Boulevard 
District and proceed along Clinton 
Boulevard, the homes of the East 
Clinton Historic District, and the 
East Campus dorms of Mississippi 
College toward the Clinton Park-
way. After crossing the Parkway, 
the parade continues along Col-
lege Street directly in front of the 
entrance of Mississippi College to 
its endpoint near the MC Coliseum.
Guidelines for entries include: 

there is only one live Santa in the 
parade, and he rides at the end 
of the parade; no candy may be 
thrown from floats, only handed out 
by marchers; music choices should 
follow the parade theme; and those 
wishing to participate should sub-
mit their entry form by Monday, 
November 27 with a $25 fee to the 
Chamber of Commerce. After the 
deadline date, the entry fee is $35. 
The entry form and registration fee 
may be mailed to P. O. Box 143, 
Clinton 39060 or dropped by the 
office at 100 East Leake Street.

This year, there will be several 
hot chocolate tents spread around 
the parade route. Two will be on 
Clinton Boulevard in the shopping 
center, and one will be on College 
Street in front of Cruise Planners. 
The business sponsors for each hot 
chocolate tent will serve while sup-
plies last and will host a Disney 
character to greet guests.
Grand marshal of the parade is 

Marsha Barham. She was honored 
at the beginning of 2017 as Citi-
zen of the Year by the Chamber of 
Commerce.
After all of the floats, bands, 

school and community groups have 
passed by thousands of cheering 
fans, Santa Claus will make his 
grand entrance into the city, accom-
panied by Mrs. Claus, riding on a 
big red fire truck. 
The appearance of Santa and Mrs. 

Claus signals the end of the parade, 
but they have graciously agreed to 
greet their fans and pose for pic-
tures in the gingerbread house that 
occupies a prominent spot on the 
Clinton Parkway.
For several years, the Mascagni 

family has positioned their gin-
gerbread cottage at the site of their 
business, at the intersection of the 
Clinton Parkway and East Main 
Street, as a gift to the children of 
Clinton. Parents are encouraged 
to bring their children to talk with 
Santa and Mrs. Claus and snap can-
did pictures. 
For additional information about 

the Clinton Christmas Parade, con-
tact the Chamber of Commerce at 
601-924-5912.


