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The DeKalb County Ti-
gerette season came to 
an end Friday evening as 
they came up short in the 
first round of the region 
tournament falling to the 
state’s fifth-ranked team 

in Crossville, 69-32. 
“I thought our kids 

played hard,” said Coach 
Danny Fish following 
their loss to the Lady Jets. 
“Cumberland County has 
a good program. They 
knocked down more shots 
than we did. I thought we 
had some opportunities to 
stay in the game and get in 

the game a little bit deep-
er but we couldn’t knock 
down the outside shot.” 

Their loss at Cumber-
land County came at the 
end of an injury plagued 
season but Coach Fish 
says he saw a spark in the 
team this year.

“I thought it was a good 
year for us making it this 

far. Our kids are very resil-
ient,” he said. “The thing 
that people don’t see when 
they look at the wins and 
losses was that we were 
never able to put our best 
five out there because of 
injuries and health.”

The Tigerettes advanced 
to the regionals this past 
week after beating Water-

town in the first round of 
the district tournament by 
a score of 48-30. They then 
went on to nip Cannon 
County, 41-39. They were 
then handed their first loss 
in the district tournament 
by Upperman by a count 
of 64-22 and then lost to 
Livingston Academy 50-27 
in the district consolation 

game. They finished in 
fourth place in the district 
tournament. 

The Tigerettes hung 
tough in the early going 
in their final game, and 
trailed by just 10 at the 
half, going to the locker 
room down 25-15. 

DeKalb County’s second win-
ningest coach has announced 
his resignation, the revelation 
coming following the end of the 
2017-18 campaign.

“The past 16 years have been 
some of the best, most mem-
orable years of my life,” head 
DeKalb County basketball coach 
Lynus Martin wrote in an open 
letter regarding his departure. ‘I 
feel as though I’ve grown up in 
front of you, and being able to 
lead our basketball family has 
been a dream come true."

Coach Martin took the helm 
of the boys program after the 
departure of coach Danny Bond 
during the 2002-03 season. 
During his 16 seasons on the 
job, he amassed a 276-203, mak-
ing him the second winningest 
coach in Tiger basketball histo-
ry, finishing only behind former 
Coach Harold Luna.

“It has been an honor to rep-
resent both the school district 
and DeKalb County. I can’t say 
enough about how much all of 
your support has meant to me 
and our program,” the coach 
wrote. “After lots of thoughts and 
prayers, I’ve decided that it is 
in my best interest to resign my 
basketball coaching position at 
this time. Effective immediate-
ly at the end of this school year. 
For many years Tiger Basketball 
has been my number-one pri-
ority, but as life progresses, cir-

cumstances change, and at this 
time, I felt it necessary to refocus 
much of my energy to my family 
and other avenues of life”

While leaving his basketball 
duties, Martin will continue 
serving as a teacher. A search is 
underway for his successor. The 
coach thanked his mentor whom 
he replaced 16 seasons ago.

“I am so grateful for the op-
portunity former head boys bas-
ketball coach Danny Bond gave 
me back in 2002, and I couldn’t 
have asked for anything more 
from my experience,” he wrote. 
“Also, thankful to my wife Jessica 
for her undying support and love 
throughout all these years and to 
all my kids for their love and sup-
port of their dad when it seemed 
like I was never home”. 

The coach also thanked his 
players for all their hard work 
throughout the years.

“Most importantly, to all my 
players (alumni and current), 
outside of my immediate fami-
ly, there’s no one I care for more. 
My off-court, practice, and game 
antics weren’t an act, but rather 
what you brought out of me - my 
best, and I will forever be indebt-
ed to all of you for that”. 

“I will continue to represent 
DeKalb County to the best of my 
ability, regardless of what the fu-
ture may hold. I will never forget 
these years as head of the FAMI-
LY; not just for the basketball vic-
tories, but for the relationships 
built, culture created, lessons 
learned, and the memories that 
will last a lifetime.”

Lynus Martin has announced his intention to resign his position as head boys basketball 
coach at DeKalb County High School. He leaves as the second winningest coach in Tiger 
basketball history.
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Coach Martin steps 
away from DCHS 
basketball program
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Lydia Brown dribbles to the basket guarded by Lady Jets defender Kiara Wilson. The Tigerettes saw their season ended at the hands of the fifth-ranked state 

power Crossville Lady Jets.

Tigerettes see season end in Crossville
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