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Watching over Green-
brook Community Park 
for the past 20 years, 
Royce Odom says her role 
as security guard is more 
than just a job.

“This job, it’s saved my 

life,” Odom admitted as 
she sat inside her small 
office, watching children 
wrangle eggs and play 
in the jungle gym the 
day before Easter, all the 
while hoping forecasters 
were wrong about a drea-
ry Easter Sunday.

A member of the 
Smithville Business and 

Professional Women’s 
Club which sponsors the 
park, Odom said she had 
never considered work-
ing in such a capacity 
prior to the death of her 
husband 20 years ago.

“He was just 51,” Odom 
recalled of her husband’s 
passing, noting his loss 
was devastating. “When 

you lose the one you love, 
it’s hard.”

After her husband 
passed away, another 
tragedy struck when her 
farm was destroyed by a 
storm, leaving her with 
what to do. That’s when 
the security job at Green-
brook became available.

“I enjoy it so much,” 
Odom said, saying she 
would not trade her time 
as guard there for any-
thing. “The city people 
have really been good to 
me.”

Odom says she feels a 
sense of purpose, watch-
ing out for the children 
and making sure the park 
remains nice for every-
one to use.

As for her hope the 
forecasters would be 
wrong about Easter, she 
got her wish. The beau-
tiful Saturday in the park 
was joined by a nice Eas-
ter Sunday, full of more 
egg hunts.
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Keeping a watchful eye

Royce Odom credits her role as Greenbrook Com-
munity Park security guard with saving her life.

DUANe sHeRRill
News/Sports Smithville Review
Smithville, Tennessee

Odom relishes career as park security guard

Carson Reagan, 3, takes a break to throw rocks in the stream.
Brittany Arnold, Lee Arnold and Mari Cantrell are on the hunt for eggs during 

Easter festivities at Greenbrook Community Park.
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