
By Adam Walton of Pike Pole Fishing Guide Services

There’s been quite a bit of buzz the last few years
in regards to enacting a slot limit on Rock River/Lake
Koshkonong system. The fact that’s occurring is a good
thing. It shows many anglers care deeply about the fu-
ture of this fishery. Anyone who has fished the Rock
River/Lake Koshkonong system for any number of
years has seen the up and down cycle of the walleye
population and size. What’s concerning to many of
these anglers is the bigger fish population appears to
be going down. Not only are they seeing it, data and
surveys obtained by the DNR also supports this finding.
So that brings us as a group to a crossroad. What
changes can be implemented that will better protect
walleyes and also appeal to most anglers?

There actually are a few options to look at. Enact-
ing a slot limit is the option getting the most attention,
but if we look deeper into this, it may not be a good op-
tion right now. Let me explain. I’ve had the opportunity
to sit down with DNR fishery managers and pick their
brains on this topic. Along with discussing Lake
Koshkonong’s fishery, I was able to view data obtained
over the years from both netting surveys and shocking
surveys. What stuck out the most was the huge incon-
sistent walleye spawning and stocking survival num-
bers. The fishery managers stated, from their
experience, in order for a slot to work, a system needs
to have consistently higher numbers of natural or
stocked “replacement” fish coming back into a system.  

So how do we know how many new walleyes are
coming into a system? The DNR conducts a “Young of
the Year” survey annually to analyze the previous
spring walleye spawn. Crews travel “X” amount of miles
in a boat and use a boom-shocking device to count the
number of walleye hatched that spring. (Large fish are
not part of this data.) Once crews complete their time
on the water, they calculate how many walleye per mile
they found. Past data, which is listed in the table below,
shows that these numbers are all over the board. Some
years have a great survival rate, but many are quite
low. As one can see, this data supports the inconsis-
tent spawning behavior seen on the Rock River/Lake
Koshkonong system. For a slot limit to work as in-
tended, this up-and-down cycle must be balanced first.     

Slot limits work great on other systems such as the
Wisconsin River/Lake Wisconsin system. But using the
slot limit success seen on that system as an example of
what the Rock River/Lake Koshkonong system could
become is not a fair comparison for a couple of reasons.

One, the Wisconsin River system is much larger
than the Rock River system. The Wisconsin River spans
430 miles and is located entirely within the Wisconsin
border. The Rock River spans 299 miles throughout Wis-
consin and Illinois. Only about a third of the river is lo-
cated within the Wisconsin border.  So, if we don’t
include the Illinois section of the Rock River, we’re com-
paring a 430-mile system to a system roughly 100 miles
long. That’s not exactly apples to apples.

Secondly, the Wisconsin River has awesome
spawning habitat locations for walleyes, making for
good, consistent spawning numbers each year (again,
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Sterling’s memoir was made into
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The North house will also be open for
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for the 12th Annual Edgerton Sterling
North Book & Film Festival.

“Young of the Year” reporting data from 2002 to
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