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Take the Wild Rivers tour of Florence County 
 Florence County con-
tains two of the original 
state designated Wild 
Rivers. Our new 100-mile 
Wisconsin Wild Rivers 
Tour provides highway 
signs that guide you to 15 
different access points on 
the Pine and Popple Wild 
Rivers in northern Wis-
consin. The term 'wild' 
refers to the undeveloped 
shorelines along these 
rivers. While there are a 
few class three rapids and 
several waterfalls, there 
are numerous stretches 
suitable for beginning 
paddlers and there are 
portages around the chal-
lenging stretches. The 
access points can be used 
for more than just pad-
dling. Fishermen, hikers, 
photographers and folks 
looking for berries or 
mushrooms will love our 
wild rivers. 
 Start your tour from 
the Visitor Center on the 
corner of Hwy 70/US 2. 
You can pick up a bro-
chure, explore the inter-
pretive displays or browse 
the Wild Rivers Gift 
Shop. The free mobile 
app "Explore Florence 
County" will help you 
plan your trip and explore 
as you go. 
 Visitors tell us they 
feel like they have es-
caped to Canada when 
they discover the Pine and 
Popple Rivers. In 1965 
the state designated three 
rivers, the Pine, the Pop-
ple and the Pike as Wild 
Rivers. The legislative 
intent was to "preserve 
some rivers in a free-
flowing condition and to 
protect them from devel-
opment" for the purpose 

to "afford the people of 
this state an opportunity 
to enjoy natural streams, 
to attract out-of-state visi-
tors and assure the well-
being of our tourist indus-
try.  
 You can expect rus-
tic, rugged beauty and 
quiet solitude as you es-
cape the city and explore 
in our Northwoods. The 
Pine and Popple Rivers 
offer a variety of slow and 
meandering stretches to 
rapids and waterfalls; 
with activities for every-
one. The public owned 
land along these rivers are 
managed to show as little 
human intervention as 
possible within 150 feet 
or the visual horizon 
whichever is greater. 
Florence County has an 
additional ordinance that 
regulates activities within 
400 ft.  
Pine River 
 The Pine River offers 
high quality paddling and 
fishing in a secluded, nat-
ural environment. The 
shoreline is heavily wood-
ed with sugar maple, yel-
low birch, hemlock and 
white cedar on the upper 
stretches and aspen, silver 
and red maple, white and 
jack pine the most com-
mon trees on the lower 
reaches.  
 The 89-mile Pine 
River has two different 
personalities. The upper 
79 miles offer deep, slow 
meandering sections 
mixed with a few rapids 
and falls ending with 
Florence County's largest 
water fall, 22-foot LaSalle 
Falls. Beginners can por-
tage the falls and Class I 
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Meyers Falls on the Pine River. 
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