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The search is underway 
for DeKalb County’s next 
head basketball coach, 
the new hire having to fill 
the shoes of the second 
winningest coach in Tiger 
history.

“We will continue the 
search until we find the 
right one,” declared Di-
rector of Schools Patrick 
Cripps, pointing out the 
notice was just put out 
last Monday but they have 
already gotten several 
applicants. “We will start 
vetting them right away.”

The search began after 
Lynus Martin resigned 
following this past season 
after 16 years at the helm 
of the Tiger basketball 
squad. He amassed a 276-
203 record as head coach, 
making him the second 
winningest coach in his-
tory behind former Coach 
Harold Luna.

“It has been an honor to 
represent both the school 
district and DeKalb Coun-
ty. I can’t say enough about 
how much all of your sup-
port has meant to me and 
our program,” the coach 
wrote in his resignation 
which was tendered late 
last month “After lots of 
thoughts and prayers, I’ve 

decided that it is in my 
best interest to resign my 
basketball coaching posi-
tion at this time, effective 
immediately at the end of 
this school year. For many 
years Tiger basketball has 
been my number-one 
priority, but as life pro-
gresses, circumstances 
change, and at this time, I 
felt it necessary to refocus 
much of my energy to my 
family and other avenues 
of life”

Martin will remain on in 
a teaching capacity at the 
school.

Cripps said there is no 
time table for hiring the 
next coach, noting mak-
ing the right choice is bet-
ter than making the quick 
choice.

“It’s important that we 
find the right coach, one 
that has character and 
pushes academics to the 
forefront,” Cripps said. 
“We want our students to 
be winners off the court as 
well as on the court so we 
want a leader that can ac-
complish that.”

The hire will have to be 
Okayed by the board of 
education once a recom-
mendation is made. The 
candidate will have to 
clear background checks 
and have to have the qual-
ifications as listed on the 
job announcement.

Making up the members of the boys' and girls' DeKalb County tennis squad 
this year are,  front row, from left, Daisy Hernandez, Jhoany Gaspar, Marlene 
Coronilla, Shelby Clayborn, Kayla Belk, Catherine Caplinger, Hannah McBride, Coronilla, Shelby Clayborn, Kayla Belk, Catherine Caplinger, Hannah McBride, 

Faith Judkins and Sophie Hackett. Back row, from left, Coach Seth Willoughby, 
Garrett Hayes, Ben Snipes, Lance Davis, Dosson Medlin, Ethan Cantrell, Justin 
Washer, Christian Trail and Eli Cantrell.

Ready to serve

Coaching 
search 
continues
DUANE SHERRILL
News/Sports Smithville Review
Smithville, Tennessee

DeKalb County High School's boys basketball 
team is in search of a head coach following the 
departure of longtime coach Lynus Martin, pictured 
above.

Duane Sherrill photo
Opening night was supposed to be Monday for Tiger baseball but it was delayed due to bad weather 

until Tuesday evening. In their last tune-up game, held this past Friday, the Tigers crushed the visiting 
Cumberland County Jets by a count of 15-0. The Jets, in this picture, blew a chance to throw out Tiger 
Cody Antoniak caught leaning off base in the second inning. Antoniak beat them safely to base on the 
rundown attempt.

Rain delayed

If you build it, they will 
come. The field of dreams in 
this case is for soccer, as land 
has been purchased that will 
someday be the home to Ti-
gers and Saints, hopefully 
sooner than later.

The 6.2 acres where the 
soccer field is located is off 
Allen’s Ferry next to the Little 
League Baseball fields. Oth-
er locations were considered 
including a site by Northside 
but they eventually settled 
on the field that is located 
near their present practice 
field. The soccer teams cur-
rently use the high school 
football field for their home 
games and share a common 
practice field.

Soccer field land purchased
DUANE SHERRILL
News/Sports Smithville 
Review

This field has been earmarked as the future home of a soccer field 
to serve the county's teams.Continued on 2B
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