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HANSON’S REPAIR
101 W 1st St - Fosston, MN

435-1464

(not that kind, though)

• Tires
• Tune-ups
• Auto & Truck
   Repairs

223 N Omland Ave
Fosston, MN

(formerly K's Variety)

20% o�
Storewide

9am-4pm

30% o�
Storewide

4pm-8pm

ONE DAY ONLY!
FRIDAY, NOV. 17

from 5-8pm 
Fri. Nov. 17

(218) 668-21111337 300th Ave - Lengby

Come the end of the often 
hectic holiday shopping 
season, many people resolve 
to begin shopping earlier in 
the following year. While 
such resolutions can be hard 
to keep, shoppers would be 
wise to consider the myriad 
ways they can benefit by 
starting their holiday shop-
ping earlier than they’re typi-
cally accustomed to doing.

Deals
The more time shoppers 

give themselves to find gifts 
for their loved ones, the more 
time they have to comparison 
shop and find the best deals. 
Retailers often offer steep 
discounts during the holiday 

How being an early bird can benefit holiday shoppers
season, but such deals may 
pale in comparison to those 
that can be had throughout 
the rest of the year. Holiday 
shoppers who begin shopping 
early can always skip buying 
in late summer or autumn if 
they think better deals can be 
had once the holiday season 
begins. 

Shipping
By shopping early, shop-

pers can choose the least 
expensive shipping option 
offered by online retailers, 
potentially saving substan-
tial amounts of money as a 
result. In addition, shoppers 
who start early won’t have 
to worry about items failing 

to arrive on time, a common 
source of stress for last-min-
ute holiday shoppers.

Credit score
Another advantage to 

shopping early for holiday 
gifts is it allows consumers to 
protect their credit scores by 
spreading their spending out 
over several months instead 
of doing so in the handful of 
weeks between Thanksgiving 
and Christmas. In a survey 
examining debt associated 
with the holiday season, 
MagnifyMoney found that 
the average holiday debt in 
2016 was slightly more than 
$1,000. Credit card debt can 
negatively affect consumers’ 

credit scores, especially if 
balances are not paid in full 
when bills are due. Shop-
pers can avoid such situations 
entirely by shopping early 
using only disposable income 
to make purchases instead of 
credit cards. Such financial 
flexibility may not be pos-
sible for shoppers who wait 
until the holiday season has 
begun to start shopping.

Time
Shoppers can save more 

than money by starting their 
holiday shopping in advance 
of the holiday season. In spite 
of the popularity of online 
shopping, many people still 
visit traditional brick and 

mortar retailers to do their 
present buying. Such stores 
can be overwhelmed with 
shoppers between Thanks-
giving and Christmas, lead-
ing to long lines and lengthy 
searches for parking. Shop-
pers are far less likely to 
encounter big crowds and 
crowded parking lots if they 
get their shopping done 
before the dawn of the holi-
day season, saving them-
selves substantial amounts of 
time as a result.

Shoppers who commit to 
getting their holiday shop-
ping done early can save 
money and time and protect 
their financial reputations as 
well. 

Oklee 
Quilting 

Supply, Inc.
FOR ALL YOUR QUILTING SUPPLIES

HOURS
8-5 M-F ∙ Sat. 9-12 218-796-5151

• Cotton Prints
• Gift Items
• 108” Backings
• Bonded Batting
• Cuddle Prints
 • Solids 
• Notions
• Quilt Patterns
• And More!

Monthly Specials!

Give the gift of beauty
Full Service Salon

• 24 Hour Tanning • Piercing
Holiday Specials on:

OPI, Bed Head, Paul Mitchell, Sexy Hair, 
Cat Walk, Matrix, and Scruples

Sign up for $200 worth of Christmas Drawings
including a $100 Grand Prize

Every $20 spent on Tanning Card, 
get $10 free - Friday, November 17th only

Gift Certificates Available
Presented beautifully in a gift bag 

ready to place under the tree

Gift Sets starting at $15.00

Shear Magic Salon
and Tanning Emporium

Hwy 2 West • Fosston, MN • (218) 435-1243
Donna Campbell, Owner/Operator
Sami Lee, Stylist • Katie Shereck, Stylist

Open until 8 pm Friday, November 17

20% Off Holiday Gift Sets

The chance to give gifts 
and spend time with loved 
ones makes the holiday 
season a special time of year. 
But for many people, the 
holiday season often leads to 
overspending. 

A 2016 survey from the 
American Research Group 
found that American shop-
pers anticipated spending an 
average of $930 on gifts that 
holiday season. Data from 
T. Rowe Price confirms that 
parents are spending between 
$400 and $500 per child each 
year. In 2015, CPA Canada 
conducted a random phone 
survey of 1,004 adult Cana-
dians and found the average 
adult planned to spend $766 
on holiday gifts.

Although these numbers 
can reflect an overwhelming 
sense of generosity, many 
times excessive spending is 
based on a desire to outdo 
gifting from the year prior — 
sometimes at the risk of per-
sonal finances. Some people 
are taking drastic measures to 
make holidays over-the-top, 
with some delving into emer-
gency savings  while others 
withdraw prematurely from 
retirement accounts. Budget-
ing for the holiday season 
can help shoppers keep their 
finances in check.

Determine spending pat-
terns

An examination of 
receipts and spending habits 
from previous holiday sea-
sons can help individuals 
establish budgets for the cur-
rent year. Make a list of all 
expenses — even the ones 
that extend beyond holiday 
giving. These may include 
expenses such as gym service 
fees, homeowner’s insur-
ance, traveling expenses, 
gift exchanges at work, and 
more. Extra costs can add up 
and should be factored into 
holiday budgets.

Try to recall if your spend-
ing last year felt comfortable 
or if you were paying off 
credit cards long after the 
holiday season hadended. If 
it’s the latter, resolve to make 
adjustments.

Establish a budget that fits 
There is no such thing as 

a one-size-fits-all budget. 
Figure out if there is extra 
money this season or if times 
are tight. This will help you 
plan accordingly and avoid 
overspending. Shifting pri-
orities can help free up some 
cash. If children are interested 
in this year’s hot (and likely 
expensive) gift, cut back on 

holiday travel or entertain-
ing. Instead of buying gifts 
for coworkers, buy a drink 
during a night out. 

Use the holidays as an 
opportunity to sell

Collectibles, gently used 
toys, video games, action fig-
ures — all of these items may 
be collecting dust at your 
home, but they might be cov-
eted by other shoppers. Rely 
on the season for spending 
to make some extra income 
that can be cashed in for your 
own holiday purchases.

Set up an account and 
track spending

Establish a separate 
account strictly for holiday 
spending. This can include a 
credit card only used for gifts 
and entertaining or a savings 
account at a bank or credit 
union. You won’t know what 
is going out of your account 
unless you keep careful tabs 
on it. Tracking spending is 
the biggest key to sticking 
with a budget, according to 
the financial advice group 
The Balance.

Holiday budgeting can be 
challenging. But with some 
effort, it is possible to avoid 
debt and still enjoy a happy 
holiday season.

Set and stick to your holiday budget

2

Games to entertain your guests this Holiday Season
GIFT WRAP-UP

See how well your guests can work together by tasking them 
with wrapping a gift together with only one hand each.

SANTA LIMBO
Have people do the limbo, but put a “santa belly” 

under their shirt using a pillow.
NAME THAT CAROL

Try to guess the name of the Christmas carol, 
given only a few lyrics from the song.


