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2016 was a year full of
big events and significant
changes for USD 405.

As the state of Kansas has
changed its emphasis in public
education to focus more on col-
lege and career readiness, USD
405 has made some changes
too. The Board of Education
established new goals in the
district’s Strategic Plan. New
vision and mission statements
were approved. A new empha-
sis on STEM and career and
technical education goes clear
down into the lower elementary.

The high school started a
class in robotics with the middle
school to follow. The high
school team has been competing
in robotics competitions. The
high school had its first Indi-
vidual Plans of Study student-led
parent conferences in the spring.
The high school also added a

new career and technical educa-
tion pathway in fire science.

One obvious physical change
was the addition of a new
double-sided, high-resolution,
full-color, LED marquee on the
campus of Lyons High School
/ Lyons Middle School. An-
other much needed and much
appreciated physical change
was the replacement of the 50
year old cumbersome wooden
bleachers at the high school gym
with sturdier, lighter, and much
more attractive plastic seating.

The Board of Education spent
much of the year determining
what to do with excess bond
funds of nearly a half million
dollars by studying the needs
of the district and working
through the committee process
to respond to those needs.

The last major project from
the 2013 bond issue was the

The Mimeo projection system used at Lyons Middle
School is state of the art interactive classroom technol-

ogy.

Career and Academic Planning

The vision for education
in the state of Kansas by the
Kansas Department of Edu-
cation is, “Kansas leads the
world in the success of each
student”. Another goal is to
have each high school student
college or career ready by
the time they graduate from
high school. To help accom-
plish these goals, Lyons High
School implemented, “Individ-
ual Plans of Study” (IPS) for
students in grades 9-12 during
the 2015-16 school year. The
purpose is so that each stu-
dent has either an Individual
Plan of Study or an Individual
Education Plan. To help bet-
ter prepare each student for
their future, the IPS includes
many parts. A four/five year
plan of study to cover each
year of high school plus their
first year of post-secondary
plans. This year, Lyons High
School students began using
Career Cruising to help them
identify future careers by
completing an interest inven-
tory which required them to
answer a battery of questions.
According to how students
answered the questions,
potential careers were identi-
fied for the student. These
results can then help deter-
mine which classes a student
should be taking during their
time at Lyons High School to
prepare them for their future
career(s). The four-year plan
provides a road map of classes

that a student should take
and complete while in high
school to better prepare them
for their first year at a trade/
technical school, a two-year
college or a four-year college/
university depending on the
amount of education required
for their future career. Plans
started out very basic last
year and will be improved
each year as the students
work towards graduation.

To share this information,
students will lead a confer-
ence with their parents and
teachers being team members.
The “IPS” will be reviewed,
with options of adding to and
making changes to benefit the
student goals. This confer-
ence will also serve as a
pre-enrollment conference
to cover which classes the
student plans to take for the
2017-18 school year. Stu-
dents will also share their
e-Portfolio (electronic port-
folio) which should include
their resume, honors and
awards earned by the student,
a list of community service
performed by the student, job
applications, and a self-rating
set of employability skills.
These individual student-led
conferences will be held on
March 13 & 14 from 4:45 to 8
p.m. in the teachers’ rooms at
Lyons High School. Confer-
ence times will be arranged
through the student to accom-
modate parents’ availability.

Have Had a Big Year

renovation of the Central El-
ementary School cafeteria. The
cafeteria was transformed from
a makeshift kitchen and seating
area in an industrial arts build-
ing to a modern and aesthetic
cafeteria. The portion of Central
that is referred to as the sixth
grade wing along with the old
middle school gym received a
new heating system as well.

It was also a year a impres-
sive awards. Lyons High School
received the Bronze Award in
the US News and World Report
Best High Schools in America
as well as a special recognition
by the ACT organization for
significant achievement despite
demographic factors that usually
have negative impact on ACT
scores. The Air Force Junior
ROTC wing received two sig-

nificant national awards during
2016, one for general excellence
and one for community service.

Lyons High School played
host to three large sports ac-
tivities in the spring of 2016,
showing off some of our new
facilities. Those events were
the Central Kansas League high
school track and field, Regional
track and Regional softball.

All faculty, staff and students
participated in the second-annual
community improvement day
called Lions in Lyons, ac-
complishing nearly 3000 hours
of improvement projects.

2017 is picking up liter-
ally and figuratively right
where 2016 ended.

The Kansas State High School
Activities Association State
Debate Tournaments for 4A

four-speaker, 4A two-speaker,
3-2-1A four-speaker and 3-2-1A
two-speaker debate with over
250 of the state’s best high school
debators, were hosted on January
20 and 21 by Lyons High School.

In a couple of weeks, Lyons
will play host to 450 teachers
from 11 area school districts
who will be here for an in-
service presented by world-
renowned researcher, author
and speaker Dr. Marcia Tate.

A couple of weeks after
that Lyons High School will
host Sub-State basketball.

USD 405 is a great place to
go to school and a great place to
work. It is awesome to be able
to show off our students, staff
and facilities to others as they
attend these large scale events.

Mission of Park Elementary is to
provide building blocks for learning

At Park Elementary, our
mission is to provide the
building blocks for learning
in a nurturing, child-centered
environment. As a pre-kinder-
garten through second grade
building we try to give our
children not only the educa-
tional experiences that will
enable them to succeed in life,
but to also give the opportu-
nity to experience things they
might not normally be able to.
2016 was another year of pro-
viding those building blocks
and experiences. It was a year
of fun, hard work and learning.

Educationally, the teach-
ers and staff strive for excel-
lence every day. Their intent
is to give each child the best
education. To do this, they are
continually searching for pro-
grams, strategies and methods
to improve their instruction.
One of the new programs they
have implemented is called
CHAMPS. CHAMPS is a
school wide behavior manage-
ment system that gives teach-
ers and students the ability to
communicate effectively in the
classroom outlining student
expectations and learning out-
comes. It has had a good effect
on the building as a whole and
has made it more efficient in
how it operates. Another pro-
gram that Park utilizes to en-

sure student success is Read-
ing Recovery. This program
is for first graders who are
struggling with reading. Stu-
dents who participate receive
intensive reading instruction
one-on-one with a reading
specialist thirty minutes a day
for eighteen to twenty weeks.
The program is exceptionally
successful because eighty-five
percent of students who finish
the program are at or above
grade level. This is significant
because the national average
is only seventy-five percent.
Park teachers and staff are
always looking for oppor-
tunities for children to have
fun. The school has random
fun days or moments where
students and staff can play
games, have a dance party,
take part in special themed
days and the traditional field
trip. Some of those include
trips to Exploration Place in
Wichita, the Kansas Wetlands
Educational Center at Chey-
enne Bottoms and to P&M
Pumpkin Ranch in Mound-
ridge. They also provide other
recreational experiences like
watching a Sterling College
Women’s Basketball Game,
Bowling at Sterling or Skating
at Skateland in Hutchinson.
2016 was an exceptional
year for teacher and student

recognition. Three Park
teachers were recognized at
the state level and one at the
national. Shannon Hendricks
was the elementary nominee
for USD 405 for the Kansas
Department of Education’s
Teacher of the Year for 2017.
Also recognized was Morgan
Walton for her nomination
for the Kansas Department of
Education’s Horizon Award
for exceptional first year
teachers. Lastly, Delores Orth
was recognized for her excep-
tional teaching in the Reading
Recovery program. Her work
was selected and presented at
the National Reading Re-
covery Convention. It can be
said that all of the teachers at
Park Elementary do an ex-
ceptional job. Students also
shared in the spotlight through
the monthly student recogni-
tion program for character
education. The Star Student
program rewards student
for their friendship, charac-
ter and citizenship skills.
Overall, it was a great
year to be a Lion Cub. Stu-
dents thrived, teachers grew
and most importantly, build-
ing blocks were laid for the
future growth and well-being
of students in a nurturing and
child-centered environment.

Reflections from Lyons Middle School

In January of 1996, I was
midway through my 8th grade
year at Lyons Middle School.
Fast forward 21 years, | am
now halfway through my first
year at LMS as the building’s
principal. Had you told the 13
year old Derek Carlson that he
would one day return to Lyons
to be an administrator in this
district, he would not have
believed you. He may have
thought you were a little crazy.
However, here I am. I am
sitting in the principal’s office
and not because I made a poor
choice in one of my classes.
I’m sitting in this office right
now because this is where |
want to be. As I neared the
completion of my schoolwork
to become a building princi-
pal, I knew that I wanted to
work in a school like Lyons. I
wanted to have the opportu-
nity to raise my children in a
community like Lyons. The
fact that I get to once again
call Lyons my home again
means a lot to me and I feel
fortunate that my boys will get
to experience all of the great
things that this community and

school district has to offer.

I decided to take a look
at Lyons Middle School then
and compare it to what it has
evolved into today. The most
obvious change has happened
in the past couple school years
with the completion of the new
building. The old building had
served its purpose for many
years but a change was needed.
If you have not had an oppor-
tunity to visit the new facility,
I highly encourage that you do
just that. The enrollment has
changed as well. During the
1995-96 school year, there were
95 sixth graders, 83 seventh
graders, and 76 eighth graders
totaling 254 students overall.
This year, we have a current
enrollment of 183 students.
Many of the programs offered
at Lyons Middle School have
remained the same while others
have been added or removed.
The sports offered 21 years ago
included football, volleyball,
basketball, wrestling, and track.
Since then, we have been able
to add cross country and ten-
nis. The programs were quite
similar as well. 21 years ago,

Builders’ Club was in its first
year. This program continues
to thrive now. We continue
to offer Scholar’s Bowl and
Student Council today and look
forward to adding a robotics
team in the 2017-18 school
year. The specific staff num-
bers have altered slightly with
new titles and classes taught
as the schedule has changed
over the years. While I will
refrain from mentioning any
names, there are three teachers
(all of whom I had the fortune
of having as a teacher myself)
and 2 other staff members
that are still working at Lyons
Middle School. It has been a
privilege to go from being a
student to being a colleague
with each of these educators.
While many things have
changed over the past two
decades, two things remain the
same. We have great teach-
ers and staff, and we have
great students! I am proud
to be back at Lyons Middle
School, and I am very ex-
cited to see what changes the
next 21 years will bring.

- 2016 at Central Elementary -

Events at Central Elemen-
tary this year have included
Character Education activi-
ties, food drives at Christmas
time, Halloween walk of
food to the Rice County Food
Bank, a winter concert, Box
Tops For Education drive to
raise money for the school
and a family bingo night.

We started off our charac-
ter education year with Buffy
Coleman. He is a basketball
wizard and entertained stu-
dents and staff and brought
an outstanding message to

our kids. He shared about

the hard work and dedication
it took for him to hone his
skills as a basketball player
and that they the students can
do the same thing in their
daily lives. In October the
Bureau of Lectures sent us
the Laser Science show and
turned our library into a foggy
exciting splash of colors. The
Bureau also brought in the
Chinese Acrobats to perform
in our gym. They put on a
show for forty five minutes
that was truly amazing. The

acrobats that were here were
twelve, fourteen and nineteen
years old. We will continue
throughout the year with more
activities and events for our
Character Education Program.
Central participated in
two food drives. We do our
annual Halloween collection
and our Christmas drive as
well. We were able to collect
two thousand three hundred
pieces. It was so nice to see
the competition between
the students and staff as we
moved through December

and the close of the first
semester. The reward for
the collection of goods was
a day of movies, pajamas
and treats in the classroom.
Our winter concert was
a first for our new music
teacher. Kaylee Oliver did a
wonderful job preparing the
students for their concert and
it was well received by all.
The staff decided with the
success or our food drives
that we would challenge
out students once again but
this time we will collect box

tops to raise money for our
school. It will run until the
end of April. The funds will
be used for a student field
trip the last of part April

or the first part of May.

On Thursday January 26
we will host our first an-
nual Family Bingo Night. It
is a chance for our families
to come to school to meet
and greet other parents, staff
and administration. We are
hopeful for a large turnout
and an event that will grow
over the years to come.



