
Don’t miss the 3rD annual DeKalb 
County Women’s expo saturDay may 19 

from 8-2 at the DeKalb County Complex.
Brought to you by the Sponsored by St. Thomas DeKalb Hospital
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In today's graduation section, the valedictorian is incorrectly identified. 
The correct 2018 DCHS valedictorian is Allison Maynard.
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Fire of unknown origins 
destroyed a College Street 
house Saturday morning, 
leaving fire officials in-
vestigating the suspicious 
blaze.

The house was unoccu-
pied according to Smith-
ville Fire Chief Charlie 
Parker, the rental property 
unlived in since its renters 
moved out a few days be-
fore the fire. The house, at 
the time of the blaze Sat-
urday morning, was for 
sale.

The fire was dispatched 
just before noon Saturday 
to the house which is lo-
cated in a densely popu-
lated neighborhood near 

the intersection of College 
and Bryant streets, located 
between the city ballfields 
and Greenbrook Park. The 
blaze had already taken 
hold by the time firemen 
arrived, the flames lick-
ing into the second floor 
of the two-story dwelling. 
The fire department used 
its ladder truck to hit the 
flames from above while 
fire fighters attacked the 
blaze from the perimeter. 
Given the advanced stage 
of the blaze, firemen were 
not sent in due to fears the 
structure might collapse.

While unable to pin-
point the exact cause of 
the fire, pending further 
investigation, fire officials 
suspect it began some-
where in the middle of the 
structure.

Suspicions arise 
from house fire
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Duane Sherrill photos
Top, Smithville firemen battle the blaze that destroyed an unoccupied house on College Street Saturday 

morning. The fire, which is being treated as suspicious, began somewhere in the middle of the rent house. 
Above, fire fighters operate the department's tower truck to combat the fire from above amid heavy 

smoke that settled across downtown Saturday afternoon.

The DeKalb Women’s expo is 
coming to the County Complex 
this Saturday, the free event of-
fering a wide variety of activi-
ties and shopping possibilities 
for the ladies of the area.

“This is our third annual 
women’s expo put on by the 
Smithville Review and spon-

sored by St. Thomas DeKalb 
Hospital,” said Review General 
Manager Angie Meadows. “This 
is a chance to let businesses 
showcase all in one place and 
give women a chance to shop.”

The event will be held from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. this Saturday at 
the DeKalb County Complex in 
the main auditorium.

“We will have a room full of 
businesses and informational 
booths,” Meadows revealed, 

adding everyone is welcome 
but the event itself is geared to-
ward women.

Meadows noted the five dol-
lar entry fee is being dropped 
this year which will allow at-
tendees to spend that five dol-
lars at the expo if they wish. 
The options, she noted, will be 
numerous when it comes to 
shopping. 

As has been the custom, 
TNReady was not ready again 
this year, failing miserably 
across the state leaving school 
systems with a quandary – to 
count the test or not. In DeKalb 
County the test will not be con-
sidered in final grades.

During the board of educa-
tion meeting Thursday night 
at DeKalb Middle School, the 
panel voted not to figure the 
TNReady scores in students’ 
final grades this academic year 
due to the issues experienced 
by the online testing compo-
nent. The state allowed school 
boards to determine how much 
weight to give the standardized 
end-of-year test, permitting 
it to count anywhere between 
zero to 15 percent of a student 
grades. The board voted not to 
allow the flawed test to count 

anything.
The school board’s move 

comes after the state legisla-
ture voted not to allow TN-
Ready scores to count against 
students, schools and teach-
ers on a state-wide level. They 
can; however, be used to count 
in favor of the school districts 
and teachers.

At issue this year was a flaw 
in the system which caused 
thousands of students not to 
be able to log into the system 
to take the test. The impact 
was state-wide and caused 
either delays or complete in-
ability to take the online test. 
This year was not the first time 
TNReady has failed. The on-
line testing component which 
the state pays millions for has 
broken down to some degree 
every year since its inception,  
causing some lawmakers to 
call for the standardized test 
to be returned to its old pencil 
and paper roots.

The Smithville Review Women's Expo will celebrate its third year this Saturday from 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the county complex. The event is free.
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