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Santa letter-writing secrets

At the tip of the North
Pole resides a jolly man who
collects letters from chil-
dren asking him to deliver
all of their hearts’ desires.
Although Santa Claus does
a thorough job of making
sure children’s treats are
delivered on the same night,
sometimes he needs assis-
tance with reading and re-
sponding to the thousands
upon thousands of letters
sent to him each year. That
1s why he often relies on an
extensive list of helpers to
handle much of his holiday
correspondence.

According to Smithson-
1an, the practice of writing
to St. Nick dates back more
than 150 years. Early de-
pictions of Santa show him
as a disciplinarian. The
first Christmastime Santa

letters were actually sent
by Santa, rather than the
other way around. Such let-
ters encouraged children
to be good boys and girls.
Eventually, an illustration
by Thomas Nast depicted
“Santaclaussville, N.P.” as
Santa’s address, providing
children with a place where
they could send their corre-
spondences to the big guy in
red.

The Universal Postal
Union, an intergovernmen-
tal organization that coordi-
nates postal policies across
192 member nations, indi-
cates that 1,350,000 letters
to Santa were sent by Ca-
nadians, while Americans
sent more than one million
and Britains mailed rough-
ly 800,000 such letters in
2012, the most recent year

from which figures are
available. To account for
the staggering number of
letters sent, various post
offices and postal programs
were established to help
Santa with the task of tack-
ling children’s wish lists.

In Canada, children can
address letters to Santa and
use the postal code HOH,
0HO. In 2016, the USPS in-
stituted a new letter-writ-
ing option that enables par-
ents or guardians to include
a personalized response let-
ter back to children who ad-
dress letters to Santa. The
package can be postmarked
to: North Pole Postmark
Postmaster, 4141 Post-
mark Drive, Anchorage, AK
99530-9998.

Many other letters to San-

ta end up routing to various
post offices where thou-
sands of volunteer “elves”
can adopt letters and make
children’s wishes come true.
A “Letters to Santa” pro-
gram enables children in se-
rious need to get items that
can help keep them safe and
happy.

Parents may also inves-
tigate a number of services
that will provide letters
from Santa, Mrs. Claus or
elves for nominal fees. These
letters can be personalized
with details. Santa has even
gone high-tech with person-
alized videos and pictures
as well. A quick web search
can yield the instructions on
how prospective helpers can
get started.

Children can improve

their chances of letters be-
ing read and received, with

- Identify who is writing
the letter and share some

details about your life.
- Make sure you've been
nice and well-behaved.
- Ask Santa how he has
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Arthur 3rd Saturday

Christmas Bazaar Blender
Saturday, November 18 at 9 AM -4 PM
Moultrie-Douglas Fairgrounds
301E. Columbia St. Arthur, IL.

Christmas Open House
Storewide Sale
- 15% Off *
November 18 2017
8:00 2.m.-6:00 p.m. - ..

* * Excludes already reduced merchandise, sewmg machines & sergers.
* In stock merchandise only. Carnof be combined with other offers:

Come celebrate the beginning of the
Christmas season with us in Arthur.
We have 60+ vendors to help you
with your Christmas shopping.

M: 7am-5pm

. " Photo Booth with Buddy the Elf, __ 1. W tom
N2 ' e Olaf and Dasher the Reindeer S: 7am-8pm
Stl tCh and Sew : / 217.543.3106 S O

* . ' , AL 1045 E. lumbia St. (Rt. 133
1220 S Vine, Arthur » 543-2287 . i
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top iN du n House

* Coffee e Tea E stmas Ope

o Sandwiches ¢ Gift Baskets Ch

Dinner rolls for gatherings,
cookies for Santa,
cinnamon rolls for breakfasts
and gifts for loved ones.
We’ve got what you need!
And we can ship it too!

Monday-Saturday 9-5
2 miles South and 1/2 mile West of Arthur_

217/543-3700

Buy Local - Save Monday & Time

* Great Christmas Selections - Tables, Chairs, Sofas, Gliders

* TV Stands, Bedroom Sets, Jewelry Armoires,
Children’s Furniture, Inspirational Decor

* Personalized Items While You Wait

FREE LOCAL
DELIVERY!

BEAT THE RUSH & SHOP EARLY FOR CHRISTMAS!

228 S. Vine St. ¢ Arthur, IL FRIDAY, NOV. 17
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. & SATURDAY, NOV. 18

(217) 543-2661 10% OFF IN-STOCK ITEMS

shopach.com (Excluding already reduced merchandise) &«

~* Turkey * Ham
'Chicken and Noodles
ried Chicken ¢ Fruitcakes
¢ Cinnamon Rolls -
, r Rolls ¢ Pies * Cookies
e » Cheese & Meat Trays -

Red Wing Scrusher
With Base

Certificates
Available

Yak Trax

Other Ideas Like Stocking Caps, Socks, Shoe Findings & Frogg-Toggs

WC OUNTRY 1/2 Mile South of Arthur

217-543-2082
SHOE SHop Mon.-Fri. 8-5; Sat. 8-3




