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Early voting for the DeKalb 
County Democratic Primary gets 
underway today, a number of of-
fice races being impacted by the 
election.

Early voting will be offered 
downstairs at the DeKalb County 
Courthouse in Smithville from Aug. 
11 to Aug. 26. Early voting hours 
include Mondays from 1 to 5 p.m., 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m., Thursdays from 2 
to 6 p.m., Fridays from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 
noon. Those coming to early vote 
are asked to bring their voter reg-
istration card as well as a photo 
identification. Those who do not 
exercise their option to vote early 
may cast their ballots on May 1 at 
their local precincts. The primary is 
open meaning anyone may request 
to vote in the Democratic Primary.

In the race for Circuit Court Clerk, 
to fill the seat held since 2002 by re-
tiring clerk Katherine Pack, Mark 
Milam will take on Nicole Wright, 
the winner to advance to August to 
take on Republican nominee Su-
san Martin. The Republican Party 
caucused and has already selected 
its candidates for office therefore 
the local GOP is not having a pub-
lic primary this May. Milam has 
served as fifth-district constable for 
over 25 years while Wright works for 
Pack in the clerk’s office.

The primary for the office of 
county mayor is a three-way race 
between experienced candidates 
as incumbent Tim Stribling is being 
challenged by two-term incumbent 
third-district commissioner Brad-
ley Hendrix and former three-term 
county mayor Mike Foster. The 
winner will take on Independent 
Randy Paris in the August general 
election.

Early voting begins
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John Sanders 
new DCHS 
b-ball coach

The DeKalb County Tigers have 
a new basketball coach as John 
Sanders from Smith County was an-
nounced as the new boys coach Fri-
day morning.

“I think we got a good quality bas-
ketball coach but even more impor-
tantly I think we’ve got a quality man 
to lead our student athletes,” said 
DCHS Principal Randy Jennings mo-
ments after Sanders was introduced 
to the players he will lead into the 
coming season. “We had about 40 
applicants and Coach Sanders’ name 
just kept coming back to the top. He 
is just a great character guy.”

Jennings noted that during his 
time in Smith County, Sanders was 
not only a successful coach on the 
hardwood, but he also had his play-
ers helping in the community.

“He was a role model to those 
young men,” the principal said.

Originally from Smith County, he 
began his basketball career as a man-
ager for Tennessee Tech where he got 
his bachelor’s degree in 2009 in exer-
cise science and physical education 
and wellness. He got his master’s de-
gree in 2015 in sports management.

He has served as assistant coach at 
Gordonsville Junior High and High 
School, Smith County and Trousdale 
High Schools and most recently as 
Murfreesboro Oakland. He has been 
head coach at Jim Satterfield Middle 
in Hartsville, Smith County Middle 
and most recently at Smith County 
High from 2014-17. He has also spent 
significant time working at individu-
al basketball camps at Duke Univer-
sity under Coach Mike Kryzewski.
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cAndidAte forUm
The inaugural Smithville Review candidate 

forum will begin promptly at 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday evening at the DeKalb Community 
Complex. All local candidates for office are 
invited to attend, speak and answer ques-
tions from the moderator. The event is free 
and no RSVP is necessary and candidates 
are encouraged to campaign at the forum but 
are asked not to affix any signs to the walls, 
windows or doors.

The forum will begin with the first district 
county commission race and continue through 
the seven districts. Following a short break, 
the city and county office candidates will take 
the stage. The exact time frame for each 
office is not scheduled since the number of 
participants will not be known until the night 
of the forum. Each candidate will be allowed 
to give a short introduction and then the field 
will be asked at least two questions. The 
forum is open to all parties and indepen-
dents. A synopsis of the forum will appear in 
the Review.
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Duane Sherrill photo
David Mann along with daughter, Elana, and son, Bryson, mold clay while attending the 20th Annual Celebration of 

Craft at the Appalachian Center for Craft Saturday afternoon. The event, which was attended by hundreds, served as 
an open house for the Tennessee Tech Center located on the bluffs overlooking Center Hill Lake near Hurricane Bridge.

Feeling crafty
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Two local Girl Scouts have earned 
the most prestigious award the 
organization has to offer, their work 
helping improve their community.

Girl Scouts of Middle Tennessee 
recently congratulated Neely Evans 
and Hailey Rowland for earning the 
Girl Scout Gold Award which is the 
Girl Scouts’ highest award since 
1980. 

Neely Evans conducted her proj-
ect at Edgar Evins State Park after 
finding it was in need of a home for 
birds of prey in the park’s educa-
tional programming facility. Evans 
researched, planned and built an 
entire outdoor aviary to house two 
birds of prey. She even included a 
storage area for food and equip-
ment. Rangers at the park will feed 
and care for the birds while park 
maintenance workers will provide 
upkeep for the facility.

Meanwhile, Rowland’s Gold 
Award project helped make chil-
dren and families feel safe and 
comfortable at Families in Crisis, a 
home away from home for victims 
of domestic violence and their chil-
dren. By creating a mural of a farm 
scene transitioning from day to 
night, Rowland evokes imagery of 
the theme that every day is a new 
beginning. The mural will be main-
tained and preserved by the art 
club at Rowland’s school.

By earning the Girl Scout Gold 
Award, Evans and Rowland have 
become community leaders. Their 
accomplishments reflect leader-
ship and citizenship skills that set 
them apart.

“Earning the Girl Scout Gold 
Award is truly a remarkable achieve-
ment, and these young women 
exemplify leadership in all its 

forms,” said Agenia Clark, presi-
dent and CEO of Girl Scouts of 
Middle Tennessee. “They saw a 
need in their community and 
around the world and took action. 
Their extraordinary dedication, 
perseverance and leadership are 
making a difference in their com-
munity. Gold Award Girl Scouts are 
making the world a better place. 
These young women are inspiring 
leaders whose Gold Award projects 
are making waves in the areas of 
STEAM (science, technology, engi-
neering, arts and mathematics), 
education, agriculture, medicine 
and more on a local, national and 
global level.” 

Evans and Rowland will receive 
their award at the 2018 Salute to 
Outstanding Leadership Awards 
ceremony on Sunday, April 29 at 
Lipscomb University’s Allen Arena. 

Local Girl Scouts win top award
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