
By Ryan Carlson
A new superinten-

dent and green house 
project have helped to 
grow USD 444’s plan to 
make children’s learn-
ing a success in 2016.

In total USD 444 serves 
a around 335 students from 
Rice, Mcpherson and Ells-
worth counties. It’s schools 
are split between Windom 
Elementary School which 
serves students from kin-
dergarten through fifth 
grade and Little River 
Junior/Senior High School 
that serves students sixth 
through twelfth grades. For 
those needing preschool 
services, the district has a 
program through the Learn-
ing Center in Little River. 
The high school has a 12:1 
student/teacher ratio, allow-
ing for more personalized 
learning and instruction.

Finding classes that meet 
students’ goals can be a 
difficult prospect. Including 
the fact that students only 
have so many class periods 
during a normal school 
day. The district offers 
online classes through it’s 
Redskin Online program. 
Further, the district has an 
ongoing relationship with 
Hutchinson Community 
College to help provide 

post-secondary dual credit 
classes to students at their 
expense. The classes can be 
taken either on site at Little 

River Junior Senior High 
School or at the Hutchin-
son Career Technology 
Education Academy.

The current Superinten-
dent Brent Garrison came 
to USD 444 after previ-
ous Superintendent Betty 
Summers retired. Summers 
worked for the district 
for two years.  Garrison 
was previously a teacher 
and principal for 18 years 
with USD 331 Kingman-

Norwich School District, 
and he started working with 
USD 444 in July of 2016.

In 2016 big strides have 

been made in the area of 
hands on learning at USD 
444. The district recently 
completed a Green House 
project that has been two 
years in the making. The 
greenhouse’s saga began 
in 2014 after the district 
received a grant from 
Monsanto. However, after 
looking into greenhouses 
deeper a committee of staff 
and teachers decided the 
best way forward would be 

to wait, raise more fund-
ing, and put together a 
plan that would provide 
long term stability for 
the new structure. A two 
year effort began in which 
community organizations, 
patrons and members of 
the surrounding commu-
nities helped raise funds. 
At no point did the dis-
trict have to allocate any 
extra funding to support 
the green house project.

After successfully rais-
ing additional funding 
and finishing work on the 
greenhouse’s design; a 
groundbreaking ceremony 
was finally held at Win-
dom Elementary on Sep-
tember 23. The ceremony 
included various stations 
where children could learn 
about plants and green-
houses. Some fund raising 
continued through the fall 
with the sale of mums by 
grade school students. 

The final size of USD 
444’s new greenhouse 
is 18x32 feet. It is large 
enough to accommodate 
an entire class of children 
as they use plants to learn 
about science, math, writ-
ing and various other aca-
demics. To prepare for the 
coming spring semester of 
plant learning the teachers 

have prepared lessons plans 
by meticulously combing 
through their curriculum 
and finding ways to apply 
subjects to the greenhouse. 
Students have also prepared 
by growing plants over the 
past few months in their 
classrooms for the green-
house. This took place in a 
special classroom dubbed 
the “Bloom Room.”  The 
students’ plants will later 
be sold to help further raise 
greenhouse funding. The 
district hopes to use plant 
sales and other activities 
as a way to keep the com-
munity invested and aware 
of the greenhouse project. 

Individuals who would 
like to contact USD 444 
can contact Windom El-
ementary’s principal Jon 
Paden at (620) 489-6241, 
Principal Audrey John-
son of Little River Junior 
Senior High School at 
(620) 897-6201, or Super-
intendent Brent  Garrison at 
(620) 897-6324.

2D January 31, 2017	 Health & Education	              Lyons News • Plains & Progress

USD 444 LITTLE RIVER - WINDOM

TECHNOLOGY
INITIATIVE

CORE
SUBJECTS

CHARACTER ED

LOW STUDENT- 
TEACHER RATIO

TEACHERS SHARE 
COLLABORATIVE 

TIME

EXTRA CURRICULAR
AVENUES

EXCELLENT
TEACHING STAFF

USD 444 offers a four-year-
old preschool at the Learning 
Center in Little River.  
Kindergarten - 5th grade 
classes are located at 
Windom Elementary School 
and 6th -12th at Little River 
Jr./Sr. High School.  We offer 
interactive academic and 
social curriculum that pro-
vides the foundation of solid 
basic skills.

Every student in grades 4-12 
has his or her own personal 
laptop. Progressive use of 
mobile devices, digital media, 
and the Internet are a regular 
part of students’ day. 
Increased student engage-
ment in 21st century technol-
ogies help students master 
the multi-dimensional abilities 
required of them in college 
and the future workforce.

Because we believe quality, 
professional instruction drives 
our success, teachers are 
afforded time each week to 
engage in a professional 
learning community.  Due to 
the focus on school improve-
ment through collaboration, 
Little River students have 
achieved building level stan-
dards of excellence in both 
reading and math, consistent-
ly have met AYP require-
ments, and have been recog-
nized as being in the top 5% 
of high schools in Kansas. 

Reading skills are taught 
through multi-age literature 
circles and math skills are 
taught through Everyday 
Math.  Both incorporate the 
philosophy of focusing on 
individual student achieve-
ment and a variety of ways to 
find the solution to a problem.

Extracurricular activities pro-
vide students with important 
opportunities for personal 
development and growth out-
side the classroom.  USD 
#444 supports a wide variety 
of activities for grades 6-12 in 
the arts and athletics to 
include musicals, plays, 
forensics, instrumental and 
choral competitions, scholars’ 
bowl, volleyball, football, bas-
ketball, baseball, track, and 
wrestling. Our activities pro-
vide students an opportunity 
to meet peers of similar inter-
ests, discover an outlet for 
their talents, and make a 
valuable contribution to our 
school community.

Students have the opportuni-
ty to learn with more hands-

on teacher assistance due to 
our low teacher-student ratio 

throughout 
the district.

USD 444 has a wide range of 
experience levels, with many 
of our teachers having 
advanced degrees.   Two 
USD 444 teachers have been 
inducted into the Kansas 
Teacher Hall of Fame.  Many 
classrooms have additional 
teaching support through 
quality para-professionals.

Character counts in USD 
444.  Windom Elementary 
has a character ed. program 
which focuses on a different 
trait each month.  Students 
learn the importance of 
responsibility and honesty 
through various activities and 
character council.  Students 
also interact with senior citi-
zens through a support group 
known as Tiger Net.

District Office
455 W. Prairie Ave.

P.O. Box 218
Little River, KS 67457

Phone: 620-897-6325 or 
620-897-6324

Little River 
Jr/Sr High

430 Waverly St.
P.O. Box 8

Little River, KS 67457
Phone: 620-897-6201

Windom Elem.
101 E. Olive Ave.

P.O. Box 67
Windom, KS 67491

Phone: 620-489-6241

"ExcEllEncE Through EducaTion"

EARLY   
EDUCATION

EDUCATION         
FOUNDATION

The USD 444 Little River-Win-
dom Education Foundation 
works closely with the school 
district.  Included as part of 
that relationship are 
yearly scholarships 
totaling nearly 
$30,000 per 
year.  

www.USD444.com
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Quality teaching is the goal 
with 12:1 student/staff ratio 
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USD 444 builds new greenhouse, gets new superintendent


