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Albion Academy
showcases area’s
rich history
Submitted by Nancy Durgin
of the Albion Academy His-
torical Society

The Albion Academy
Museum is located just
north of Edgerton in the
center of the Village of Al-
bion, 13 miles west of Fort
Atkinson on Hwy. 106 and
just off I-90’s Exit 161.  

The Academy edu-
cated high-school age
men and women together
in the same classrooms,
which was unique in
1853-1918. The Academy
was also licensed as a
“Normal School,” so many
rural school teachers
graduated from here.
Other graduates became
lawyers, nurses, educa-
tors as well as farmers,
merchants and house-
wives.

Today a replica of
Kumlien/South Hall
houses the documents,
photographs, journals,
furniture and household
items of these alumni and
other Albion residents.
The two-story brick build-
ing shows how people
lived in the late 1800s to
early 1900s.  Next door is
the Sheepskin School, a
one-room school (1865-
1959) moved from just
west of Edgerton.  To-
gether they showcase the
educational opportunities
available to early Wiscon-

sin families.
The museum complex

is open on Sundays from
1-4 pm in June, July and
August.  We are closed on
July 16 for Edgerton’s To-
bacco Heritage Days.  Ad-
mission to the museum is
free, but donations are
welcome.  

Call Nancy at 608-774-
4339 for information or to
schedule a tour on a dif-
ferent day. There are vol-
unteer opportunities for
docents, grant writers,
those who like gardening,
painting, carpentry, com-
puter work (website, so-
cial media) and
housekeeping. We accept
items that pertain to edu-
cation from 1853-1965,
especially if it is from Al-
bion Township, the
Sheepskin School or Al-
bion Academy.

Our Pie and Ice Cream
Social will be held  Satur-
day, Aug. 12, from 9 a.m.-
2 p.m., in the cool
museum basement during
the Albion Stroll Through
the Park Craft Fair.  We
will also be hosting a food
stand in the park, the for-
mer campus for the Albion
Academy. 

Editor’s note: See
three sidebars from the
Albion Academy archives
detailing historical items
of interest.

Albion business: Severson Transport
From Albion’s past

Submitted by the Albion Academy His-
torical Society

Arthur Severson started his
business in Albion in the 1930s,
hauling cans of milk to the Albion
Creamery from the local farmers.
The milk was emptied into tanks
for separation of the cream and
the cans were washed and re-
turned to the
farmers or the
person who de-
livered the
cans. 

Severson
p u r c h a s e d
some tanker
trailers in 1940
to haul Grade A
milk from the
Creamery to
Chicago.  His
son, “Bubber” (Laverne), rode
along on these runs to help and to
get familiar with the route.  On a
Sunday in 1943 Bubber turned
16.  On Monday his Dad took him
to Madison to get his driver’s li-
cense,  and that same day he took
a loaded tanker to Chicago by
himself!

From that time on Bubber was
part of the Severson operation.
On August 12, 1949, at the annual
dinner Art Severson rewarded his
young drivers with a special night
out with a meal, trophies and an
extra week of paid vacation for
their great safety records!  Bubber
had driven 266,040 miles in 3
years without an accident valued
over $100.  The other two men
were Wesley Ciebell, 373,560
miles in 4 years and Marvin
Amundson, 325,640 miles in 3
years and 11 months.  Eventually,
Bubber spent more of his time in
the office and maintenance area
of the business than driving.  He

said their best drivers were farm
boys because of their early expe-
rience with machinery.

The Seversons expanded the
business in 1948 to include hauling
tobacco to West Virginia and bring-
ing steel back to Wisconsin.  They
built the “steel shed” with its 10-ton
bridge crane to unload the steel
from the open-top trailers to flat bed
delivery trailers.  Bubber says they
could transfer 4 trailer loads in one
day!  The company also hauled
plastic pipe and stainless steel.  

After hauling loads of Dari-
Cool refrigerated tanks for farmers
to have in their milk houses,
Serverson Transport quit hauling
milk in 1956.  Other companies

could haul it cheaper.  The com-
pany used tankers, “vans” and
“open-top” trailers. 

In 1978 Bubber bought the
business from his Dad.  He and his
wife, Bev, raised 2 sons, Scott
(Christine) and Brad (Lynn).  Bub-
ber sold the Severson Transport
property to Albion Township in
2002.   Later he and his wife, Bev,
moved into Edgerton.  The town-
ship used the office area for their
office until the town hall was re-
modeled, and today the buildings
are just used for storage.

From Albion Academy Histori-
cal Society archives

Albion Town Hall display for
2017

Art Severson presents safety  awards to Bubber, Wes Ciebell and Mar-
vin Amundson. (Photo courtesy of Albion Academy Historical Society)

Bubber and Art Severson with truck Bubber drove to Chicago at
age 16. (Photo courtesy of Albion Academy Historical Society)
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