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Sun sets on Lake House Inn after 160 years

By Janice Redford
Special to the Lakes Edition

The historical building
that was Lake House Inn
for 160 years has closed
for business. After three
generations with the Ax-
cell family, it is now shut-
tered and vacant.

The history and stories
of Lake House Inn have
gone into past time. The
future of the building is

unknown. The supper
club is now a pleasant
memory.

On July 1, 2016, the
historic Lake House Inn
changed hands from the
second to the third gener-
ation of the Axcell family.
Justin Axcell became the
new owner of the busi-
ness in partnership with
Adam Patterson and they
tried to revise and update
the structure.

L.B.W Properties LLC
(three neighborhood
members)  purchased
the building, including
the land. The ancient
building needed up-
grades and many struc-
tural changes to the
exterior and interior.
They did put on a new
roof and remodel the
porches to include the
original historic design.
Interior changes in-
cluded new lights in the
bar, a juke box and re-
modeling the restrooms.

Changes were also
apparent in food offerings
but not enough to keep

Having gone out of business late last year, the Lake House Inn sits empty. The
historic building awaits its next chapter and faces much-needed renovations

and repairs. (File photo)

far away.

As many new homes
are still being constructed
in the area, the friendly at-
mosphere of Lake House
Inn will not be available
to them. The plans were
for a beer garden, outdoor
parties and gatherings,
street dances or block
parties and family-friendly
events but not enough in-
terest was gathered.

The supper club was

cozy with hand-hewn
styled wooden beams, a
large field-stone fireplace
and cloth table coverings;
but all the modern ameni-
ties were from another
era.

The inn’s banquet
room was part of the
original stone farmhouse
erected by Azor Kinney
in 1857. Many additions
to the building over the
decades included ex-

pansions for sleeping
rooms, porches, hunting
lodge areas and food
service. Legends of vis-
itors who have stayed at
the inn include outdoors-
man, hunters and fisher-
men such as President
Theodore Roosevelt dur-
ing the 1890s into the
early 1900s.

The ancient building is
located at 1612 E. Hotel
Drive in rural Edgerton.
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‘Patriot’ horseshoe
happening is July 4

The seventh annual
“Patriot” horseshoe tour-
nament will take place
July 4 in Racetrack Park
on IKI Drive in Edgerton.

There is a $20 entry
fee with a deadline of
June 5. There will be
cash and prize awards for
everyone.

Local longtime horse-
shoe throwing enthusiast
Kevin Brekke has been
organizing the event
since 2010.

“It started as an idea
to bring new and old play-
ers together, sanctioned
and non-sanctioned, to
promote the game of
horseshoe pitching,”
Brekke said last year.

The first year of the
tournament, 16 pitchers
signed up, he said. Now,
the tournament annually
draws the maximum of 48
players from several
states.

All pitchers are in a
class by ringer average.
The results are on com-
puter, and everyone gets
a printout of how they did.

Approximate class

starting times are 9 a.m.,
12:30 p.m. and 4 p.m.
For more information
on the tournament, con-
tact Brekke at 608-669-
1218 or brekkekev3@

netscape.net.

Horseshoe pitcher Ken
Heinritz, past Wisconsin
state champion, pitches
during the 2013 Patriot
tournament in Race-
track Park. (Photo cour-
tesy of Kevin Brekke)

Professional Hair Care
Products Available

Compare and Save with my Lower Prices!

Stacy’s Howse () Shyles

Stacy Bublitz
Stylist

* Handmade Porcelain Dolls
* Duane Jr.’s Wrought Iron Lawn Art & Doll Furniture

Clara Mae’s Dolls and other Things

Made in the U.S.A.

Hours:

Mon, Wed, Thur, Fri 10 am-5 pm

Tue closed,

- 18” Doll Clothes

For Appointments: (608) 884-6693

112 County Rd N, Edgerton, Wi
2 miles north of Racetrack Park =)

Sat 9 am-5 pm
Sun closed.

the restaurant filled. They
tried, but simply could not
offer enough for everyone
living near or visiting from
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Welcome to the BEST
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S in Lake Koshkonong & Rock River Properties
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Shelly Ruosch Realtors Susan Passer 608-884-8468 .
608-728-3218 608-774-7004 N1141 Lake Drive
Eric Kim Kyle Carrier  Kevin Schmidt Call tOday to get On the end of a very quiet road
608-322-4422 608-449-3630 608-213-6221 I-d . ded
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Q08-436-3446 608-293-1842 608-931-1 59y lake map ! 150 feet of lake fron'tage, this

| brick fronted ranch home has
great panoramic views of the
lake. Everything for grand lake
2 living is here in this 3 full bath
open concept home with a fireplace in the front room that overlooks the lake...
$339,900 Dir: Hwy 106 W to Bingham Rd to Lake Dr. follow Lake Dr to the
end, last home on rd.

If you want to own your
own piece of paradise...
call the area’s experts 608-884-8468

## 9326 N Ritch Circle
Waterfront! With almost 75
i feet of frontage, This well kept
2 bedroom 1 and half bath is
located right on the river. The
deck overlooking the Rock
River is great for entertain-
ment or for some relaxation!
. Enjoy this waterfront property
all year round or as a summer home...$225,000 Dir: Hwy 51, W on S Main St,
S Main turns into County Road F, E on Ritch Cir

10339 Ellendale Rd
Beautiful property with 70" of
frontage on the Rock River,
and just a short boat ride up to
Lake Koshkonong. Vaulted
ceiling and bay window in liv-
ing room look out to the river.
Big deck to sit w1th your coffee in the morning and watch the boats go by. Just
move in and enjoy this very well kept home. Make it yours before the summer
passes you by! Dir: Hwy 59 S, W on Ellendale Rd J

Find us on

Facebook
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK -

Why work with anyone when you can work with the BEST?



