
A drunk driver faces 
evading charges after he 
tried to elude deputies 

and crashed into a utility 
pole.

The suspect, Willie Ray 
Murphy, 36, is charged 
with DUI and evading ar-
rest.

His charges come af-

ter a deputy passed him 
near Taco Bell and knew 
Murphy was not licensed 
to drive. The 
officer fell in 
behind the sus-
pect and tried 
to pull him 
over. Murphy; 
however, did 
not want to go 
peacefully as 
he took a quick 
turn onto Oak 
Street and be-
gan winding 
around connecting roads 
in Smithville, running 
numerous stop signs. The 
chase continued until he 
entered Bill Page ball-

field.
“He entered the ball-

field and crashed into 
a utility pole, 
breaking it in 
half,” said Sheriff 
Patrick Ray, not-
ing Murphy then 
sprang from the 
wrecked vehicle 
and ran away. 
“He was caught 
in a yard off West 
Broad Street.”

Officers said 
Murphy was 

staggering and unsteady 
on his feet when they 
caught him. He refused 
a sobriety test and was 
placed under arrest.

The following students 
achieved the Dean’s List 
at Belmont University in 
Nashville for the Spring 
2018 semester. Eligibility 
is based on a minimum 
course load of 12 hours 
and a quality grade point 
average of 3.5 with no 
grade below a C.

They include Erica Bir-
mingham of Smithville, 
Jayrah Trapp of Dowell-
town and Caitlin Turner of 
Smithville.

Approximately 30 per-
cent of Belmont’s 8,080 
students qualified for 
the Spring 2018 Dean’s 
List. Belmont Provost 
Dr. Thomas Burns said, 
“This achievement for the 
spring semester indicates 
that these students have 
placed a high priority on 
their work at Belmont and 
have invested time and 
energy in their studies. It 
is our strong belief that 
consistent application 
in this manner will reap 
great benefits, which will 
equip them for a lifetime 
of learning and growing.”
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FREE HEARING TESTS
Free electronic hearing tests will be given this month for all seniors.
Hearing Health Center in Smithville will offer this testing for anyone who sus-
pects they are not hearing clearly. Using our video otoscope, we will be able 
to show you the inside of your ear canal. Let’s see if your problem could be as 
simple as too much earwax. We will then give you a full hearing evaluation, 
including speech understanding tests. Your results will be explained to you in 
clear, easy to understand terms and although we encourage early correction of 
hearing loss you are under no obligation to purchase. 

• Approximately 15% of American adults (37.5) 18 and over report some 
  trouble hearing. 
• People suffering with Diabetes are four times more likely to develop 
  hearing loss.
• People with hearing loss wait an average of seven years before seeing 
  help.
• A 12-year study by Johns Hopkins School of Medicine found that 
  untreated hearing loss increased the risk for dementia.
• Only one out of every five people who could benefit from a hearing aid 
  actually wear one.

Demonstrations of the latest technology in better hearing will be available. 
Hear for yourself how easy it can be to understand clearly again. This is an 
easy and safe way to get the answers to your hearing questions. Hearing 
Health Center has been serving DeKalb County over 34 years and prides itself 
on being a great customer service company.

(615) 597-4701 Medical Specialty Clinic
518 W. Main, St., Smithville, TN 32

07
9

Dine -In & Carry-Out Available
305 Mullican St. • McMinnville

473-5555 or 473-7866
WE ARE OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 6:00 am - 10:00 pm

Gondola
The Home Of Fine Food

In McMinnville!
Pizzas, Steaks, Chicken, Seafood,  
Italian Dishes, Sandwiches & more

Pizza & Steakhouse
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The Rest of Your Life is 
  About to Begin.
     Start With A Good
         Breakfast.

Congratulations 
to all 2018 
graduates!
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Jerry Douglas Ashford, 67
Jerry Douglas Ashford, 67, of Smithville passed away Sat-

urday May 5 at St. Thomas West in Nashville. He was born 
Aug. 4, 1950 to the late John and Maggie Johnson Ashford. 

In addition to his parents he was preceded in death by 
three brothers, James Ashford, Owen Ashford and Wayne 
Ashford. 

Mr. Ashford worked at Genesco, 
Texas Boot and was a farmer and affil-
iated with the Baptist Church. 

He is survived by his wife of 47 
years, Dianne Ashford of Smithville; 
two children, Jeff (Melodie) Ashford of 
McMinnville, and Debbie (Mark) Del-
aney of Alabama; four grandchildren, 
Dalton Ashford, Bailey Ashford, Ad-
dison Delaney and Patience Delaney;  
two sisters, Mildred Murphy of Smith-
ville and Freda (Burnell) Maxwell of 
Grundy County. Several nieces and nephews also survive. 

Funeral services was held Monday, May 7 at DeKalb Fu-
neral Chapel with Leonard Herman and Jonathan Puckett 
officiating and burial following in DeKalb Cemetery. Pall-
bearers included Paul Mullican, Brad Spivey, Eddie Ash-
ford, Steve Green, Corey Crabtree and Dennis Leisure. 

DeKalb Funeral Chapel of Smithville was in charge of 
arrangements.
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Fannie Mae Huntley, 81
Fannie Mae Huntley, 81, of Smithville passed away Sat-

urday, May 12 at her residence. 
She was born October 12, 1936, in Sparta, was retired 

from McMinnville Garment Company after 35 years and 
was of the Baptist faith. Mrs. Huntley was preceded in 
death by parents, Chatt and Anna Mae Breedlove Cannon, 
husbands, Joe Miller Elliott and Robert Howard Huntley, 
brothers, George Ray Cannon, Joe Earl 
Cannon, and Franklin Cannon, and 
granddaughter, Haley Lemons.

Survivors include her daughter 
Janice (Rod) Higham, Smithville, 
step-daughter Kathy (Jeff) Bond, Mc-
Minnville,  brother Roy Eldridge Can-
non of McMinnville, sister Mary Rod-
dy of Jacksonville, Fla., grandchildren 
Edward Lemons and Melonie Lem-
ons, and great-grandchildren Preston 
Lemons, Peyton Lemons, Braxton 
Page, Alex Lemons, Emma Marshall and Will Marshall. 
Several nieces, nephews, family members and friends.

Funeral service will be at 1 p.m. Wednesday, May 16 at 
McMinnville Funeral Home Chapel. Roy Wayne Cannon, 
Sr. will officiate. Interment will follow at Friendship Cem-
etery. The family will receive friends Wednesday from 10 
a.m. until 1 p.m. at the parlors of McMinnville Funeral 
Home.

McMinnville Funeral Home is in charge of arrange-
ments.
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Doyle Thomason, 67
Doyle Thomason, 67, of Smithville passed away Wednes-

day evening May 9 at NHC HealthCare in Smithville.  
Doyle was born May 27, 1950 to his parents, the late W.W. 

Thomason, Jr. and Maudie Chapman Thomason. He was 
a member of the Liberty United Methodist Church and a 
construction worker.  

Survivors include one brother, Bobby (Ruby) Thomason 
of Smithville; two sisters, Patsy (Jessie) Drury and Jenni-
fer (Dwain) Bain both of Smithville; nieces and nephews, 
B.J. (Beth) Thomason, Clint (Vickie) Thomason, Nathan 
(Ashlee) Thomason, Ethan Thoma-
son, Logan Thomason, Matt Thoma-
son, Michael (Katie) Caldwell, Devin 
(Elijah) Thomen, Destiny Caldwell, 
Monte Caldwell, Michael (Cheyene) 
Caldwell, Jr., Rachel Edge, Saxon Bain, 
Grady and Emma Thomason, Alissa, 
Chevy and Dae Caldwell and Elias 
Thomen; sister by heart, Debbie Mc-
Clain; two uncles, Toy B. and Cordell 
Chapman and one aunt, Alene Gill.  

Funeral service was conducted Fri-
day, May 11 at DeKalb Funeral Chapel with B.J. Thomason 
and Nathan Thomason officiating and burial following 
in Salem Cemetery in Liberty. Pallbearers included Clint 
Thomason, Michael Caldwell, Logan Thomason, Ethan 
Thomason and Monte Caldwell. 

DeKalb Funeral Chapel of Smithville was in charge of 
arrangements.
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obituAries
Several arrests were made this 

past week by the DeKalb County 
Sheriff’s Department. Included in 
arrests and citations:

ricky Lee MAson, 29, of Leba-
non is charged 
with burglary 
and theft. His 
charges come 
for his entering 
of a vehicle with-
out permission 
on Christmas 
Eve of last year. 
He reportedly 
took $100 from 
the vehicle and 
then took $170 more in cash from 
the residence.

tevin s. cArtwright, 20, is charged 
with driving on a 
revoked license. 
He was pulled 
over by a sheriff’s 
deputy after the 
office noticed 
he was driving 
with the wrong 
license plate on 
his car. It was at 
that point the of-
ficer found Cart-
wright had no license and arrested 
him for driving on a revoked license.

JuLiAn g. soto, 
36, is charged 
with second-of-
fense driving on a 
revoked license. A 
deputy observed 
him not stopping 
at a stop sign and 
pulled him over. 
It was then he 
found Soto’s license had been revoked 
for a DUI back in 2009.

gregory w. roberts is charged 
with third-of-
fense driving on 
a revoked license 
and violation of 
probation. He is 
charged after a 
deputy saw him 
driving and knew 
he had no license. 
He was stopped 
on Page Drive and a computer check 
confirmed he was revoked for a DUI 
back in 2013.

cLint A. FAnn, 
27, of Liberty is 
charged with 
DUI. He was ar-
rested by a dep-
uty after he was 
seen weaving 
from his lane of 

travel. The officer who stopped him 
said he smelled of alcohol, had slurred 
speech and was unsteady on his feet. 
He did poorly on a field sobriety test 
and was placed in custody.

Destiny L. herron, 22, is charged 
with DUI. She was stopped by dep-
uties who re-
sponding to a 
fight call outside 
a local bar. She 
was driving a ve-
hicle that fit the 
description of 
one of the com-
batants that had 
left the scene. She 
refused a sobriety 
test and was arrested.

robin Lynn wooDArD, 33, of Gor-
donsville is charged with second-of-
fense driving on a revoked license. She 
was stopped on 
Dry Creek Road 
by a deputy. In ad-
dition to having 
no license, Wood-
ard was charged 
with possession 
of meth after 
a baggie of the 
drug contain-
ing 1.5 grams of 
meth was found in her possession.
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