
In her report to the coun-
ty commission this past 
week, Chamber of Com-
merce Director Suzanne 
Williams revealed improve-
ments being made to his-
toric downtown Smithville 
as well as outreach efforts 
being undertaken in hopes 
of bringing even more tour-
ists to DeKalb County.

“Due to our most recent 
Community Development 
Block Grant awarded to the 
Chamber in the amount 
of $100,000 many façade 
improvements have been 
made to our downtown,” 
she told commissioners in 
her report. “We have several 
new businesses in down-
town Smithville including 
Old Timers’ Antique Mall, 
The Vintage Owl, The Mar-
ket on Main, and D & D 
Fashions. Two of our down-
town businesses have out-
grown their present space 
and are moving to larger 
buildings on the square.”

Another grant, she said, 
will help with outreach. 
“The Chamber was award-
ed a new TN Department of 
Tourist Development Grant 
to be used for a Smithville 
Fiddlers’ Jamboree billboard 
on I-40 reaching 42,000 cars 
per day.”

The news got even better 
when she noted Smithville 
will be in the new Tennessee 
Music Pathway.

The Tennessee Depart-
ment of Tourist Develop-
ment has a new initiative, 
The Tennessee Music Path-
way,” she revealed. “The 
Smithville Fiddlers’ Jambo-
ree and Crafts Festival has 
been included on Phase 1 of 
this project. The music trail 
will be a 1,200-mile loop 
running the length of the 
state with a focus on pre-
serving and promoting the 
history locally and how it 
has impacted music around 
the world and on current 
music events. The live ven-
ues where people can go 
and hear music will be an 
integral part of this. Being 
a part of this initiative will 
provide a lot of free promo-
tion for our area.”

She added the state eco-
nomic development agen-
cy has also selected DeKalb 
County to be included in 
their best practices.

“DeKalb County and 

Saint Thomas DeKalb Hos-
pital will be featured as a 
'Best Practices' in commu-
nity partnerships and health 
initiatives for rural commu-
nities,” she said. “This hon-
or was given due to the suc-
cess of the DeKalb County 
Health Adventure that was 
started by Saint Thomas 
DeKalb Community Benefit 
Dollars and continued with 
last year’s Three Star Grant 
written and submitted by 
the Chamber and the Coun-
ty Mayor’s office.”

She added that DeKalb 

County was also mentioned 
by the governor’s office due 
to the county’s increase in 
tourism dollars by 6.7 per-
cent which was third high-
est in the Upper Cumber-
land region.

“So, DeKalb’s tourism 
dollars provide $6,330,000 
from travel-related local tax 
receipts for our county bud-
get,” she reported. “That 
also means that the tax rev-
enue from tourism dollars 
saves each household in 
DeKalb County $955 annu-
ally.”
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Several arrests were 
made this past week by 
members of the DeKalb 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. Included in county 
arrests:

Sherry Gunter, 36, 
was charged with van-
dalism after $4,000 worth 
of damage was done to a 
structure on Neal Drive. 
Officers found Gunter still 
inside the residence when 
they arrived.

Jose B. Soto, 30, was 
charged with assault af-

ter a man reported open-
ing his door and being 
punched in the nose. He 
told officers Soto was the 
man who assaulted him.

Julian G. Soto, 37, was 
charged with second of-
fense DUI after a deputy 
noticed he wasn’t keeping 
to his lane of travel. Upon 
pulling him over, the of-
ficer noticed an odor of 
alcohol and other tell-tale 
signs of intoxication. He 
did poorly on his field so-
briety test and was arrest-
ed.

Tanner L. Glass, 23, 
was charged with DUI af-
ter deputies found him 
unconscious behind the 
wheel of a vehicle that 
had struck a structure on 

Village Square in Dowell-
town. He was unsteady on 
his feet once they awak-
ened him and was un-
aware of his location. He 
was arrested on the spot.

Stanley W. Morris Jr., 
43, was charged with 
burglary, vandalism and 
theft for breaking into a 
truck by breaking out its 
window.

Tony Lee Petty, 53, was 
charged with domestic 
assault after his girlfriend 
told deputies he hit her in 
the face during an argu-
ment.
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Motorists better get the lead out when 
they’re motoring through subdivisions 
in Smithville as many will now have a 
maximum speed limit of 20 miles per 
hour.

The Smithville city board of mayor 
and aldermen voted to make subdivi-
sions that do not already have posted 
speed limits have a speed limit of 20 

miles per hour after several complaints 
by residents of the subdivisions.

City Police Chief Mark Collins told the 
board at the their last regular meeting 
that he would recommend the speed 
limit for Greenwood Drive, noting mo-
torists who travel over 30 through the 
residential section are still going too fast 
given the area.

The board’s ratification of the chief’s 
suggestion will cost about $1,000 for 
speed limit signs and will affect around 
four subdivisions.

City sets 20 mph subdivision speed limit
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Chamber of Commerce Director Suzanne Williams 

goes over improvement and outreach plans with the 
county commission.

Grants used to help attract tourists
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