
Sexual Assault Aware-
ness Month is a good 
reminder that sexual vi-
olence impacts every-
one. The DeKalb County 
Health Department sup-
ports efforts to increase 
public awareness about 
sexual violence and ed-
ucating communities on 
how to prevent it. Rape, 
sexual assault and sexu-
al harassment harm our 
community, and statistics 
from the National Sexual 
Violence Resource Center 
show one in five women 
and one in 67 men will 
be raped at some point in 
their lives.

Child sexual abuse pre-
vention must be a priority 
to confront the reality that 
one in six boys and one in 
four girls will experience 
sexual assault before age 
18. On campus, one in 
five women and one in 16 
men are sexually assault-
ed during their time in 
college.

The theme of this year’s 
Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month campaign is “Em-
brace Your Voice”. The 
campaign informs indi-
viduals on how they can 
use their words to stop 
sexual violence before it 
happens by promoting 
safety, respect and equal-
ity.

Whether you speak out 
against locker room talk 
or help someone better 
understand these issues, 
your voice is powerful and 
necessary in this conver-
sation. Individuals can 

embrace their voices to 
show their support for 
survivors, stand up to vic-
tim blaming, shut down 
rape jokes, correct harm-
ful misconceptions, pro-
mote everyday consent 
and practice healthy com-
munication with kids. 

The Tennessee Depart-
ment of Health joins ad-
vocates and communi-
ties across the country in 
taking action to prevent 
sexual violence. The Ten-
nessee Rape Prevention 
and Education Program 
works collaboratively with 
diverse stakeholders to 
provide prevention ser-
vices, program develop-
ment and technical sup-
port across the state to 
implement and maintain 
evidence based sexual vi-
olence prevention efforts 
such as Safe Dates and 
Coaching Boys into Men. 
For more information, 
please visit https://www.
tn.gov/health/health-pro-
gram-areas/fhw/vipp/
rape-prevention-educa-
tion.html.

n recent days, The 
TNReady assessment 
process has been 

plagued by yet anoth-
er round of issues. Like 
many of you, I am ex-
tremely disappointed 
in the continuous flaws 
associated with current 
testing methods. 

You have expressed 
your concerns to me 
about TNReady, and 
I want you to know 
that I hear you loud 
and clear, and I share 
those very same con-
cerns. This entire pro-
cess has been extremely 
frustrating and upsetting 
for our parents, teachers, 
principals, superinten-
dents, and most impor-
tantly — our students.

With these groups in 
mind, my colleagues and 
I in the House chamber 
have taken the lead to 
try and resolve this issue, 
rather than waiting on the 
Tennessee Department of 
Education. 

In recent days, we have 
participated in extensive 

conversations, a 
hearing to obtain 
additional in-
formation about 
this week’s fail-
ures, and have 
also begun the 
process of ad-
vancing legisla-
tion in order to 
quickly address 
this important 
issue.

We must have 
a testing system 
that is reliable 
and accurate. 
The consensus among 
all of us is that this year’s 
results should not be 

used in the eval-
uation of our 
students, teach-
ers, or schools. I 
believe these 
groups should 
not be penalized 
for unforeseen 
circumstances 
like those that 
occurred this 
week.

Education is 
the cornerstone 
in the founda-
tion of our state’s 
future leaders. 

As a member of our Gen-
eral Assembly, I have 
prioritized the academ-

ic goals and dreams of 
our students while also 
working to ensure that 
our teachers have all the 
tools they need in order 
to focus on what is most 
important — educating 
our students.

Finding a resolution 
to this problem remains 
a top priority. I look for-
ward to working on this 
important issue that is 
impacting our entire com-
munity, and I will contin-
ue to advocate for you in 
the coming days as we 
work to ensure that sim-
ilar problems are avoid-
ed in the future.

TN-Ready was not ready

by State
Representative 
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Turtle’s Mulching
Land Clearing

Owner/Operator
Anthony Johnson
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Serving Middle Tennessee!
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FISH DAY!
It’s Time To Stock Your Pond!!

Delivery Will Be
Thursday, May 10

Sparta 1:15-2:00
@ White Co. Farmer’s Co-op

Smithville 2:30-3:15
@ DeKalb Co. Farmer’s Co-op

McMinnville 3:45-4:30
@ Warren Farmer’s Co-op

Friday, May 11
Woodbury 7:30-8:15

@ Woodbury Farmer’s Co-op

"LIKE" us on Facebook!
FISH WAGON
To Place an Order Call
1-800-643-8439

www.fishwagon.com 35
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DeKalb West School 
student Alex Antoniak 
took first place at the 
Tennessee Tech Math 
Contest. He was one of 
107 students who had 
entered. 

Six students from sixth 
to eighth grades repre-
sented DeKalb West at 
last Thursday’s event. 
In addition to Antoniak, 

sixth graders Zoi Hale, 
Blair Gipe, and Jackson 
Vantrease competed. 
Students representing 
DWS from seventh grade 
were Aly Griffith, Alex 
Moreno, Madison Mar-
tin and Isaac Brown, and 
from eighth grade were 
Breanna Cothern, Victo-
ria Rodano, Brayden An-
toniak, and Hagen Wag-
goner.  8th grade teacher 
Karen France oversaw 
the DWS students at 
TTU.

DWS students 
do the math

Pictured, front row from left, are Zoi Hale, Blair Gipe, Aly Griffith, Alex Moreno, Alex Antoniak, and 
Jackson Vantrease. Back row, from left, Breanna Cothern, Victoria Rodano, Madison Martin, Isaac Brown, 
Brayden Antoniak, and Hagen Waggoner.

BILL CONGER
Smithville Review
Smithville, Tennessee

April is Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month

The Webb School re-
cently announced its A 
and B honor rolls for the 
third quarter of the 2017-
2018 school year. 

An independent college 
preparatory day/board-
ing school for grades 6-12, 
The Webb School is the 
oldest continuously op-
erating school of its kind 
in the South. The school 
has a dual emphasis on 
academic excellence and 
character development.  

The following DeKalb 
County residents earned B 
Honor Roll status:

LIBERTy
Elijah Foutch

SmIThvILLE
Thomas Webb

Locals
excell
at Webb
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