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Like Edgerton’s rich
background in pottery
and brick-making that is
often overlooked, the
neighboring city of Milton
is home to an important
yet under-spoken piece of
national history. 

The Milton House, first
built by the city’s founder
Joseph Goodrich in 1845
after his family relocated
from western New York to
settle the area, with its
hexagona l l y - shaped
stagecoach inn, has be-
come a symbol of the
town, having hosted a
slew of local businesses
before settling into its role
as Milton’s historical soci-
ety and museum in the
1950s. 

The building, which
survived a collapse of
several sections making
up its middle (this took the
entire summer of 1948 to
clean), has led a rich and
varied life in its nearly 175
years, and was even
named a national historic
landmark site in 1998.

And while the edifice
contains a trove of city
history, it achieved na-
tional landmark status for
its role in a larger-scale
affair: the Underground
Railroad. Since the
1980s, the passage of en-
slaved people through
free states into Canada
has rightfully come into
sharper focus, and the
Milton House, the only
Underground Railroad
site in Wisconsin that is
able to be toured, has

grown in popularity.
Doug Welch, longtime

Milton resident and re-
cently-appointed assis-
tant director to the Milton
House, is currently work-
ing to maintain this
progress. 

“In recent years we’ve
really tried to hone our
narrative of the under-
ground railroad,” he said,
noting that annual atten-
dance for the museum
has been steadily in-
creasing in recent years;
2016 saw between 8,000-
10,000 visitors.

Although the national
landmark is steeped in
these historical narra-
tives, it is still a dynamic
source of new stories as
well. Welch, author of the
newly published book,
“The Milton House: Inter-
ests of the Highest
Value,” is alongside the
city’s historical society still
discovering fascinating
anecdotes involving the

Milton House. One of the
more gripping examples
is the tale of slaves being
regularly transported be-
tween Milton and Albion
(these groups would clan-
destinely float north up
the Rock River) hidden on
carts underneath sacks of
potatoes. “We hadn’t
even heard this story until
sometime last year,”
Welch said.

Perhaps the most af-
fecting aspect of the Mil-
ton House Museum is the
way that tour groups are
able to, at least partially,
reenact the experience of
fugitive slaves in their
passage through Milton. A
tunnel underneath the
structure, an image of
which is the cover for
Welch’s book, was most
likely created for the pur-
pose of transporting peo-
ple in secret, and visitors
are able to traverse it
themselves.

It’s this experience, of
standing in the footsteps

of those brave individuals,
that Welch believes, more
than anything, truly res-
onates with visitors. 

“People will often have
something like a spiritual
experience in the tunnel,”
Welch said. “When you
see that kind of reaction,
you can really tell just

how special and unique
this place is.”

The Milton House Mu-
seum is currently operat-
ing on its summer
schedule, between Me-
morial Day and Labor
Day, and is open daily
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Guided tours during these

hours begin every 30 min-
utes, although appoint-
ments are required for
groups of 12 or more.
More information, includ-
ing admission fees and
additional history of the
building, can be found at
the museum’s website,
www.miltonhouse.org. 
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2 Calzones for

$12.00
not valid with other offers

Expires 10/1/17. MR. MIKE’S PIZZA

$3.00
Off

Any Pizza Order Delivery Only.
not valid with other offers

Expires 10/1/17. MR. MIKE’S PIZZA

2 Gyros for

$11.00
not valid with other offers

Expires 10/1/17. MR. MIKE’S PIZZA

2 - 14” Pizzas any way
you want them includes

specialty pizza for

$25.99
not valid with other offers

Expires 10/1/17. MR. MIKE’S PIZZA

www.lakesedition.com

The historic Milton House in a photo from the early 1890s. (Photo courtesy of Doug Welch)

The cover of Doug
Welch’s new book, “The
Milton House: Interests
of the Highest Value.”

Bank
Milton

of
Your locally owned
independent
hometown bank

323 Parkview Dr., Milton, WI • Phone 868-7672
Mon-Thur, Lobby 8-4, Drive up 8-5;

Fri. Lobby 8-5, Drive up 8-6; Sat. 8:30-Noon
Visit us at www.bankofmilton.com

Banking Made Easy!
ATM & Debit Cards • Visa • Internet Banking • Drive-up Window/ATM • Loans

 

� Homemade Pies 
� Extra Large Fresh  

Baked Cinnamon Rolls

Friday Fish Fry
with Potato Pancakes

$7.25 $8.29 $9.25

A Breakfast 
Special

Saturday & Sunday
All-you-can-eat $6.25

100 Front St., Milton, WI    608-868-4849

Open 5am-2pm Mon. thru Thurs.  
5am-8pm Fri.    6am-2pm Sat. & Sun.

Welcome Campers!


