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Best Postal Carrier:
Chris Capps

AN ARMY OF VOLUNTEERS — The staff and volunteers of We Care Ministries in Martin had just finished taking 
down Christmas decorations and toys at the thrift store before pausing to accept the honor of Best Consignment 
Store in the Weakley County Press’ Reader’s Choice awards. While the store is not definitive of an actual consign-
ment store, their “thrift shop” is one that is a ministry of people donating their unused items and others purchasing 
them for an incredible bargain. All of the money that swaps hands at the thrift store is used to provide a numerous 
number of services for people in need throughout the community. WE CARE Ministries began in 1973 by the First 
United Methodist Church of Martin with a donation for $3,600 designated to be used for people, and not for bricks 
and mortar. This provided the seed money for WE CARE to begin a ministry with transportation and emergency as-
sistance. The Thrift Store followed a year later.  In 1990 WE CARE expanded into an ecumenically supported ministry 
followed by a growth in 2002 offering eight programs of assistance. Seven denominations participate actively in the 
ministry. By combining the resources of the churches within the community, businesses, schools and individuals, WE 
CARE was able to better serve the community by assisting more people the same rather than duplicating efforts. WE 
CARE has expanded with our partners to establish a strong ministry with 10 programs to provide help for immediate 
and special needs. The WE CARE programs fall into six categories –public support, family support, seasonal needs, 
hunger relief, educational, and spiritual growth.  WE CARE has consistently assisted over 4,500 families with over 
$450,000 of assistance.

mary elizabeth bell is 
this year’s recipient of the 
weakley county press best 
community Volunteer in 
weakley county. mrs. bell 
was born and reared in 
weakley county 84 years 
ago in the stella ruth com-
munity. taught by her par-
ents and grandparents to be 
ever thoughtful of others, 
no matter of their color or 
origin. she was educated in 
the weakley county school 
system and received her 
b.s. and m.s. from the 
university of tennessee at 
martin. 

mrs. bell taught school 
at martin middle, martin 
elementary and martin pri-
mary schools and retired 
from teaching in may 1999. 
she remained very active 
in the schools continuing 
to volunteer with mentor-
ing, organizing k-kids 
at mes and worked with 
builder’s club at mms 
and helped with key club 
at westview and the aktion 
club with cds clients. she 
also volunteered by teach-
ing 4-h children to sew at 
utm during the “line and 
design camp.” mrs. bell 
has also volunteered with 
special olympics. 

mary elizabeth is the 
mother of 4 children, James 
denton, sarah beth, david 
donoho and John mark 
bell. she has 9 grandchil-
dren and 19 great grand-
children. she and her hus-
band, denton bell, spent 42 
years in the dairy business 
in the public well com-

munity. she is an active 
member of the public well 
missionary baptist church, 
beta omega chapter of the 
delta kappa gamma Inter-
national, martin 20th cen-
tury club, martin kiwanis 
club, martin woodmen 
life, weakley county Fam-
ily and community educa-
tors, weakley county his-
torical and genealogical 
society, weakley county 
council of F.c.e., weakley 
county democratic wom-
en, and aarp. 

Jesus said in mark 12:30-
31, “love the lord thy god 
with all thy heart, with all 
thy soul and with all thy 
mind, and with all thy 
strength. love thy neighbor 
as thyself.” mary elizabeth 
proudly states, “I got my 
strength from the lord my 
god. without him, I could 
not do what I do. I love the 
lord, my neighbors and my 
family. I especially love 
teaching children and help-
ing to make the world a bet-
ter place in which to live. “ 

Community Volunteer:
Mary Elizabeth Bell

Best Consignment Shop: We Care Ministries




