
Hello DeKalb County voters. I am Mark Milam, and I am seeking the 
office of DeKalb County Circuit Court Clerk.

My wife Pat and I have three grown daughters, Amanda, Crystal and 
Jenny. We reside at Old West Point Road in Smithville. I am one of the 
founding board members of New Life Pentecostal Church and am still on 
the board today. I am a DeKalb County High School graduate Class of 1983. 
I was a manager at Smithville Food Center for 15 years. I am a lifetime 
member of the DeKalb County Volunteer Fire Department and served 
as station commander Engine 63 for many years. I was then promoted to 
Captain of Communications for DeKalb County Volunteer Fire Department.

While working as a constable for the last 26 years, I have formed good 
working relationship with local and state agencies. I work closely with the 
court systems including the retiring Circuit Court Clerk Miss Katherine 
Pack.

I am very appreciative of the wonderful job Miss Katherine has done as 
Circuit Court Clerk and given the opportunity will follow in her footsteps 
continuing the efficiency and integrity for the county.
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34 yrs. Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency. 
Served as County Mayor.
The County Mayor is the accounting officer and chief 

financial officer of the county. He or she is also charged 
with care and custody of county property (unless the law 
specifically places the care and custody on another official). 
T.C.A. 5-6-108.

This charge of care and custody clearly indicates the 
County Mayor should see to maintenance, service, and 
repair of the property in a timely manner for the protection 
and longevity of the property, as well as the safety and 
expectations of the public.

The County Mayor should apply for grants which can 
greatly add to the county budget for equipment or services 
needed by county residents.

• The County Commission and I applied for Community 
Development Block Grants with a grant writer and received 
grants for water lines for Henley Hollow, Liberty to Dismal 
Road, Dismal to Tramel Branch Road, to Lower Helton, 
Dismal to Pumpkin Hollow, Dry Creek, Seven Springs, Young 
Ridge, Backbone Ridge, and Johnson Chapel.

We worked with our Volunteer Fire Department as they 
applied for fire safety grants including: fire department 
equipment, two Class A pumper trucks and one tanker truck. 
We also added a fire hall near Austin Bottom-Golf Ridge, and 
received a donation of the main fire station from the State 
of Tennessee.

• We also applied for and received litter grants, illegal 
dump clean-up, archives, files and records, Farmers’ Market, 
community kitchen, Senior Citizen Center, used oil recycling 
tanks, pads and sheds for several of the convenience sites, 
fitness room equipment, and E911 equipment and other 
grants. Equipment for the Community Complex was also 
granted by DeKalb General Hospital, MTNG, USDA Rural 
Development, and individuals.

We centralized the E911 System with Smithville, 
Alexandria, and DeKalb County to provide better radio 
communications and safety for our officers, fire fighters, 
county residents and others.

• We purchased a building, which was re-purposed for 
our EMS (ambulance service).

• Our volunteer rescue squad added a building, a boat 
and other needed equipment.

• Our School Board put new roofs on our schools, as 
well as adding the cafeteria, and other rooms to the county 
high school. Tornado safety rooms and a new cafeteria were 
added to DeKalb West School.

• Most of the county buildings received new roof systems 
and were painted and upgraded.

• We also added three fire trucks and improved our ISO 
rating to lower insurance rates for county residents.

• The County Complex was purchased for less than 1/3 of 
its appraised value during the recession of 2008, when real 
estate prices were depressed. This building was re-purposed 
for County Offices, UCHRA rental space, UT Extension space, 
rooms for Motlow Jr. College, Senior Citizen Center, an 
exercise and fitness center, an auditorium, a basketball gym, 
meeting rooms, and a community kitchen.

• We had two meetings each month with local industries 
to enhance lines of communication. We also invited speakers 
to luncheons to share information and ideas with local 
industries.

Over a period of time, we were able to accomplish these 
and many more things, while at the same time, lowering 
our county debt and increasing our cash reserves. These 
improvements allowed us to improve our bond rating from 
a Baa to an A+. This enables our county to receive a much 
better loan rate when borrowing money for any future 
projects or needs.

The County Mayor should have a good picture of the 
total government operation and should have the knowledge, 
information, and leadership to steer the county in the 
direction most beneficial to the county’s future.

I would like to ask for your vote and support for the 
office of County Mayor in the Primary on Tuesday, May 1, 
2018 and during the early voting period starting 
Wednesday, April 11th, through Thursday, 
April 26, 2018.

    Mike
Foster

        DeKalb CountyMayor

Political ad ordered by Mike Foster, and approved by Mike Foster.
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In addition to his new day job, Melton 
heads the DeKalb Performing Arts Com-
pany which is now doing its plays in not 
only Smithville but also at the Park The-
ater in McMinnville. Their recent presen-
tations of Lion King and Steel Magnolias 

were overwhelming successes and he 
hopes he can bring that promotional acu-
men to his new job as director.

“A lot has to do with getting the word 
out there of how many things we offer 
here,” Melton said, noting his plans later 
this year could include establishing an au-
tumn street fair at the complex.

Continued from 1B

melton

The culprit, Armstrong 
said, is the four-way be-
yond what locals know 
as the “rock wall” and a 
dangerous curve near 
there.

“What I’d like to see is 
the speed limit dropped 
to 45 miles per hour and 
a sign put up that warns 
that people are approach-
ing a dangerous intersec-

tion,” Armstrong said, 
noting he has met with 
area legislators, hoping 
they can get funding and 
clearance in Nashville to 
meet his request. “That 
area is just too dangerous 
to be going 55 and then 
suddenly come up on a 
four-way stop.”

Along with the speed 
limit, Armstrong pointed 
out the highway near Al-
exandria is poorly lit.

“It just has a dim so-
dium light,” he said. “I’d 
like to see an increase in 
lighting out there.”

The mayor said given 
the slow pace at which 
government sometimes 
moves, he doubts all 
those things can be ac-
complished before he 
goes out of office. How-
ever, he hopes there will 
at least be headway made 
on the safety requests.

Rescue workers return their equipment to the truck after extricating a victim 
following a crash off Highway 53 at Alexandria recently. Alexandria Mayor Ben-
nett Armstrong would like to see safety improvements to the highway, especial-
ly around the four-way stop near the rock wall.

Continued from 1B
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