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	 The DIY move-
ment has inspired many 
homeowners to tackle 
home repair and remod-
eling projects on their 
own. DIY projects can 
be rewarding, and many 
homeowners who have 
embraced the DIY move-
ment have discovered 
talents they never before 
knew they had.

	 Although it’s virtually impossible to count them, 
insects are the most diverse group of organisms on 
the planet. Nine hundred thousand different kinds of 
insects are known to exist. At any given time, it is es-
timated that there are around 10 quintillion individual 
insects living.
	 Gardeners grow frustrated when seeing their gar-
dens infested with insects. In an effort to restore their 
gardens, homeowners might be tempted to eradicate 
any bug that moves in their yards. But gardeners 
would be wise to first learn which insects are hurting 
their gardens and which can actually help gardens in 
the long run.

Harmful
	 Certain insects can be dangerous to animals and 
plants. The following are a handful of insects that can 
threaten the vitality of gardens.
	 Aphids: These insects suck on the juice needed to 
sustain plants, particularly when they congregate.
	 Bald-faced hornet: Hornets tend to be an aggres-
sive species that can sting repeatedly. Should you 
find a nest near an entertaining space or garden, it can 
cause trouble.
	 Carpenter ants: These ants will burrow into wood 
causing damage. They may compromise any wooden 
structure in and around a home.
	 Locusts: Various species of locust can damage 
plants and crops due to their voracious appetites.
	 Treehoppers: These small, green insects mimic 
the look of leaves, and their appetites can affect crops 
and gardens.
	 Red pavement ant: As they feed on all manner of 
human food, these ants can quickly overtake areas 
with their staggering numbers and deliver painful 
bites.
	 Grasshoppers: Certain grasshoppers, like the 
red-legged grasshopper, can decimate food crops and 
transfer parasites to birds when eaten as prey.
	 Caterpillars: Many caterpillars, the precursor to 
adult moths, will feed constantly on leaves, stems and 
other parts of plants. The tobacco hornworm moth 
caterpillar can damage potato and tomato plants.

Butterflies and other helpful insects, such as bees, 
pollinate flowers and can keep dangerous pests 
at bay in the garden.

Helpful and 
harmful insects

	 But no matter how 
simple popular home 
renovation television 
shows make remodeling 
projects appear, home-
owners should know that 
such undertakings are far 
more difficult than they 
appear on television. 
Homeowners who over-
estimate their abilities 
and the time they have 

to complete projects can 
cost themselves substan-
tial amounts of money. In 
fact, there are a variety 
of reasons homeowners 
might want to work with 
professional contrac-
tors when tackling home 
improvement projects.

Experience
	 A trial and error ap-
proach can work with 
various projects and 
problems. But apply-
ing such an approach 
to home improvement 
projects is risky and 
potentially dangerous, 
not to mention costly. 
Experienced professional 
contractors with strong 
track records (seek 
recommendations from 
friends or neighbors) 
won’t have to go through 
trial and error and are 
therefore more likely 
than DIYers to complete 
a project on time and on 
budget.

Inspiration
	 One oft-overlooked 
benefit of working with 
professional contractors 
is the likelihood that they 
can draw up ideas for 
projects that homeown-
ers might otherwise 

never have thought up on 
their own. Homeowners 
without specific ideas in 
mind can ask contractors 
to come up with various 
scenarios before commit-
ting to a particular one. 
Veteran contractors can 
draw on years of experi-
ence to create designs 
that DIYers might be 
incapable of coming up 
with and/or incapable of 
seeing through to com-
pletion.

Cost
	 Conventional wisdom 
suggests it’s less expen-
sive to do something 
yourself than to hire 
someone else to do it 
for you, but that’s not 
necessarily true of home 
improvement projects. 
Labor costs typically 
account for a substantial 
amount of profession-
ally contracted projects, 
but homeowners can cut 
those costs by volunteer-
ing to do some of the 
simpler tasks themselves. 
In addition, contractors 
often purchase materials 
at a much lower cost than 
individual homeowners 
because contractors buy 

The benefits of hiring 
professional contractors

see CONTRACTORS 
page 11
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Appearance
	 Multicolored Asian 
lady beetles are common 
throughout most of the 
United States and parts 
of Canada. The scientific 
name is Harmonia axy-
ridis (Pallas).This is one 
of a very large family of 
beetles 
known 
as Coc-
cinel-
lidae. 
Many 
people 
call 
these 
beetles 
“lady-
bugs.”
	 Multicolored Asian 
lady beetles are about 7 
mm long. As the name 
indicates, they occur in a 
wide spectrum of colors 
ranging from yellow to 
orange to red and have a 
varying number of spots. 
The variability of appear-
ance in the adults can 
mislead people to think 
they are different spe-

cies. A characteristic that 
assists in their identifica-
tion is an “M” shaped 
marked located behind 
the head.
Behavior, Diet & Habits
	 There are many spe-
cies of Coccinellidae in 
the U.S. and Canada. 

Most 
are ben-
eficial 
insects. 
Plant 
special-
ists im-
ported 
several 
species 
of lady 
beetles 

into the United States to 
control crop pests. The 
adults and larvae of most 
lady beetles are predators 
of aphids, mealybugs and 
scale insects.
	 In the fall, multicol-
ored Asian lady beetles 
gather in large numbers 
on the outside of light-
colored houses. As they 

Multicolored 
Asian lady beetles
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