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Take the Rock River Trail: grand opening is June 3
By Greg Farnham
Submitted by the Rock
River Trail Initiative

The grand opening of
the Rock River Trail is
planned for Saturday,
June 3, from 10 a.m. to
11 a.m., at the Rotary
River Center,  1160 S.
Riverside Drive, Be-
loit.  Events are being
held in both Beloit and
South Beloit, IL and
other river communities.
The opening coincides
with National Trails Day
and all trail events for
the day will be high-
lighted on the National
Trails Day website at na-
tionaltrailsday.american-
hiking.org.

The Rock River Trail
Initiative was estab-
lished seven years ago
to create a system of
recreational trails en-
compassing the Rock
River in Wisconsin and
Illinois. Today the Rock
River Water Trail is rec-
ognized as a National
Water Trail by the Na-
tional Park Service.

In addition, the Rock
River Trail offers a sce-
nic and historic road
route for touring the river
corridor by car or motor-
cycle.  Also available are
designated routes for
biking, hiking and horse-

back riding, and an air
route that links the ten
airports along the river in
both states.  A brochure
titled “The Art Route of
the Rock River Trail”
was recently published
and the delicious Rock
River Chocolate Trail
was just completed.  De-
tails on all elements of
the Rock River Trail are
available at www.rock-
rivertrail.com

National Trails Day is
organized by the Ameri-
can Hiking Society and
held annually on the first
Saturday of June. It is
the only nationally coor-
dinated event designed
to unite all muscle-pow-
ered trail activities with a
shared goal of connect-
ing more people to trails
and creating trail advo-
cates and stewards.
Events take place in all
50 states, Washington,
D.C. and Puerto Rico.

The public is invited
to the Rotary River Cen-

ter in Beloit on June 3 for
the “cutting of the rib-
bon” to officially open
the Rock River Trail and
then participate in one of
the many trail activities
following the ceremony.  

There will be a
canoe/kayak paddle, a
bike ride, an automobile
road tour, a nature hike
and a horseback trail
ride in the Beloit and
South Beloit area to cel-
ebrate the grand open-
ing.   There will even be
an aerial flyover by pri-
vate planes from the Be-
loit airport. View the
outdoor art and sculpture
and grab some choco-
late to enjoy on the trail.

2017 Horse Camps
July 17 - 21
Aug 7 - 11

Horse Boarding
Available

“Delighting       Audiences in Ro       Rock County Since       1953”Delighting       Audiences in Ro       Rock County Since       1953

Tickets can be purchased    purchased 

or   g online at www.BeloitJanesvilleSymphony.or
at the door, by calling 608-313-1200, 

www.lakesedition.com

Celebrate Independence Day
with BJSO’s sweet sounds
Adapted from press re-
lease from BJSO

The Beloit Janesville
Symphony Orchestra
(BJSO) will present its an-
nual Independence Day
concerts on July 3-4.

First up is a July 3 con-
cert at Janesville’s Court-
house Park at 6:30 p.m.
Then, on July 4, the or-
chestra will play at Beloit’s
Riverside Park at 7:30
p.m., followed by fireworks
(Beloit location only). 

These are free family-
friendly concerts. Bring
your own chairs. Food
vendors will be on site at
both locations. Alcohol is
prohibited.

The BJSO, conducted
by Music Director Dr. Rob
Tomaro, presents its tradi-
tional July Pops concerts
honoring servicemen and
women and celebrating the
anniversary of our nation’s
independence. Enjoy clas-
sics such as the Armed
Forces Salute, God Bless
America, the Star Span-
gled Spectacular, The
Starts and Stripes Forever
and The 1812 Overture.
The BJSO Summer Cho-
rus, directed by Ellen Knut-
son and Cheryl Licary, will
perform with the orchestra.

This year, BJSO’s spe-
cial guest artist will be
Stephanie Klett, Secretary
of the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Tourism. Klett, a

Beloit native, is a trumpet
player and has played
with the BJSO in the past. 

Also, two middle school
students from BJSO’s Con-
ducting Kids program will
be conducting the orches-
tra during both concerts.

The BJSO, now in its
sixty-third year, is the pro-
fessional symphony or-
chestra of Rock County.
Beginning as a volunteer
community orchestra in
1953 at Beloit College, it
has grown into a re-
spected regional orches-
tra in Wisconsin and
northern Illinois. 

The mission of the
BJSO is to serve as a
major cultural and educa-
tional resource to south-
ern Wisconsin and
northern Illinois by provid-
ing a rich variety of sym-
phonic music and related
cultural activities to the cit-
izens, schools and other
institutions in the area.

Music Director, Dr. Rob
Tomaro, is also active in
area school systems,
bringing his original edu-
cational programs “Com-
posing Kids” and  (this
year’s new addition)
“Conducting Kids” to area
middle schools. 

Founded by Lewis
Dalvit in 1953, the BJSO
baton was passed on to
Dr. Crawford Gates in
1963 and then to Dr.
Robert Tomaro in 1999. 

The shoreline even welcomes you to the Rock
River Trail. (Photo by Therese Oldenburg submit-
ted by the Rock River Trail Initiative)

Many activities await you on the Rock River and the Rock River Trail. (Photo
by Therese Oldenburg submitted by the Rock River Trail Initiative)


