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Players anxious for the reception

By Troy A. Bruzewski
Special to the Lakes Edition

Four professional foot-
ball players are trying to
get closer to George
Sauer this year.

This group of NFL
players and Wisconsin
natives, including Edger-
ton’s Derek Carrier, will
gain ground on Sauer and
elevate upward on the list
of most-accomplished re-
ceivers from the Badger
State. Sauer — a Sheboy-
gan native — played six
seasons (1965-70) for the
New York Jets, catching
309 passes for 4,965
yards and 28 touchdowns
to lead Wisconsin natives
all-time in all three cate-
gories.

Carrier, along with fel-
low NFL tight ends Lance
Kendricks and Austin
Seferian-Jenkins, each
have put in enough time
to rank in the top 20 of
that list and can improve
their rank in the 2017
season. The fourth Wis-
consinite likely to climb
that ladder this season —
former Badger Melvin
Gordon — catches his
passes out of the back-
field.

Carrier became the
28th NFL player from Wis-
consin to catch a touch-
down pass, in the 2015
season for the Washing-
ton Redskins. Though he
was limited to eight
games in 2016 due to re-
covery from a late-season
injury in 2015, his single
catch last year put him in
a tie for 19th on catches
by a Wisconsinite, with

Fort Atkinson’s Keith Neu-
bert, who played two sea-
sons (1988-89) with the
Jets. With his next catch,
Carrier will tie for 18th with
Milwaukee’s Noah Her-
ron, who played for Green
Bay and Pittsburgh (2005-
06).

Seferian-denkins has
reached 15th on the list in
his three NFL seasons so
far. The Fox Island native
has 55 catches and is
eighth among Wiscon-
sinites in touchdown re-
ceptions (seven) over his
time with Tampa Bay and
the Jets.

Gordon has made
even more ground on this
list since leaving the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-
Madison, despite having
just two NFL seasons and
getting a bulk of his
touches in the run game.
He has 74 catches to rank
12th entering this season
and the Kenosha native is
14th in receiving yards
with 611.

Kendricks is the clos-
est to 1st-place Sauer, but
would need a few more
strong seasons to de-
throne him. He ranks third
in both catches (204) and
yards (2,132); he’s also
tied for third in touch-
downs (17) after six NFL
seasons.

However, the only
Wisconsin native with a
chance to catch Sauer
the past 20 years was
former Packer and Eau
Claire native Bill
Schroeder. Upon retiring
from the NFL in 2004,
Schroeder was just five
catches (304) behind

Sauer for the all-time
lead in touchdown recep-
tions (28).

Sauer on the all-time list,
along with being 382
yards behind. He did tie

Derek Carrier is among a handful of Wisconsin na-
tives looking to climb up the performance chart of
all-time Badger State receivers in the NFL. (Photo
courtesy of the Washington Redskins)
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the Objectivists. Living most of her life on the shores
of the Rock River near Fort Atkinson, Wis., she is per-
haps best known as a poet of place who wrote about
the Blackhawk Island that she loved. Numerous lo-
cations, including Dwight Foster Public Library (209
Merchants Ave.), Hoard Historical Museum (401
Whitewater Ave.), Cafe Carpe (18 S. Water St. West),
Fort Atkinson Club (211 S. Water St. East), and Fort
Farmers Market (S. Water St. East). 920-563-7790,
www.lorineniedecker.org

Information compiled from internet sources, including local
chamber of commerce websites, municipal websites, the Wis-
consin Department of Tourism’s www.travelwisconsin.com, and
other websites, unless noted.
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