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Enjoying a Day in the Park

DUANE SHERRILL

News/Sports Smithville Review
Smithville, Tennessee

Promoting foster care and child abuse
prevention, the second annual Day in the
Park event was held Saturday at Green-
brook Park.

With 94 children in state custody, fos-
ter care parents are desperately needed
in DeKalb County as the number is not
enough to meet the need. Lisa Cripps of
the Drug Coalition says the reason for the
high rate of children who are removed from
their homes is drug and alcohol abuse.

“About 85 percent of all removals are for
a drug or alcohol issue involving the par-
ents,” she said during the Saturday event.

The addiction issues, Cripps noted also
lend themselves to a higher rate of child
abuse. Last year there were just under
1,000 child abuse referrals made in DeKalb

County alone. The number is dwarfed by
the over 150,000 cases reported state-wide
last year.

Given the staggering statistics, a number
of agencies were represented at the park
event, all available for information as fam-
ilies enjoyed the day of entertainment on a
beautiful Saturday. The agencies included
Camelot, Omni, DCS, the DeKalb Prevent
Coalition, the county’s school health co-
ordinator, the Tennessee Department of
Health, Head start and the U.T. Extension
office. The Smith Connection from “The
Spot” in Carthage sang at the event.

The head start group from LBJ&C was
there, hoping to sign up children 3-5 years
old who are from low-income families.
They offer a full-day program to help chil-
dren grow educationally as they prepare for
school. They also offer free health and den-
tal care to the children as well as healthy
meals.
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Brayden Shehane tries his hand at jump rope while enjoying the day at Green-

brook Park.

HEARING HEALTH CENTER

Call for your
free hearing
test today!
(615)597-4701

5158 West Main Street
Smithville, TN 37166

Don’t miss the most important parts of life
We can help you hear your best when it

Proudly serving Dekalb County for over 34 years!

matters the most!

trouble hearing.
hearing loss.

help.

actually wear one.

(615) 597-4701

FREE HEARING TESTS

Free electronic hearing tests will be given this month for all seniors.
Hearing Health Center in Smithville will offer this testing for anyone who sus-
pects they are not hearing clearly. Using our video otoscope, we will be able

to show you the inside of your ear canal. Let's see if your problem could be as
simple as too much earwax. We will then give you a full hearing evaluation,
including speech understanding tests. Your results will be explained to you in
clear, easy to understand terms and although we encourage early correction of
hearing loss you are under no obligation to purchase.

 Approximately 15% of American adults (37.5) 18 and over report some
* People suffering with Diabetes are four times more likely to develop
* People with hearing loss wait an average of seven years before seeing

* A 12-year study by Johns Hopkins School of Medicine found that
untreated hearing loss increased the risk for dementia.
* Only one out of every five people who could benefit from a hearing aid

Demonstrations of the latest technology in better hearing will be available.
Hear for yourself how easy it can be to understand clearly again. This is an
easy and safe way to get the answers to your hearing questions. Hearing
Health Center has been serving DeKalb County over 34 years and prides itself
on being a great customer service company.

Medical Specialty Clinic
518 W. Main, St., Smithville, TN

32079
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(;Iition addresses the crowd.

Be a real lunch hero.

Treat your
favorite
sidekicks to
Gondola
anytime and
save the day!

Gondola

Pizza & Steakhouse

The Home Of Fine Food
In McMinnwille!

|

Dine -In & Carry-Out Available
305 Mullican St. ® McMinnville
473-5555 or 473-7866

WE ARE OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 6:00 am - 10:00 pm

SAVE
$100

MAY 1 - JUNE 30

RElf)fYAT}O GET $100 OFF

G RI LL? NATURAL GAS

Grills or Lighting!

Contact your local Middle
Tennessee Natural Gas office at:
1036 West Broad Street
Smithville, TN 37166
(615) 597-4388

(800) 880-6373

MIDDLE TENNESSEE
NATURAL GAS UTILITY DISTRICT

www.ming.com

WE SERVICE EVERYTHING WE SELL
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