(AP) - Paul Fenton was
hired as general manager
of the Minnesota Wild on
Monday, after 20 seasons in
the front office with the di-
vision rival Nashville Pred-
ators.

The 58-year-old Fenton
spent the last 12 seasons as
assistant GM for the Pred-
ators. He helped David
Poile, the winningest gen-
eral manager in NHL his-
tory, shape the roster that
reached the Stanley Cup
Final last year and won the
Presidents' Trophy with the
best regular-season record
for 2017-18. Wild owner
Craig Leipold, who once
owned the Predators, filled
the vacancy created last
month when he declined
to renew Chuck Fletcher's
contract.

"Paul is uniquely suited
for this job having played 10
years of professional hock-
ey and holding 25 years of
management experience in
the NHL," Leipold said in
a statement distributed by

the Wild. "His gift of eval-
uating talent is obvious in
Nashville's roster and recent
success. My relationship
with Paul goes back to my
early days in Nashville, and
I know that Wild hockey
fans are going to love Paul's
infectious passion for the
game and unsurpassed
work ethic. He's the right
person to deliver a Stanley
Cup to the State of Hockey."
Fenton, who will be intro-
duced at a news conference
Tuesday at Xcel Energy Cen-
ter, becomes only the third
general manager in the
franchise's 18-year history
with a multiyear contract.
Leipold considered Fenton
for the position nine years
ago before hiring Fletcher.
The Predators used 17
players they had drafted to
win the Western Conference
in 2016-17 for the first time
in franchise history. Fen-
ton was director of player
personnel for the Predators
during the expansion club's
first eight seasons, until a

promotion in 2006 to re-
place Ray Shero as second
in command under Poile.
Shero, now the general
manager of the New Jersey
Devils, left to become GM
of the Pittsburgh Penguins,
who won the Stanley Cup in
2009.

Fenton is a native of
Springfield, Massachusetts,
who played at Boston Uni-
versity and scored 100 goals
in 411 career NHL games
over eight seasons with
seven teams. He scored 32
goals for the Winnipeg Jets
in 1989-90 and began work-
ing in the league as a scout
for the Anaheim Ducks in
1993.

Leipold, who has seen
just two playoff series wins
by the Wild over 10 full
seasons under his control,
said last month he needed
a "fresh set of eyes" on a
roster anchored by center
Mikko Koivu, left wing Zach
Parise and defenseman
Ryan Suter.

The Wild have made the
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playoffs six straight years,
matching the Ducks for the
longest current streak in the
Western Conference, since
signing Parise and Suter to
identical, franchise-altering
13-year, $98 million con-
tracts on July 4, 2012. Their
overall postseason record
is 15-29, though, with four
one-and-done appearances

and two trips to the second
round. This year, they were
pushed aside in five games
by the Jets.

The organizational assets
are far from bare for Fen-
ton, with recent high draft
picks Joel Eriksson Ek, Luke
Kunin and Jordan Green-
way carrying the potential
to form a franchise-lead-

ing young core and top-six
forwards Mikael Granlund
and Nino Niederreiter still
in their prime. The Central
Division is stacked, though,
SO progress won't come
easy, whether immediate or
in the future. The Predators
and Jets had the top two re-
cords in the NHL during the
regular season.
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