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Lions in the wilderness

By Tristan McGough
Special to the Lakes Edition

The Lions have moved
to the wildlife area just
about half a mile north of
the quaint Village of Cam-
bridge, Wis. But we’re not
talking about lions in the
wild — just about the
Cambridge Area Lions
Club (CALC) members at
their new rustic club
house.

Officially chartered in
November 1980, the
Cambridge Area Lions
have been living up to
their mission “to create
and foster a spirit of un-
derstanding among all
people for humanitarian
needs by providing volun-
tary services through
community involvement
and international cooper-
ation.”

In short, they have
been selflessly serving
the wider community for
the past 37 years — over a
third of the time the Lions
as an organization has
been in existence in Wis-
consin. In fact, Wisconsin
Lions will be celebrating
their centennial in 2020,
following close on the
heels of the first club es-
tablished in Chicago in
1917 by Melvin Jones.

“We serve,” says Gary
Posorske, 17-year Cam-
bridge club veteran, who
is reciting the Lions motto.
Posorske emphasizes,
“That says what we’re all
about.”

Gene Jorgensen, who
is the last active charter
member of the CALC,
briskly chimes-in, “Serv-
ing our community is what
we do.”

Both know about serv-
ing the people in the
greater Cambridge area,
as does another longtime
member of the club, Darin
Zimmerman, who is quick
to highlight the other
men’s service record and
zeal.

Zimmerman reveals,
“Both Gary and Gene are
Melvin Jones Fellows,
which is the most presti-
gious award we can give
at the club level.” The
award, of course, alludes
to the Lion’s founder, who
is reputed to have chal-
lenged his fellow Chicago
businessmen to apply
their zeal for creating prof-
itable businesses to civic
and community service.

Posorske, Jorgensen

and Zimmerman remi-
nisce together and count
the few people who have
received the highest Fel-
lows honor at their club.
Only seven come to mind.

With that said, the
three men in unison say
that no Lion serves with
the idea in mind of being
recognized, much less re-
warded. Service rendered
is heartfelt and consid-
ered its own reward.

Posorske, who has
served as Governor of the
51st District of the Lions
from July 1, 2016, to June
30, 2017, offers an
overview of the service
projects the Lions are en-
gaged in. “All our service
touches someone some-
where, both locally and in-
ternationally.”

He elaborated: “We
offer free sight screenings
to the kids at the elemen-
tary school, and we collect
and help distribute gently
used eye-ware, especially
for people in the third-
world.”

Part of the club since
its inception, Jorgensen
adds, “We also have
youth programs that do
other things, like hearing
and speech tests, and di-
abetes awareness.”

Zimmerman adds, “The
Lions also are involved
in environmental issues,
building good international
relationships, and many
other programs, like
Knights of the Blind.”

All the Lions-spon-
sored programs make sig-
nificant contributions to
the health and well-being
of millions of people
worldwide, but perhaps
none are as emblematic
of the important work the
Lions perform as the

Knights of the Blind.

When the Lions Club
International (LCI) held its
international convention in
1925, Hellen Keller ad-
dressed the assembly
and ignited a flame that
has never left the Lions
hearth. After her chal-
lenge, the Lions began a
century-long journey serv-
ing as “Knights of the
Blind,” where volunteer
Lions have impacted hun-
dreds of millions of lives
through  vision-related
work, such as providing
medicines, surgeries, and
eyeglasses, as well as
outfitting hospitals and
eye banks.

Of course, many peo-
ple are familiar with the
ubiquitous Lions eye-
glasses stations set-up at
stores and other public
places for collecting gen-
tly-used eyewear. The ac-
cumulated items are
taken and sorted at the
Lions of Wisconsin cam-
pus, owned by the Wis-
consin Lions Foundation,
Inc., located at 3834 Cty.
Rd A, Rosholt, Wis., and
one of only 18 LCl-certi-
fied recycling centers in
the world.

The center processes
more than 800,000 pairs
of glasses each year and,
once categorized, about
450,000 pairs of these
gently-used eyeglasses
are distributed to people
in 49 developing nations
through the “Recycle for
Sight” program. Interna-
tionally, the Lions collect
about 30 million pairs of
glasses a year in an effort
that has been going on
since the 1930s.

“We do a lot with
sight,” Jorgensen empha-
sizes. “Each year we go to

the Cambridge Elemen-
tary School, as well as
Pleasant Time Child Care,
to do vision screenings,
where we use a $6,000
camera for kids under six
and eye charts for grades
second through the fifth.”

The LCI  website
proudly proclaims, “In
1962, the Lowell Lions
Club in Massachusetts
staffed concession booths
at a fashion show to raise
money to screen children
for amblyopia. Lions
around the world have
continued that tradition by
providing fast and simple
vision screenings to help
identify treatable vision
problems.”

Vision screen is a fine
example of an interna-
tional program with local
applications.

Whether providing free
vision screenings to chil-
dren, distributing school
lunches or teaching young
people the skills they
need to succeed as
adults, the Lions as an or-
ganization in general and
the CALC in particular are
focused on youth.

As a world service or-
ganization, they declare,
“Today, Lions have helped
millions of children around
the world suffering from
poverty, homelessness,
hunger, abuse, neglect,
disease and disabilities.”

LCI continues, “Since
1984, Lions have helped
promote  school-based
curriculum designed to
help youth develop life
skills. Today, Lions Quest
has helped more than 13
million students in 85
countries make responsi-
ble decisions, set goals,
develop healthy relation-
ships, resist peer pres-
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The handicapped-accessible dock the Lions installed at the ponds in Ripley

Park. (Photo submitted by Tristan McGough)
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CAMBRIDGE AREA LIONS
Clubhouse Available For Rent

¢ Suitable for all types of events
e Seats up to 50 (99 max. cap.)

* Big screen TV, wet bar,
kitchen, restrooms

New and Used Computers
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COMPUTER REPAIR & SERVICE
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Handmade Pizzas
Delicious Chicken Winge
Fantastic Friday Figh Fry

625 S.Main St Deerfield

Tues - Fri: {[ am-0 pm - Sat: 4-10 pm
Sun: 4-9 pm - Monday: Closed

Lions Gary Posorske, Gene Jorgensen and Darin
Zimmermann serve the area's citizens proudly.
(Photo submitted by Tristan McGough)

sure and engage in com-
munity service.”

Gene, Gary and Darin
enthusiastically take turn
explaining the local value
of such youth-based
thinking as they relate
what goes on at the Wis-
consin Lions Camp, lo-
cated on the Rosholt
campus.

“I's a camp for kids
with disabilities, like dia-
betes, kids who might be
blind, or hard of hearing or
deaf altogether, or have
intellectual or educational

limitations,” Jorgensen
clarified.
Posorske added,

“Everything is free-of-
charge. It’s open to peo-
ple with disabilities from
Wisconsin, and though
there are a lot of kids who
come every year for sum-
mer camp, handicapped
adults are welcome, too.”

Zimmerman disclosed
more, “Kids who are eligi-
ble get to swim and boat
on Lions Lake. There’s
archery, a climbing tower,
high ropes and even a
zip-line. | know they have
all kinds of art and theater

projects, too, plus the
usual campfires and
group times.”

In order to help provide
those services for free,
the  Wisconsin Lions
Foundation holds an an-
nual raffle to raise funds
specifically earmarked for
the  Wisconsin Lions
Camp. Top prize is $2,500
cash, with decreasing
awards through to the
18th prize-winner. Pro-
ceeds go to help defray
the costs of serving more
than 1,300 campers each
summer.

Jorgensen said, “This
is one of the gem camps
in the whole state.”

“And those who go,”
Posorske shared, “get to
go a whole week.”

One of the other things
the CALC does for,gradu-
ating youth is present a
$1,500 scholarship to
some deserving senior
each year. In that way,
local Lions have helped
further the academic and
professional goals of
many thankful students
over the years.

Another set of commu-
nity service projects have
to do with environmental
stewardship by taking
care of roadways and, in
particular, the Cambridge
Area Wildlife and Fishing
Area to which the Lions
moved in 2014.

Located at the end of
136 Lagoon Road, which
is directly across from the
newer of the two village
water-towers along
County Highway 134,
there stand a couple of
transformed lagoons sur-
rounded by a wildlife area.

Much like the steward-
ship the Lions practiced
while out at Ripley Park
prior to 2014, the Lions
have an agreement with
the village to help manage
the wildlife area, even hav-
ing built the wheel-chair
accessible docks over-
looking the large ponds
that’s stocked with fish that
can be caught and re-
leased without a license.

Nevertheless, the
biggest venture on the
Lions horizon is the devel-
opment of a 10-acre park
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Located next to Glacial Drumlin Trail
12 S. Industrial Park Rd, Deerfield

Beer - Wine - Cocktails - Snacks < ATM
1,400 sq ft Patio - Banquet Room Rental Available

OPEN SUNDAY 1TAM-2AM * MONDAY-THURSDAY 1PM-2AM
FRIDAY 1PM-2:30AM ¢ SATURDAY 11AM-2:30PM

Built 1880 ¢ Scenic Setting

Appetizers: Onion rings, deep fried green beans,
mini tacos and fried white cheese curds to name a few.

Dinner Baskets: clams, shrimp, smelt and
a combo including jalapeno poppers and mushrooms
are also available.

Burgers and specialty sandwiches:
The Farm Burger with egg, a Philly cheese steak
and even a chicken wrap are on the menu every day.

Open 7 Days a Week, 10am-Close
W6924 US Hwy 12, Cambridge, WI

608-423-3030




