
A crash back in 2015 
that injured three has 
landed the driver an 
eight-year sentence.

The driver, Christo-
pher Lee Lewis, 27, en-
tered guilty pleas before 
Circuit Court Judge Gary 
McKenzie to two counts 
of vehicular assault. He 
was given four years 
on each count, making 

his total sentence eight 
years.

The wreck that has 
Lewis bound for the 
state penitentiary hap-
pened in late 2015 on Big 
Rock Road. An investi-
gation by the Tennessee 
Highway Patrol revealed 
Lewis lost control of 
his 1996 Chevy S-10 as 
he was traveling north 
on Big Rock Road. The 
truck struck a tree.  Lew-
is tried to run away from 
the scene of the crash, 

leaving his two passen-
gers trapped inside the 
wreckage. He was found 
hiding in the woods near 
the scene of the wreck.

The passengers, Carol 
Lewis, 34, and Johnny 
Ray, 31, were airlifted. 
Carol Lewis died sever-
al months later but her 
death was not directly 
linked to the injuries she 
sustained in the wreck 
so the defendant was 
spared vehicular homi-
cide charges.
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The Smithville Mu-
nicipal Airport recently 
passed a state inspection 
with flying colors.

Airport Manager Joe 
Johnson beamed as he 
reported to the board of 
Smithville mayor and al-
derman that the airport 
license has been extend-
ed through the year, this 
time without any viola-
tions found during the in-
spection. 

“We got an airport in-
spection in August and I 
received on Sept. 5 I got 
our state airport license,” 
he reported. “I am proud 
of what we have done at 
the airport. We had no vi-

olations or state required 
corrections. I looked 
back at all of our old in-
spections and this is the 
first time out of all the 
old records that I could 
find where we didn’t have 
something that required 
corrections.” 

The inspection report 
did recommend paint-
ing the beacon tower and 
replacing the wind sock 
which was faded. There 
was also a suggestion 
about tree trimming since 
it could encroach on in-
strument approaches. 

Johnson plans to ap-
ply for grants to paint 
the beacon tower and to 
remove obstructions to 
bring the airport better in 
line to permit instrument 
landings.
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Airport director Joe Johnson informs the city 

board of mayor and aldermen about the airport pass-
ing state inspection with flying colors. 
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DeKalb Community Complex 
will host its first free Fall Fest on 
Oct. 20. Everything will be free and 
the event is geared towards kids 
and families. There will be games, 
cake walk, face painting, kids arts 
and crafts, popcorn, live bluegrass 
music, line dancing class at 12:30 
p.m., and much more. 

“Our newest member to our 
team here at DCC, Ashley Medlin 
is heading this event up and she 
is excited to get the community 
involved,” said Josh Issac, DeKalb 
County Complex Director. 

The DeKalb Farmers market will 
also be extending its hours to be a 
part of the festive fun. It will have 

pumpkin and fall venders on hand. 
You may contact them to see 

about booth space. So far DeKalb 
Senior Citizens, DeKalb 4-H, Jus-
tin Potter Library, Smithville AG, 
and DeKalb Coalition are helping 
out. If you would like to help by 
setting up a game please call 615-
597-2121.

Free Fall Fest Oct. 20

DeKalb County is in desperate need of mentors to help students navigate the state financial assistance 
options.

While thousands of stu-
dents across the state are 
applying for TN Promise, 
tnAchieves, the organiza-
tion that operates the pro-
gram in 83 counties is re-
cruiting 9,000 volunteers 
to serve as mentors.  

Although TN Promise 
is a financial aid pro-
gram, one critical com-
ponent often overlooked 
is the volunteer mentor 
program.  Mentors work 
with a small group of 
three to seven students 
as they transition from 
high school to college.  
Mentors send reminders 
of important deadlines, 

serve as a trusted col-
lege resource and, most 
importantly, encourage 
students to reach their 
full potential.  All men-
tors complete a one-hour 
training in person or on-
line, and attend two, one-
hour meetings with their 
students over the course 
of the year. 

DeKalb County needs 
18 mentors and currently 
none have applied.  

“While TN Promise 
funding is important, 
our mentors represent 
the heart of our pro-
gram,” said tnAchieves 
Executive Director Krissy 
DeAlejandro.  “Providing 
a complete wraparound 
support system for our 
students, both financial-

ly and emotionally, is the 
key to their success.  It is 
also part of the broader 
culture change that we 
are working on in Tennes-
see.” 

Current tnAchieves 
mentors indicate that 
they only spend about 
one hour per month in 
their volunteer role.  “It is 
a small time commitment 
but we know the impact 
mentors are having on 
their students is signif-
icant,” said tnAchieves 
Deputy Director of Part-
nerships Graham Thom-
as.  “Anyone in the com-
munity that has one hour 
a month, thinks education 
is important and wants to 
work with students can 
make a lasting impact 

both locally and for our 
state with this program.” 

TN Promise provides 
every high school senior 
the opportunity to attend 
a community or technical 
college tuition free.  The 
scholarship application is 
available for students be-
ginning their senior year 
of high school at www.tn-
promise.gov. 

To learn more about 
the tnAchieves mentor 
program or to apply, visit 
www.tnachieves.org. You 
can also contact Graham 
Thomas at (615) 604-1306 
or graham@tnachieves.
org.  tnAchieves is a 
501(c)3 nonprofit that has 
been providing scholar-
ships with mentor sup-
port since 2008.

DUANE SHERRILL
Editor Smithville Review
Smithville, Tennessee

Students in need of mentors

Lewis given 8 years for causing crash
DUANE SHERRILL
Editor Smithville Review
Smithville, Tennessee


	Page 1A
	Page 2A
	Page 3A
	Page 4A
	Page 5A
	Page 6A
	Page 7A
	Page 8A
	Page 9A
	Page 10A
	Page 11A
	Page 12A
	Page 1B
	Page 2B
	Page 3B
	Page 4B

