
By Mike Courson
Expectations were 

high for the Ellinwood 
football team right after 
a pair of wins to end 
the season. Those two 
wins - a 58-36 victory 
over playoff-bound Little 
River and a 54-6 thrash-
ing of Canton-Galva – 
marked two-thirds of the 
Eagle win total for the 
season.

But with a small grad-
uation class, the winning 
was supposed to carry 
over into 2017. Then the 
losses began. After the 
season, two players trans-
ferred to Central Plains, 
including Myles Menges, 
who had made his debut 
as an impressive quarter-
back.

Just two days into 
the practice season, head 
coach Jason Duvall was 
relieved of his coach-
ing duties. With Duvall 
gone, sophomore Peyton 
Duvall, who was slated 
to play quarterback in 
2017, transferred, leaving 
interim head coach Alex 
Birney without a quarter-
back.

“I think we have 
some guys on the team 
who can step in and fill 
the role,” Birney said. 
“We’re probably going 
to have to change our of-
fense a bit to fit what we 
have, but I don’t think 
it will be that big of a 
problem. We have a lot 
of experience returning 
on the offensive line so 
that helps a lot trying to 
get a new quarterback in 
the system.”

Birney took the 
changes in stride. A for-
mer wideout and safety 
for the Eagles, Birney 
has been around the EHS 
programs enough to feel 
confident working with 
the athletes under a new, 
bigger role.

“I’m pretty confi-

dent in myself and our 
team,” said Birney. “I’ve 
been around them in all 
three sports. I’ve been 
an assistant in football, 
basketball, and track ever 
since I moved back so I 
know them really well. I 
think we’re going to have 
a lot of fun. 

 “They guys respond-
ed well to the situation 
we’re in and we’re just 
working really hard to 
do the best we can,” said 
Birney. “I think if we just 
go out and do the best we 
can we’re going to shock 
some people.”

Sophomore Kyler 
Doll will get the nod at 

quarterback. Doll has 
played quarterback in 
the younger ranks and is 
familiar with the offense.

Leading the return-
ing skill players will be 
senior Drew Blake out of 
the back field. Last year 
Ellinwood was largely a 
throw-first team so the 
state-level sprinter Blake 
carried the ball just 61 
times for 304 yards and 
seven touchdowns. 

“There are only two 
teams who have some-
one faster than me, so 
I’m hoping to be able to 
run all over everybody,” 
Blake said.

Blake will have some 
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Ellinwood looking to clear hurdles, get to playoffs in 2017

By Mike Courson
The numbers tell the 

story from a year ago: 
zero wins, four shutouts, 
and a defense that al-
lowed nearly 50 points a 
game.

The Lions are ready 
to turn the page in 2017. 
The task will be a tall one 
in the a Central Kansas 
League that saw seven 
of its 11 teams reach 
the playoffs a year ago. 
Having just a handful of 
returners is not likely to 

help matters, either.
The good news is 

Terek Smith returns 
as quarterback. The 
6-2, 205-pound senior 
emerged as one of the 
leaders on the basketball 
team last winter, and 
those qualities will again 
be needed on the gridiron. 

“Terek has worked 
hard in the offseason,” 
said LHS coach James 
Johnston. “Look for big 
things from him this 
year.”

 Up front, Smith 
will have senior Manuel 
Moreno (5-9, 200) and 
sophomore Wade Foster 
(5-9, 215) blocking for 
him.

“Manuel has worked 
hard in the weight room 
this summer,” Johnston 
said. “Wade has worked 
hard in the weight room 
this summer and has got-
ten a lot stronger.”

Sophomore fullback 
Alejandro Pena (5-9, 220) 
has also spent time in the 

weight room and will be 
the main threat out of the 
backfield this fall.

Defensively, John-
ston highlights a pair of 
defensive backs in senior 
Wlisses Landeros (5-10, 
165) and junior Chris 
Goans (5-8, 140). 

“We don’t have a lot 
of kids out this season,” 
Johnston said. “Lyons 
had its best turnout for 
summer weights in a 
number of years. There 
are some good football 
players on the team, we 
just don’t have a lot of 
depth. Keeping people 
healthy will be very im-
portant.”

Looking down the 
schedule, the Lions will 
have to face reigning 
Class 4A, Div. II cham-
pion Pratt on the road. 
The district portion of 
the schedule includes 
road games at Larned and 
Ellsworth, and a home 
finale against powerhouse 
Hoisington.

Lions starting over after 0-9 season

2017 Eagle Football, front row from left: Drew Blake, Colby Prescott, Nathan Monday, 
Jacob Herrman, and Todd Hamby. Second row: Zeb Hughes, Kody Koetter, Bryce 
Baker, Landon Robl, Ethan Hayes, and Jayce Christiansen. Third row: Dylan White, 
Ryan Niles, Cole Kubick, Woodson Corbett, Isaak Fischer, and Kyler Doll. Fourth 
row: Austin Trimmer, Eli Hernandez, Aiden Ricker, Cameron Stevenson, and Michael 
Dimitt. Back row : Asst. Coach Dave Kempke, Coach Alex Birney, and Asst. Coach 
Monte Doll.                                                                        (photo courtesy of Lesli O’Neill/EHS)                                                                                                                             

2017 Lyons Lion football team

Have a Great Season!
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Another year older, Ellinwood.  

Happy 140th Birthday!

Welcome to the 

39th Annual After Harvest Festival!

BY MIKE COURSON
Somebody call a doctor. 

Or two. For the first time 
in eight years, there will 
be co-Grand Marshals at 
this year’s After Harvest 
Festival Parade. Doc-
tors Charlie Joslin and 
Christopher Brown have 
earned the honor for their 
service to the community 
via their work at Ellin-
wood District Hospital 
and Clinic. 

“They are just excep-
tional people as well 
as good doctors,” said 
Richard Kimple, chair-
man of the hospital board. 
“I think this was one of 
the things we felt as a 
community we could do 
to say thank you for the 
wonderful service they’ve 
provided our community 
and let them know they’re 
appreciated here.”

There have been other 
co-Marshals in recent 
years, but not since 2006 
when the title went to 
Bernice Petz, Eloise Win-
kleman, and Joan Drees 
has the honor gone to a 
non-married duo.

“It is a great honor to be 
chosen as Grand Marshal 
because of the unique 
place the After Harvest 
Festival has in the heart 
of the community,” Joslin 
said. “The first summer I 
was here I took note that 
folks seemed to be as ex-
cited for after harvest as 
they would be for Christ-
mas. It is a lot of fun, 
meant to be a lot of fun 
and a moment to enjoy 
life after a hard season of 
work.”

The road to Ellinwood 
is a long one for both doc-
tors. Brown spent most 
of his life in Kansas City 
but began to broaden his 
view of the rest of state 
while attending Kansas 
State University. In those 
days, Brown became 
acquainted with Olathe 
family physician Dr. 
Doug Brooks and thought 
his path would eventually 
lead him to join Brooks in 
practice. 

“He epitomized what I 
still hold to be very im-
portant qualities of a fam-
ily doctor,” Brown said. “ 
One, be very knowledge-
able in your field; two, 
treat your patients with 
the utmost respect as fel-
low human beings, and 
three, endeavor to make 
sure a person leaves your 
office feeling better than 
when they came in.”

In his time at KU Med 
in Kansas City, Brown 
began to realize how 
much he missed the 
western part of Kansas 
and the people who made 
up those communities. He 
entered residency at Fam-
ily Medicine at Smoky 

Hill in Salina as part of a 
program geared to bring 
primary care physicians 
to rural Kansas. 

After getting his license 
a year later, Brown had 
the opportunity to “moon-
light” in various com-
munities over the next 
two years. He spent time 
in Smith Center, Onaga, 
Ness City, and St. Mary’s.

“After graduation from 
residency, I continued to 
work weekends here and 
there, and that is how I 
was introduced to Ellin-
wood,” said Brown.

Joslin has also worked 
in various hospitals 
around the state. He 
spent 13 years in Wichita, 
then spent six years as a 
primary care physician in 
Russell. He has also spent 
time in a private practice 
as a partner of Hillside 
Medical Office after com-
pleting residency at the 
Wesley Family Practice 
program.

“When I was consider-
ing other practice loca-
tions, a dear friend of 
ours happened to know of 
EDH searching for a pro-
vider, and hence we were 
introduced,” Joslin said. 

Brown was the lone 
provider of primary 
care in Ellinwood until 
he helped recruit Joslin 
several years ago. The 
teamwork is another rea-
son the pair was selected 
as co-Marshals.

“Most of my life, if 
you wanted a doctor in 
Ellinwood you had one 
doctor to choose from,” 
Kimple said. “Now you 
can call the clinic and 
make an appointment and 
you can choose between 
three. The quality, the 
choice, and these are all 
good, experienced people 
who understand their role 
in this community and 
the limitations of a criti-
cal access hospital. They 
understand how to serve 
the community. They just 
cover so well for each 
other.”

“Dr. Joslin was a most 
welcome addition to 
Ellinwood several years 
ago,” said Brown. “His 
high commitment and 
dedication to patient care 
makes him not only an 
excellent fit to Ellinwood, 
but brings our level of 
care to new heights.  He 

works tirelessly for his 
patients, and has wonder-
ful relationships with 
them and the clinic and 
hospital staff. He is now 
a fixture to the Ellinwood 
health care system, and I 
hope he practices the rest 
of his career here. It is an 
honor to be selected along 
with him as Co-Grand 
Marshal.” 

“Dr. Brown and I have 
both, I think, enjoyed our 
association,” Joslin said. 
“I respect him greatly and 
am proud to work with 
him. Likewise, I am very 
fond of our entire EDH 
staff and the work that 
they do.”

Dr. Joslin moved to El-
linwood in 2009, but Dr. 
Brown continues to live 
abroad, calling Ellinwood 
his home practice. Part 
of that is the staff with 
which the doctors work.

“While I enjoyed parts 
of the very small com-
munities where I have 
worked, it was immedi-
ately apparent to me that 
Ellinwood was truly spe-
cial, and it starts and ends 
with the people of Ellin-
wood,” said Brown. “My 
first experiences were 
with the people through 
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Grand Marshal, M.D.: Drs. Joslin and Brown earn the honor

Ladies Clothing, Brighton, 

Spanx, Shoes, Accessories.  

Get Ready for the
 After Harvest Festival!

1523 Main, GB.  620-793-9514

www.beautifulbeginningsgb.com

Ask About Our At Home Truck Shows!

Welcome to the Annual 
After Harvest Festival
Hope you have 
a great time!

HI-LA
ENGINE, PUMP
& SUPPLY, INC.

620-564-2360

Chuck Hamby

Hm: 620-564-3478  Cell:620-786-4880

Greg Manning

Hm: 620-564-2302  Cell: 620-786-4545

Proudly serving Kansas for over 16 years!
620-564-2818

www.joinerconstructioninc.net

Welcome to Ellinwood for the 
After Harvest Festival!

Lone Wolf Restaurant 
111 E. 1st Street Ellinwood
Restaurant Hours 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

We'll have Full Concessions in the parking lot
east of our building from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m.
OPEN BAR AVAILABLE

Lots of Good Food with access to our 
Air Conditioned Building and Cold Beverages  July 18 and 19

Join us 
for Breakfast 

Sunday!

AFTER HARVEST FESTIVAL SPECIAL
WHOLE HOG OR 

BBQ CHICKEN MEAL
(served with sides and tea or water)

Sue's B-B-Q
will be serving immediately after the 

parade until 2 p.m. Saturday, July 19th
at the American Legion

Stop by and see us 

after the parade!

117 East Santa Fe, 

ELLINWOOD

the hospital--the nurses 
(like Jane Fertig, Rachelle 
Stratmann, Stephanie 
Ahrens), the staff (like 
Goldie Elsen, and count-
less others), providers 
like Debra Brockel and 
JoAnne Berry.  

“They were truly excel-
lent representatives of 
not just the hospital, but 
Ellinwood as a commu-
nity. The people I had the 
privilege to take care of 
during those early years 
were kind and courteous, 
and a joy to serve.  I felt 
welcome from the first 
day, and knew Ellinwood 
epitomized to me what 
I was longing for during 
those years in medical 
school.”

Outside of practice, 
both doctors are family 
men. Joslin is married to 
Denise, who also works 
at the clinic. The two met 
at Wichita State while he 
was a resident and she 
was a nursing student. 
Their son, Peter, is 13 
years old and attends St. 
Joseph School. He is a 
distance runner in track 
and also runs cross coun-
try. “We are delighted 
with the opportunity for 
Peter to grow up in a 

community such as this,” 
Joslin said.

Brown lives in Salina 
with wife, Chrissy, son, 
Ethan, and daughter, Lily. 
Salina remains a central 
location for Brown’s trav-
el, but also allows Ethan, 
12, access to necessary 
health care.

“(Ethan) has rather 
intense physical therapy 
and medical needs that 
necessitates close proxim-
ity to specialized health 
care services on a weekly 
basis,” Brown said. “He 
has a world class physical 
therapist in Salina who 
has worked hard to keep 
his body developing prop-
erly since infancy.”

Ethan enjoys a wide 
range of interests but idol-
izes athletes. He enjoys 
watching professional ro-
deo, basketball, football, 
baseball, and currently, 
World Cup soccer. Ethan 
was recently paired with 
Melody, a yellow Labra-
dor service dog. Lily, 9, 
is the family’s reader and 
artist. She is taking art 
classes this summer and 
already enjoys working 
with various media. 

The Brown family en-
joys playing board games 

and watching movies 
together, and even an 
occasional cruise in the 
convertible Mustang. 

Brown’s role in El-
linwood is not only as 
physician, but also to train 
future physicians for the 
community. 

“I also split my clinical 
time with the Univer-
sity of Kansas School of 
Medicine, which three 
years ago opened a branch 
campus in Salina. Similar 
to Smoky Hill Family 
Practice residency, it is a 
commitment by KU and 
the State of Kansas to train 
more physicians to serve 
rural Kansas. No other 
school other than KU has 
this mission, and KU-
Salina is now the smallest 
four-year medical school 
in the United States. While 
teaching at KU limits 
some of my clinical time 
in Ellinwood, I am pleased 
to fulfill the mission that I 
may be assisting in train-
ing future doctors that 
might one day practice in 
Ellinwood.”

Both doctors will take 
the morning off for the 
After Harvest Festival 
parade on Saturday, July 
19.

DR. CHARLIE JOSLIN DR. CHRISTOPHER BROWN

Welcome to the Annual

After Harvest Festival

620-564-2360 

Hope you have a great time!

Chuck Hamby

Cell: 620-786-4880

Greg Manning

Cell: 620-786-4545

Have a Great 
Season! 

Go Eagles!

215 W Main St
Lyons, Kansas 67554

620-257-2882

• Great Food and Beverages
• The Famous Blizzard

• Now Serving The
World Renown Orange Julius

Sept. 1  KINSLEY
Sept. 8  @Otis-Bison
Sept. 15  @Victoria
Sept. 22  NESS CITY (HC)
Sept. 29  @St. John
Oct. 6  GOESSEL
Oct. 13  @Central Plains
Oct. 20  LITTLE RIVER 
Oct. 26  @Ganton-Galva

Ellinwood football 2017

help up front with the 
offensive line back from 

last year. Junior Kody 
Koetter earned all-league 
honors at center last year, 
and senior Colby Prescott 
and junior Bryce Baker 
also return.

“We’re definitely go-
ing to end up falling on 
our offensive line a lot 
because we return all of 
our guys,” Birney said. 
“(Kody) will probably 
be moved around some-
where because he’s just a 
phenomenal athlete and a 
really good kid.”

A new addition to this 
year’s team will be senior 
Nathan Monday, who 
could play at wideout or 
under center. Both are 
positions with big shoes 
to fill. Menges threw for 
1,814 yards and 20 touch-
downs last year, and the 

Eagles will be without 
their top-two receivers a 
year ago in Tyson Mar-
tinez and Duvall, who 
accounted for more than 
1,200 of the team’s 1,814 
receiving yards.

Ellinwood remains in 
a competitive district that 
features Central Plains 
and Little River. Central 
Plains returns a stacked 
lineup in search of a fifth-
straight playoff run, and 
Little River returns most 
of its squad albeit under a 
new coach.

“I really think we’ll 
be able to make it to the 
playoffs this year,” Blake 
said. “I think we have a 
very good opportunity 
and I really think our re-
cord is going to be pretty 
good.”
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Lyons football 2017
Sept. 1  HILLSBORO
Sept. 8  @Nickerson
Sept. 15  MINNEAPOLIS
Sept. 22  @Pratt
Sept. 29  @Haven  
Oct. 6  SMOKY VALLEY
Oct. 13  @Larned
Oct. 20  @Ellsworth
Oct. 26  HOISINGTON

We are cheering 
for our fall sports 

teams!

Grene Vision Group 
Dr. Jenna Johnson, O.D.

111 West First
Lyons, KS 67554
(620) 257-2337


