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Remembering Halverson’s Supper Club, a Stoughton icon

By John McLaughlin
Reprint from April 19,
2017, Edgerton Reporter

In March a Stoughton
dining icon closed its

doors for good. Halver-
son’s Supper Club, a fix-
ture in the community for
nearly a century, shut
down permanently after
Saturday night service on

Judy Thomas (left) poses with daughter Jayne San-
dine in front of a rental cabin just outside the sup-
per club in 1999. Built by Harold Halverson on the
family’s waterfront property, the cabin was intended
as lodging for vacationers to the Lake Kegonsa
area. (Submitted photo)
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March 18. A public com-
ment on the restaurant’s
social media page the
next morning read “After
90 years on the shores of
Lake Kegonsa, we regret
to say we have decided to
close our doors indefi-
nitely. We love our cus-
tomers and all the years
of your patronage. We will
miss you.”

According to Wiscon-
sin Supper Clubs, Inc.,
Halverson’s was founded
when its namesake,
Harold Halverson, pur-
chased several cabins on
the shores of Lake
Kegonsa, intending to
rent them out to vacation-
ers in the area. Shortly
after, and with the assis-
tance of his son-in-law,
Bob Montague, Halver-
son’s Supper Club was
born. And while the
restaurant changed
hands several times in
later years, it remained a
hub for regulars and
passersby alike, well-
known for its Friday night
fish fry and a warm,
hometown atmosphere.

For some, like McFar-

Along the shores of Lake Kegonsa, Halverson’s shut its doors on March 19.
(Photo by John McLaughlin)

land residents  Judy
Thomas and her husband
John, the supper club
was more than just a
good spot to eat, it was
also a treasure trove of
family history and nostal-
gia. Originally from the
Rockford, lll., area, Judy
and her family would va-
cation on Lake Kegonsa
since she was a young
girl. Thomas’ parents,
George and Vivian Arvid-
son, who themselves met
on the lake, owned a
cabin in the area, as did
both sets of her grandpar-
ents and an aunt and
uncle.

“My parents bought a

cabin on the lake before
they bought their first
house, it was that impor-
tant to be on Lake
Kegonsa,” she said.

To Thomas and her
family, an integral part of
going to the lake was eat-
ing at Halverson’s. In the
early to mid-1950’s, she
and her family would reg-
ularly stop by for the
restaurant’s fish fry and
Sunday chicken and

dumplings. “Some of my
fond memories were in
the bar, playing on their
shuffleboard table; this
was in the days before
pinball machines,” she re-
called.

It seemed as well that
the lakeshore supper club
was an all-purpose desti-
nation. According to
Thomas, George Arvid-

Continued on page 122

QUICK STOP
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Lake Kegonsa
Fishing Tackle ¢ Live Bait  Beer * Liquor ®* Wine
Groceries ® Hot Pizza ¢ Sandwiches
Charcoal  Firewood ¢ Propane

1888 Barber Dr., Stoughton
(Hwy 51 one block south of Quam’s Motor Sports)

608/873-5321
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Sample 150 specialty cheeses

Fresh Cheese Curds every Thursday
Specialty foods & Fresh Lefse every Wednesday
Babcock Hall Ice Cream and
Nice Array of Gift items.

Mail order is available to US and Canada

Since 1995

183 E. Main St. — Stoughton, WI
608-873-1777
cheese@cheesers.com ¢ www.cheesers.com

Stoughton Hospital Emergency
& Urgent Care
900 Ridge Street - Stoughton
Emergency Care 24/7
Urgent Care

6 a.m. -
608-873-6611

11 p.m. daily

The Care You Need
Provided By
Board Certified Emergency Physicians

Stoughton Hospital
Urgent Care - Oregon

990 Janesville Street - Oregon
Monday - Friday 5 p.m. -
Saturday & Sunday Noon to 10 p.m.

608-835-5373

10 p.m.
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ted Care...Close to Home

Ask for Stoughton Hospital, NEW SPACE, same EXCELLENT service!

stoughtonhospital.com B &



