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The DeKalb Middle School Saints are 
champions, beating Fentress County 14-8 
Saturday night in Jamestown to claim the 
conference crown.

Leading them to victory in the Middle 
Tennessee Football Conference final were 
running backs Colby Barnes, who went over 
1,000 yards rushing for the season, and Josh 
May, the one-two punch coming through 
to score touchdowns to help the Saints fin-
ish their perfect 8-0 season. They advanced 
to the title game by downing Avery Trace in 
Smithville last week, 40-22.

The Saints capped the regular season by 
outscoring their combined six opponents 
224-58, shutting out Jackson County 42-0 
and blowing out Upperman 62-6. They were 
also able to manhandle Smith County 34-8, 
challenged on the scoreboard in only two 
road games, beating Trousdale 20-16 and Av-
ery Trace 16-14 in squeakers.

Named All-Conference after hoisting the 
trophy were Colby Barnes, Josh May, Bryan 
Portillo, Ean Jones, Tyler Estes, Andrew Vick-
ers, John Ellis and Gabe Hollingsworth.

For Barnes it was a record-breaking season 
as he eclipsed the school record formerly 
held by Josh Reece, rushing this season for 
1,353 yards and 23 touchdowns. May rushed 
for 775 yards and 9 touchdowns.

Coach Justin Poteete noted that the season 
of success was a team effort brought about 
by hard work and sweat on the practice field.

“They didn’t just walk in and get hand-
ed it,” Poteete said. “They worked hard and 
grinded all year long.”

CONFERENCE CHAMPS
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Josh May had a  touchdown in the DeKalb Middle Schools Saints’ 14-8 win over Fentress County Saturday in James-

town, helping lead them to the conference title. He and Colby Barnes terrorized other teams this season as a one-two 
punch on the ground.

Saints win title
DUANE SHERRILL
Editor Smithville Review
Smithville, Tennessee

The Junior Tigers are 
Super Bowl bound after 
beating the White County 
Warriors in Sparta Satur-
day, 30-27.

The win culminated 
a nearly perfect season, 
the DeKalb County Youth 
Football squad going 
7-1, its only loss coming 
against the team it will 
face for all the marbles 
this Saturday – Fentress 
County.

“That was our only loss 
this season and it came 
during our first game,” 
said Junior Tiger Head 
Coach Lucas Bain of the 
12-0 loss to kick off the 
season.

What followed was a 
dominant campaign as 
the Junior Tigers out-
scored their opponents 
211-18 during the regular 
season scoring victims of 
12-0 over White County, 
24-0 over Smith County, 
41-0 over Cumberland 
County, 47-0 over Upper-
man, and 29-6 over Over-
ton. Their made their way 
to the title game by beat-
ing Upperman 51-0 in the 
first round of the playoffs 
before their close call at 
Sparta this past Saturday.

The Tigers found them-
selves holding on to take 
the win Saturday after 
carving out a 22-6 lead. 
Contributing points in 
the win were Ryan Lyons 
who went 50 yards on 
the first play of the game 

for a touchdown. His run 
was joined later by a 50-
yard end around by Cole 
Bain. J.T. Summers then 
stole the ball from a War-
rior ball carrier and ran 
the ball 40 yards to pay 
dirt. Nicholas Murphy 
added a 40-yard touch-
down to the mix while Eli 
Jones helped shut down 
the Warrior offense, mak-
ing five tackles for loss.

Coach Bain said several 
of the players on the team 
were part of the peewee 
league squad that went to 
the Super Bowl two years 
ago, meaning they have 
experience playing in the 
big game.

The Super Bowl will 
keep off at 5 p.m. Sat-
urday at Monterey High 
School.
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Junior Tiger Ryan Lyons reads his block as he makes his way downfield against 

the Sparta Warriors. Lyons had a touchdown on the way to his team’s 30-27 win 
which advanced them to the Super Bowl this Saturday in Monterey.

Junior Tigers earn 
Super Bowl berth
DUANE SHERRILL
Editor Smithville Review
Smithville, Tennessee

Despite having their best offensive out-
put of the year, the Tigers couldn’t put up 
enough points to keep up with the Owls as 
they fell to Smith County Friday night 47-
34.

“Our offense finally got in gear but 
our defense and special teams didn’t do 
enough to win the game,” said Tiger Head 
Coach Steve Trapp of the shootout in Car-
thage that looked more like a blow out 
when DeKalb County went down 21-0 ear-
ly.

The Tigers fell behind when the Owls’ 
John Ross Ford scampered into the end-
zone with 1:22 left in the first to make it a 
6-0 affair. Eli Martin added to the lead for 
the Owls at the 9:11 mark, the deficit in-
creasing to 21-0 following an Axel Aldino 

interception and subsequent Owl score.
Aldino atoned for the miscue with four 

minutes remaining in the second quarter, 
hitting T.J. Alexander for 29-yard touch-
down pass which capped a 47-yard drive 
that was set up by a spectacular Desmond 
Nokes kickoff return.

Grayson Redmon then continued his hot 
streak of catching touchdown passes as the 
senior receiver hauled in a 12-yard offering 
from Aldino to make the score 21-14 at half.

The second half started on a sour note 
for the Tigers as Eli Martin was able to take 
the opening kickoff back 91 yards for an 
Owl touchdown making it 27-14.

Aldino, in his best career game as a start-
er for the Tigers, marched DeKalb down 
the field and scored with 8:13 left in the 
third with a seven-yard run to tighten the 
score at 27-21.

Tigers lose
in shootout

Tena Edwards photo
Isaac Knowles hauls in a catch during in a high scoring affair in Smith County 

Friday night. The Tigers lost 47-24 despite their highest offensive output of the 
season.

DUANE SHERRILL
Editor Smithville Review
Smithville, Tennessee
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