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Painting is one of the
easiest and least expen-
sive ways to transform
the look of a space. Paint
colors can dramatically
change the mood and the
design of a home. And
depending on a hom-
eowner’s goals, paint
can make a statement
or blend into the back-
ground.

Many people are now
looking to bold colors to
make spaces stand out.
But choosing a paint
color can be challenging.
Homeowners looking to
update walls and comple-
ment decor may want to
look at some of the more
impactful colors that
Pantone indicates will
be popular for the 2017
season. Primrose Yellow,
Lapis Blue, Flame, Pink
Yarrow, and Greenery
are some of the more
eye-catching selections.
Once colors are selected,

SPRING IMPROVEMENT SHOWCASE

Create drama with
bold paint colors

consider these guidelines
for using bolder colors in
room designs.

+ Decide how big an
impact you want to
make. Are you looking
for color overload or just
a small focal point of
vivid color? Remember,
using bold color doesn’t
mean every wall must
be lathered in that hue.
Instead, select one wall
to serve as an accent
point and use that spot as
your bold color display.
Otherwise, rely on bold
colors to dress up oth-
erwise mundane areas,
such as the back wall of
a cupboard or moldings
and trim.

+ Try bold in a small
space. Many people are
surprised at how well
bold colors work in small
spaces. Powder rooms
can be an ideal spot to
experiment with paint
colors. Try deep colors
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that can make the area
seem intimate and even
exotic. Dark, bold hues
can be toned down by
different accents, such as
neutral colored fixtures
and towels.

+ Go bold in the
kitchen. Incorporate a
splash of color in the
kitchen without going
overboard. Try an appli-
ance or design fixture in
a bright shade. Or paint
the inside of the cabinets
in your favorite color
and install glass inserts
in the cabinet doors so
that everyone gets a peek
of the color beyond. A
neutral kitchen also can
be brightened up with the
use of silverware, dishes,
pots and pans, and other
kitchen items featured in
bold hues.

- Stick to boldness on
interchangeable items.
Those who like to experi-
ment with color may find
that they like to switch
out the colors now and
again. Instead of hav-
ing to repaint every few
months, use decorative
items in bright shades
to make swapping out
color that much easier.
For example, replace
area rugs, throw pillows
and draperies. Paint over
terra cotta flower pots
when the mood strikes.

- Establish balance.
Rely on neutral furni-
ture, rugs, moldings and
baseboards if you decide
to take bold colors up a
notch. This will help cre-
ate a sense of balance in
the room.

Painting is a fun way
to experiment with color.
Many homeowners are
not hesitant to use bold
shades of color when
they learn the right
techniques. And because
paint is an inexpensive
option for making over
a room, homeowners
who find they do not like
a particular color can
easily paint over it with a
new color.
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Read manuals, wear protective equipment and be safe when doing lawn
and garden work.

Stay safe when landscaping

Landscaping is typi-
cally viewed as a chore
by homeowners, many of
who enjoy doing some
work on their lawns and
gardens. But only few
homeowners may recog-
nize the potential dangers
of lawn maintenance.

The Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission
reports that more than
230,000 people per year
are treated for various
injuries resulting from
lawn and garden tools.
Common injuries include
loss of fingers, lacera-
tions, broken and dislo-
cated bones, eye injuries,
and burns. Many of
these injuries are entirely
preventable if homeown-
ers prioritize safety when
tending to their lawns
and gardens.

Understand the equip-
ment

Homeowners should
not assume they know
how to use all of the
tools necessary to
maintain lush lawns
and bountiful gardens.
Familiarize yourself with
the proper operation of
manual and motorized
equipment by reading the
owner’s manual thor-
oughly, making special
note of recommended
safety guidelines.

Take some time to
locate the power buttons
and other parts by com-
paring them to illustra-
tions in the guide. Once
you feel comfortable
handling the equipment,
then you can begin to use
it.

Wear appropriate pro-
tective gear

Failure to wear pro-
tective gear can lead to
injury. Personal protec-
tive equipment includes
gloves, eye protection,
ear protection, boots, and

a hard hat if necessary.
When working during
visibility conditions or at
night, wear a reflective
vest.

Other protective items
include a hat to shade
your eyes from the sun’s
rays. Sunscreen will
protect the skin from

UVA and UVB radiation.

Long pants and sleeves
can guard against flying
debris.

Watch your surround-
ings

Thousands of injuries
occur to children and
pets who get hurt around
mowers. It’s best if
children and pets remain
indoors when homeown-
ers are mowing or using
other power equipment
that may kick up debris.
Children under the age
of 12 may not have the
strength or ability to
operate lawn tools. Also,
never make a game of
riding a child on a riding
mower. Nobody under
the age of 16 should op-
erate riding lawn mow-
ers.

Get approval before
digging

It’s difficult to know
what is beneath the

ground without having
a property surveyed and
marked. Digging with-
out approval can result
in damage to gas lines
or water/sewer pipes.
Always check with the
utility company before
digging trenches or
holes.

Unplug or turn off all
equipment

When not in use, keep
lawn equipment off. Do
not try to repair or fix a
snag or obstruction in
equipment while it is on.
Don’t modify the equip-
ment in any way, such
as removing protective
guards.

Exercise caution with
chemicals

Follow manufactur-
ers’ safety instructions
when using pesticides or
fertilizers. Avoid applica-
tion on windy days or
right before a rainstorm,
as this can spread the
product and damage the
ecosystem. Keep people
and pets away from
treated areas.

Maintaining the yard
is both a necessity and
a hobby. Homeowners
who prioritize safety can
greatly reduce their risk
of injury.

Did you know?

If you think that the only way to exercise and
burn calories involves gym equipment, think again.
Yard work can be just as challenging as a thorough
aerobics workout at a nearby fitness club. To reap
the greatest benefits, gardeners should use as little
motorized machinery as possible. Manual tools will
get you moving and can burn a substantial amount
of calories. Try to vary positions and alternate which
hands you use to reduce strain and get an even work-
out. Fitness experts say that gardening can improve
strength, increase endurance and assist with flexibil-
ity. According to a report in the UK publication The
Telegraph, clearing a pond or weeding can burn some
300 calories in an hour. Forty-five minutes worth of
gardening can burn as many calories as 30 minutes of

aerobics.

STIHL

MARCH SPECIAL

Purchase a Honda Mower and receive
a $50 BTI Gift Certificate

APRIL SPECIAL

Purchase $350 worth of Stihl equipment
and or accessories and receive a
FREE Gallon of Motomix, valued at $30.99.
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