
The Bible says, “For he said unto him, Come out of the man,
thou unclean spirit.  And he asked him, What is thy name?  And
he answered, saying, My name is Legion: for we are many”
(Mk.5:8,9).

In our text we have the story about The Maniac or Demoniac
of Gadara.

This man, for whom no name is given, was demon possessed,
or another way of saying it, he was full of devils.  The leader of
this possession was named Legion because there were many in
this man.  A legion can be up to 6,000.  This man was possessed
by those angelic beings that with Satan had rebelled against God
and were confined to earth or bound in hell, until their “time” of
judgment at the Great White Throne (Rev.20:10-15).

The fact that this man was possessed by up to 6,000 demons,
which are spiritual beings, tells us that spirits do not take up
space.   If they did, that many individual, personal beings,
couldn’t dwell in this man. 

One of the things that proved he was demon possessed, was
his living or “dwelling among the tombs”; among the dead
(Mk.5:2,3).  He wasn’t driven by the citizens into the tombs, but
by the demons that possessed him.  The demons had usurped his
will and drove him to a place they preferred which was in the
grave yard.

It would be worth noting that today there’s an infatuation with
grave yards and the dead and departed spirits and communicating
with them.  One way of becoming demon possessed is opening
the door into that evil dimension which God strictly forbade us
to enter (Deut.18:9). 

Another thing that proved he was demon possessed was his
supernatural strength (Mk.5:3,4; Acts 19:15,16).  He could break
chains, and had done so on as many occasions as the citizens
bound him.  But he couldn’t break the chains the demons en-
slaved him with.

Man cannot naturally break chains because he hasn’t naturally
the strength to break steel.   But demons have supernatural
strength and they can exert their strength through a human being
and break steel chains.   Because of the violent nature of the
demons that possessed him, the man was violent to those around
him.

And yet another thing that proved this man was demon pos-
sessed was he could not be tamed (vs.4).  To make him tame
would mean to get him to become rational, reasonable, and log-

ical.  They couldn’t harness his physical powers or his mental
powers for they were both given over to the devil.  No psychia-
trist could help him.

Another proof that this man was demon possessed was his
self-mutilation.  He roamed the mountains and tombs, “cutting
himself with stones” (vs.5).  He was dead set on destroying him-
self.  Today people are dead set on destroying themselves with
drugs, and mutilating their bodies by covering them with tattoos. 

This demon possessed man was also naked, he “ware (wore)
no clothes” (Lk.8:27).  Even so today people are wearing less
and less clothes.

When the man came to Jesus he didn’t speak, but the demon
did, and asked that Jesus not torment them or send them out of
country (vs.7,10).  When Jesus spoke He didn’t speak at first to
the man, but directly to the demons in the man (vs.8,9,13).

When Jesus healed this man he sat with the others that were
crowded around Jesus’ feet, with clothes on, and in his right mind
(vs.15).  He was conscious of himself and aware of his surround-
ings for the first time in a very long time.  He was himself again
by the mighty touch of God.

Jesus spoke to the man personally the first time after the
demons had been cast out, and told him to go and share his story
with others (vs.19).

Do I believe unsaved people can be possessed with demons
or devils today? Absolutely.  But they can be delivered by re-
nouncing their allegiance to Satan and their involvement in occult
craft and put their faith in Jesus Christ alone and His shed blood
for their salvation.

As Christian influence has waned because of the worldly state
of the church there’s increasing evidence of demonic activity.  As
America turns from God and more people worship Satan, there
will be more evidence of demonic activity in our country.  May
God send us revival.

Submissions
The deadline for all church news, obituaries, “Thank You”
ads, and “In Memory” ads is noon on Tuesday. Submis-
sions received after this time will be held until the follow-
ing weekʼs issue. All obituaries must be submitted by the
funeral home. For more information, please call us at
229-482-8230 or 229-896-2233.
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Church DirectoryChurch Directory

•  Camon Temple
First Born Church Of
The Living God, Inc.
Pastor: Madine Camon, Th.M.
72 Davis Avenue-Lakeland
Tues. & Thurs . . . . . . . . .  6 PM
1st & 3rd Sundays. . . . .   11 AM

•  Camp Creek Missionary
Baptist 
Intersection Hwy 122 
& Hwy 168
Clinch County

•  Evanʼs Temple Holiness
Church 
46 Davis Ave. - Lakeland
229-482-8049

•  Everlasting House of
Prayer Deliverance Center 
in Temple of Love
806 E Davis Ave. - Lakeland
229-482-9550

•  First Baptist Church
15 Main Street - Lakeland
229-482-3401
Sunday School . . . . . . . . .  9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Service . 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service . . . . 6:00 PM
Wed. Night . . . . . . . . . . . .  7:00 PM

•  Gateway of Heaven 
803 E Peeler Ave. - Lakeland
229-482-1156

•  Greater Bethel A.M.E
1027 S. Oak St.- Lakeland
229-482-9414

•  Guthrie Baptist Church
Off of Hwy 168-Lakeland 
229-300-0043

•  Kingdom Hall 
of Jehovahʼs Witnesses
67 S Oak Street - Lakeland
229-482-2020

•  Knight Memorial 
Baptist Church
On Teeterville Hwy - Lakeland 
229-482-2687

•  Lakeland Church of Christ
622 E. Main Street-Lakeland
229-482-2692

•  Lakeland United Methodist
Church
80 West Main St. -  Lakeland
229-482-3574

•  Lovejoy Community
Church 
23 Lovejoy Rd - Lakeland
229-482-2169
Sunday School . . . . . . . . 10:00 AM
Sunday Morning Service . 11:00 AM
Sunday Night Service . . . . 6:00 PM
Wed. Night Bible Study . . . 7:00 PM
(Childrenʼs Programs available at all serv-
ice times. Teens program during Sunday
School and Night service & Wed. night
service.)

•  New Bryant Missionary 
Baptist
Pastor: Jasper B. Daniels
79 S. Mill Street -  Lakeland
229-482-2784

•  New Life Church 
104 W Thigpen Ave 
Lakeland, GA

• New Life Church of God of
Stockton
516 W. Highway 84
Stockton, GA 31649
Pastor: Dwaine Crummey
(229) 242-7001
Sunday Morning - 10:30 a.m.
Childrenʼs Church - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Night - 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night - 7 p.m.

•  New Life Ministries 
104 W Thigpen Ave
Lakeland, GA

•  New Hopewell Missionary 
Baptist
124 W Main St. • Lakeland
229-482-3237

•  Oak Grove Freewill 
Baptist Church
Oak Grove Church Lane
Lakeland, GA • 912-422-4212

•  Oak Street Church of
Christ
Pastor: Bro. Joseph Ingram
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . 9:45 AM
Sunday Morning Service ..11:00 AM
Tuesday Bible Study . .. . .  6:30 PM

• Pearly Gates Apostolic
Church
1326 South Mill Street
Lakeland, GA 31635
Bishop and Pastor Odie Cook

229-305-8550
Sunday School- 10 a.m.
Sunday Morning Service- 11 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study- 6:30 p.m.

•  Ray City Church of God
515 Main St - Ray City 
229-455-5689

•  Refuge Temple Seventh
Day Adventist
605 E Washington Ave.
Lakeland, GA
229-482-9550
229-563-5934

•  Shiloh #2 Baptist Church
70 Davis Street - Lakeland
229-292-5953

•  Southside Baptist Church
326 S Hwy 221 - Lakeland
229-482-2280

• St. Anthony of Padua
Catholic Church
2530 Garner Road • Ray City
229-455-5554

•  St. Lewis Baptist Church
Route 1, Hwy 135
Lakeland, GA •  229-482-2188

•  Stockton Baptist Church
262 Church Rd.
Stockton, GA •  229-241-1119

•  Unity United 
Methodist Church
224 Unity Church Road
Lakeland, GA •  229-482-3103

To sponsor this
page with an ad

please call
The Lanier

County News
229-482-8230
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If you would like to be included in this 

listing made possible by these ad 
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229 -482-8230 today!

My name is Legion

Cagle Grams

By James H. Cagle

EDITOR'S NOTE - Opinions expressed in letters to the editor
and columns do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the
newspaper staff. We do, however, support freedom of speech
as provided in the First Amendment of the United States
Constitution. We welcome written responses that are not li-
belous to any letter or column.

PUBLIC SERVICE 

ANNOUNCEMENT
Narconon reminds families that abuse of heroin and

opiod drugs has become a national health crisis. Learn

to recognize the signs of heroin abuse and get your loved

ones help if they are at risk. To learn about the overdose

reversing drug known as naloxone and find out its avail-

ability in your state, visit www.narcononnewliferetreat.org

ADDICTION SCREENINGS

Narconon can help you take steps to overcome addic-

tion in your family. Call 1- 800-431-1754 today for free

screenings or referrals.

Grief/Caregiver Support
Group meetings

The local Grief/Caregiver Support Group will be meeting
the second and fourth Sundays of every month. Meetings
will take place at 5 p.m. in the Lakeland Drug Company
Meeting Room, 42 W. Main St. 

If youʼve experienced the loss of a loved one, join us in a
facilitated grief support group, a safe, supportive place
where you can mourn, share, and process your personal
loss.

Michael Thomas Everett, 58
Michael Thomas Everett, a senior heavy equipment operator

with Lowndes County and long time resident of Berrien County,
GA, died unexpectedly on July 9, 2017 at the age of 58 at his
home.

Mike was born in Miami, Florida on December 29, 1958 to
Hermon J. Everett and Mary C. Everett both deceased and is sur-
vived by his loving Step-Mother Nora N. Everett.

Mike, also known as Mr. Mike to many of his close friends
and coworkers, was an avid race car fan, loved cooking, and en-
joyed tending to his many gardens. He also loved music and often
played guitar with family and friends. He was a magnet for all
dogs taking great care of any that showed up on his doorstep.
Mike was a very kind and generous man who will be deeply
missed by his family, close neighbors, friends, coworkers and all
who knew him. There is no service scheduled at this time.

Charles Rowe, 57
Charles Rowe, 57, of Nashville, died Tuesday July 11, 2017

in Tift Regional Medical Center. He was born August 23, 1959
in Myrtle Beach, SC to Rudolph Felton Rowe and Mildred Beryl
Fildes Rowe. He was a painter and of the Baptist faith.

He is survived by his daughter: Jessica (Rocky) Stone of Ala-
paha; father and mother: Buck and Beryl Rowe of Nashville; 2
sisters: Diane Watson of Nashville and Janice (Bruce) Roberts of
Adel; 2 brothers: Richard (Frances) Rowe of Nashville and
Michael Rowe of Panama City Beach, FL; granddaughter: Kym-
ber Stone; 2 nieces: Nicole Rowe and Mary-Ann Rowe; 2
nephews: Grisha Roberts and Misha Roberts.

Funeral services were held Friday July 14, 2017 at 4 p.m. in
the Chapel of Lovein Funeral Home with the Rev. Mickey Lind-
sey officiating. Interment followed in Rowetown Cemetery. Vis-
itation was Friday one hour prior to the service. Lovein Funeral
Home in Nashville handled the arrangements.

Jeanette Sirmans, 78
Jeanette Sirmans, 78, of Ray City passed away July 15, 2017

in Archbold Medical Center in Thomasville, GA after a brief ill-
ness. She was born on May 8, 1939 to the late Shelton J. & Ar-
mittie (Lancaster) Skinner. She was Holiness by faith.

Along with her parents she was preceded in death by her hus-
band, Junior Sirmans, daughter, Cynthia Jeanette Sirmans, 2
brothers and J.W. Skinner & J.C. Skinner.

Survivors Include: 2 Sons & Daughters-in-law, Joey & Angie
Sirmans, Ray City, Clyde “Bo” & Amy Sirmans, Valdosta; Sister:
Doris Cumbus, Valdosta; 3 Brothers & Sister-inlaw: Shelton
“Slim” Skinner, Jr., Pearson, Ronnie & Jessie Skinner, Ray City,
Bobby Skinner, Valdosta and a number of grandchildren, great
grandchildren, nieces and nephews.

Funeral Services were held at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, July 18,
2017 in the Lakeland Chapel of Music Funeral Services with a
private burial held in New Ramah Cemetery, Ray City, GA.

The family received friends from 9 a.m. until service time on
Tuesday. Sympathy may be expressed online at www.musicfu-
neralservices.com. The Sirmans family is being cared for by the
professional and caring staff of Music Funeral Services in Lake-
land.
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