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By Jason Francis
Special to the Lakes Edition

When you step into the
Lincoln-Tallman House
you are following in some
incredible—and, literally,
quite large—footsteps.

Men’s size 14 foot-
steps from one of the
most prolific Americans in
history, to be exact.

The  house is the last
surviving location in Wis-
consin where Abraham
Lincoln, our country’s
tallest (at 6’4”) and per-
haps most-beloved presi-
dent, once slept.

The house and nearby
Helen Jeffris Wood Mu-
seum Center represent
the crown jewels of the
Rock County Historical
Society’s campus in
Janesville, offering history
buffs (and anyone looking
for a uniquely fun time) a
chance to experience in-
triguing, bygone eras. 

There are changing ex-
hibits at the museum and
an awe-inspiring elegance
on display in the structure,
decor and all-around aura
of the famous Lincoln-Tall-
man House.

The Rock County His-
torical Society (RCHS)
manages the 1850s Ital-
ianate Lincoln-Tallman
House, which was built by
19th century lawyer, land
speculator and avid aboli-
tionist William Morrison
Tallman. 

A pioneer in the Re-
publican Party, Tallman
hosted Lincoln at his
home for two nights in
1859 after Lincoln, who
lost a U.S. Senate bid the

previous year, presented
speeches in Milwaukee
and Beloit. Lincoln be-
came president in 1860
and served in the position
until his assassination in
April 1865. 

The home and the
vast array of elegant arti-
facts and furnishings dis-
played inside provide an
educational avenue for
RCHS to highlight the
abolitionist movement
and a way of life dating
back 150 years. More
than seventy percent of
the furniture is original,
making it one of the most
complete historic houses
in the Midwest. 

Built between 1855
and 1857 at a cost of
$42,000, the six-floor
mansion was constructed
utilizing the state-of-the-
art technologies of its
time.

Three types of tours
Three distinctive types

of tours of the Lincoln-
Tallman House are of-
fered by RCHS.

Typically lasting be-
tween 50 minutes and an
hour and encompassing
the basement, first and
second levels of the man-
sion, traditional Lincoln-
Tallman House tours are
offered Thursday through
Sunday from June
through December from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tours
begin at the Helen Jeffris
Wood Museum Center
(426 N. Jackson St.),
which was once the home
of Stanley Tallman
(grandson of William Mor-
rison Tallman). 

A second type of tour,

titled “Tallman Technolo-
gies,” focuses on how the
home’s 1850s technolog-
ical innovations helped
revolutionize Janesville.
These tours, which are by
appointment only, take
visitors back to 1872,
when William Morrison
Tallman put his residence
up for sale.

Tallman Technologies
tour guides take on the
role of an 1872 real estate
agent of sorts who con-
ducts the tour as though
they are attempting to sell
the house to the tour
guests.

Finally, if you are still
holding that interest in
servant life that was so
vividly portrayed in the tel-
evision series “Downton
Abbey,” you will enjoy the
“Help Wanted” tour, which
offers the chance to step
into the shoes–and
aprons–of those charac-
ters by joining the servant
class in completing 19th
century chores and activ-
ities in the Lincoln-Tall-
man House. These tours
are offered 10 a.m. to 3
p.m. Thursdays through
Sundays, June through
September. Tours during
those months on Monday
through Wednesday are
by appointment only.

Showcasing history
The museum center,

meanwhile, showcases
exhibits that highlight in-
teresting facets of Rock
County’s storied past,
such as the exquisite
“Crafting Excellence: The
History of Pauline Pottery
& Pickard China” exhibit. 

“Pauline Pottery and

Pickard China have long
been recognized nation-
ally as some of the finest
pottery and china, both
for its functional use and
as highly sought after art-
work,” states the exhibits
description on the histori-
cal society’s website.

The latest attraction at
the museum center is
“History in Focus: The Ex-
hibit,” which ties into the
RCHS’s 2017 theme, a
series of special events
and a request to the com-
munity to share their sto-
ries with the society (see
sidebar). 

“Throughout history,
images have captured
stories. That’s why in
2017, the Rock County
Historical Society is fo-
cusing on capturing your
images and stories,”
reads the exhibit’s de-
scription on the RCHS’s
website. “Enter our Victo-
rian-era photography stu-
dio and snap a picture
while dressed to the
nines. View historic paint-
ings. And admire the
beautiful artifacts.”

The new exhibit runs
through the end of 2017.

Museum center hours
are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
daily June through De-
cember. Admission to the
museum, which also
houses a gift shop, is
free. 

Historic campus
Besides the Lincoln-

Tallman House and the
Helen Jeffris Wood Mu-
seum, other historic struc-
tures on the RCHS’s main
campus (located on 3.5
acres in the 400 block of

North Jackson Street in
Janesville) include:

•The Charles Tallman
House, 430 N. Jackson
St. (Charles Tallman was
a grandson to William
Tallman). Completed in
1915, this building be-
came the new home of
the RCHS archives and
research center last year.
The center is open
Wednesday through Fri-
day from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. or by appointment by
calling 608-752-5891.

•The Carriage House.
Constructed behind the

Lincoln-Tallman House in
1857, it was used to
house the Tallman fam-
ily’s carriages, tack and
horses. The carriage
house was designed to
mimic the architectural
style of the Lincoln-Tall-
man House.

•The Greek Revival-
style Wilson King Stone
House. Originally a resi-
dence built by James P.
Knowlton in 1845, the
home was moved to cam-
pus in 1964 and currently
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GUIDEBOOK: Pinpoint the best fishing in Wisconsin with
this valuable guide. Easily locate over 3,265 streams and
1,102 lakes on the “Stream & Lake Map.” Your map and
guidebook will take you to the top 989 select waters--now
hidden streams and lakes are easy to find.

For a limited time -- get 3 bonuses with each map 

Professor Higbee’s® Stream & Lake Map of Wisconsin is the first and only 
highly detailed map of its kind. The 4-foot-by-4-foot Wisconsin map shows 
30,000 miles of streams plus lakes.   

BONUS
# 

REPORT: Finding Secret Fishing Spots
47 tips, tactics and tools you can use to find your own
secret spot and catch more fish. 
REPORT: How Anglers Stalk and Catch Record Fish
The average big fish has evaded capture for over 10 years.
Find out which instincts set them apart from smaller fish.
Stalking and catching a trophy requires knowledge of their
unique habits and those special times when their guard is
down. Armed with the information in this new and exclusive
24-page report--you could be in for the fight of your life.

�
BONUS
# �
BONUS
# �

“I have one of the original Higbee’s Stream
Map of Pennsylvania on my wall behind my
desk.  It’s the best thing available as far as
streams are concerned.  I use it all the time
for reference.  I don’t know of anything more
extensive and it is the most accurate map out
there as far as streams are concerned.”
—Dave Wolf, PA Fish and Boat Commission

RAVE REVIEWS
“It is in showing where to find
out-of-the-way trout streams
that makes the map such a
treasure to the fisherman.”
—Joe Gordon, 
TRIBUNE-DEMOCRAT,
Johnstown, PA

Why every angler and boater needs this map

Stream & Lake 
Map of 

Wisconsin

LIMITED TIME OFFER -- 3 BONUSES WITH EACH MAP 
SHIPPING INCLUDED -- ORDER TODAY!  

Mail To:

Available rolled or folded.  ALSO AVAILABLE in heavy gauge LIFETIME GUARANTEED, glass-like
clear-lamination, write-on wipe-off surface, with brass eyelets for easy hanging. 

____ Wisconsin  4 FT by 4 FT Rolled Paper Map(S) PLUS BONUS #1, #2, #3 $30.95 ea.
____ Wisconsin  4 FT by 4 FT Folded Paper Map(S) PLUS BONUS #1, #2, #3 $30.95 ea.
____ Wisconsin  4 FT by 4 FT Laminated Rolled Map(S) PLUS BONUS #1, #2, #3 $50.95 ea.
Check or money order enclosed $ ___________ 

EACH ROLLED AND LAMINATED MAP SHIPPED IN A STURDY CONTAINER

The STREAM & LAKE MAP OF
WISCONSIN resembles another map-
-known to Pennsylvania anglers as
the “Lost Stream Map.”

It was completed in 1965 after 
a 30 year effort by Howard Higbee, 
a former Penn State Professor.

Professor Higbee painstakingly
plotted by hand, the location of
45,000 miles of streams onto the
map.  It sold extremely well - until
the printer declared bankruptcy and
hauled Higbee’s work to the landfill.

But reprints were impossible
because the maps were printed in
non-photographic blue.  Higbee was 
even offered $400 for one of his last
maps.  And state agencies were
forced to keep their copies under
lock and key.

Then, at the age of 91, Howard
Higbee’s dream came true.
Computers made it possible to
reprint the map.

Then the STREAM & LAKE MAP
OF WISCONSIN was created.

SHIPPING INCLUDED Great Father’s Day Gift!

Name_________________________________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________________________

City________________________________________________State________ Zip_____________

STREAM MAPS
Edgerton Reporter
21 North Henry, Edgerton, WI 53534

Questions?
Call Diane at 608-884-3367 or e-mail 
her at publisher@edgertonreporter.com

Follow in Honest Abe’s historic (and large) footsteps
www.lakesedition.com

A bust of Abraham Lincoln overlooks the very bed
in which Lincoln slept in the Lincoln-Tallman House
for two nights in 1859. As the story goes, Lincoln
was apparently quite the snorer. (File photo by
Jason Francis)

Continued on page 60


